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LADIES CHOIR GIVES 
YOUNG lESTYN (6) 
HIS DREAM HOUDAY 



Wedding ' ' . 
Exhibition 
at Wales 
Millennium 
Centre, in 
Cardiff Bay 

Sunday 19th February 2017 
11am-4pm 
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Only 
£ 3.00 
admission 
on the 
day 





3 Fabulous Catwalk Shows 
12.00 midday, 130pm and 3.00pm. 
Special welcome bags for the 
first 250 brides. 

Over 70 exhibitors featured 
over 6 rooms including our 
‘Vintage Room’. 

Fantastic offers and discounts 
in our Bridal Sales Room. 

Pre register on our website and 
receive discounted admission and 
avoid the queues!! 

Visit our website for details. 


To visit our 
website 
downioad this 
free QR code 
app on 
your 

Smartphone 
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ABOVE: 

lestyn and his mother Anna receive the cheque from the choir. 


A GROUP of women 
who sing in a choir 
based in their local 
hospital have come to 
the aid of a young 
leukaemia sufferer. 

Maternal Harmony has 


little boy.” sing - you just need to be 

The concert raised supportive of our cause 
£400 toward lestyn’s trip and want to spend your 
of a lifetime. Gail added time making music.” 
that the choir was now on The choir rehearses 
the hunt for extra voices, every Thursday from 7pm 
■‘We would love to see to 9pm in the Communal 
donated the proceeds of new members signing up. Residences Hall at 
its latest charity concert to You don’t need to have Princess of Wales 
an appeal to pay for little been referred by the Hospital. For further 
lestyn Baldwin to visit PRAMS team - you don’t information contact Gail 
Disney World in Rorida. even have to be able to on 07960 602383. 

Six-year-old lestyn, 
from Bridgend, was 
diagnosed with acute 
lymphoblastic leukaemia 
in June and his family is 
hoping to take him away 
for a holiday to recover 
from his treatment. 

His mum Anna is a 
former member of the 
choir, which aims to raise 
the spirits of its members 
as it raises awareness of 
emotional issues during 
and after pregnancy. 

Originally set up by the 
Perinatal Response and 
Management Services 
(PRAMS) at the Princess 
of Wales Hospital, and 
aimed at women with 
postnatal depression, the 
choir now welcomes 
those with other mental 
health issues, their family 
members or anyone who 
supports the cause. 

Gail James, lead nurse 
for PPCA.MS, said: “We 
wanted to do something 
to help because Anna is 
one of us. We have known 
lestyn since he was a 
baby and he is a smashing 


Local father and 
daughter are set 
to take on the 
London Marathon 


BRIDGEND 
business owner, 
Steve Richmond of 
Steve Richmond 
Carpets, is running 
the London 
Marathon on April 
23 alongside his 21- 
year-old daughter, 
Lexi, a student. 

Lexi and Steve are 
heading to London to 
run 26.2 miles in support 
of newly-formed mental 
health charity, MQ, to 
raise funds and promote 
understanding of mental 
illness and their goal is 
to raise £5,000. 

Steve says that, at 
present, one in four 
people in the UK is 
living with a mental 
health condition. That’s 
nearly 15 million people 
with an illness that 
affects their wellbeing, 
their relationships with 
family and friends, and 
their ability to work. 

MQ says that it is the 
first major charity 
funding much-needed 
scientific research to 
transform the lives of 
everyone affected by 
mental illness. 

CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 3 



Steve and Lexi Richmond in 
training for the marathon. 
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Experienced Royal College 
trained surgeon 

Realistic pricing Interest tree credit 
Simple and complex cases undertaken 

We are currently ottering consultations. 

Call 01446 795240 today. 
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INDIAN TAKEAWAY 



EXPERIENCE THE EXOTIC 


NOW OPEN! 

Free starter 
on all orders 

*T&C Apply 



OPENING HOURS 

SUNDAY-THURSDAY 5.30-10.30PM 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5.30-11.30PM 
j Home delivery service available | 
on orders within 5 miles radius 

Telephone Orders Welcome 

01656 744468 | 

01656 748677 I 

2 Moriah Place, Kenfig Hill, 
Bridgend, CF33 6DW 
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NHS problems 
start at the top 


S INCE the UK 
spends less 
money as a 
percentage of the 
national wealth 
than most EU 
countries on health, 
it is reasonable to 
state that this 
Government is 
denying the NHS, 
and also the Social 
Care Services, 
adequate funds for 
ideological reasons. 

For 30 years, NHS 
directors have been 
cutting bed numbers, 
telling the public this 
was efficient, while 
patients lay on trolleys - 
and ambulances, at 
£200,000 each, were 
used as stationary beds. 

Year on year, directors 
wasted billions on 
agency staff at inflated 
rates, where most of the 
money went to the 
agency owners. They 
never learnt, over a 
quarter of a century, that 


such desperate staff 
shortages must derive 
from the incompetence 
of those who did the 
forward planning - 
themselves. Such top 
management 
demotivates good staff. 

The NHS, based upon 
collective ethics, free of 
insurance haggling, is 
the most efficient 
organisation in the 
world. The explanation 
of the years of its 
struggle, goes far 
beyond a lack of money, 
to the basic beliefs of 
those chosen as 
directors, like the 
directors in British banks 
and elsewhere. 

Such people are quite 
unsuited to understand 
collective ethics, the 
inspired dream of Clem 
Attlee. And even now 
the public is incapable of 
seeing the difference. 

N Westerman, 

Brynna 


‘WHY DO PEOPLE 
INFLICT CRUELTY 
ON ANIMALS?’ 


'■'UST what is it 
I with some 
people? Why 
do^they feel the 
need to inflict 
cruelty on animals? 


The news I read about 
this leaves me reeling! 

Fox hunting is banned 
by law and yet it still 
goes on, much to the 
dismay of many 
distressed locals and 
protesters alike. 

The hunting fraternity 
will say the kill only 
delivers elderly or 
infirm foxes. I wonder 
if that is the ones the 
village postman has 
allowed people to take 
pot shots at on his land? 

Didn’t he do well as 
he bragged about the 


latest victim, a vixen, 
shot and killed leaving 
her cubs for dead too. 

It makes no sense in 
our supposed civilised 
society of animal lovers 
that such antiquated 
bloodsports are still 
condoned. 

It is sad these people 
spend their leisure time 
killing for fun. 

I applaud all animal 
activists out there, 
including the very brave 
hunt protester as she 
was mocked for her 
actions on Boxing Day - 
and I deplore all those 
cruel people, including 
that postman for his! 

T Abery, Barry. 


Go to The GEM 

for the latest stories 
and breaking news.. 

glamorgan- 

gem.co.uk 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or email editorial@glamorgan-gem.co.uk 

• Letters and e-mails MUST include your PULL address and a 
contact telephone number. 

An email address alone is not sufficient! 

We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 


Prospective councillors 
propose incentives over 
rubbish collections 


A S prospective 

councillors, we were 
concerned to read 
about the Labour-run 
Bridgend County Borough 
Council’s unworkable and 
unenforceable proposals to 
limit the majority of 
households to two rubbish 
bags per fortnight, and 
that checks will be made 
on those households with 
more than five occupants 
to ensure that any 
additional bags are only 
being used for recyclable 
waste. 

Residents may be issued with 
fixed penalty notices ‘for 
deliberate abuse’ and we will also 
be unable to take additional black 
bags to the local tip without 
having to split them open and 
have them inspected! 

While we all agree with the 
necessity of increasing recycling 
and reducing the amount of 
household waste sent to landfill, 
there is justifiable concern from 
residents about how this new 
heavy-handed scheme is going to 
work in practice. 

For example, what is to stop 
my next door neighbour from 
putting another bag outside my 
house? How are pet owners going 
to dispose of pet waste? When 
grandchildren come to stay at half 
term, how will grandparents 
dispose of nappies? 

How will people who are 
disabled or incontinent be able to 


dispose of waste without the 
humiliation of having to apply for 
a special collection? 

There are so many questions 
which don’t yet seem to have any 
answers. 

From our perspective, the 
proposed scheme is a nonsense 
and we will reverse the decision 
to introduce this ill-conceived 
scheme if we are elected to form 
the next administration following 
the council elections on May 4. 

The proposed scheme will lead 
to widespread confusion from 
residents across the county 
borough, who will take objection 
to the way in which the Labour 
Party in Bridgend will make 
waste disposal increasingly 
complex, making it more difficult 
for them and their families to 
comply and correctly dispose of 
their household waste, just in 
order to avoid the risk of being 
made to feel like a criminal. 

While council efforts to meet 
the Welsh Government’s stringent 
recycling targets are important, in 
contrast to Labour’s ‘stick’, we 
will provide a ‘carrot’ for people 
to recycle a greater amount of 
their household waste and this 
will be done through the 
introduction of a Recycling 
Incentive Scheme. 

Residents, who recycle their 
household waste properly, thereby 
reducing the proportion of their 
waste sent to landfill, will be able 
to collect points and redeem them 
at participating local retailers 
within the BCBC, exchange them 
for rewards including leisure 
activities, or even convert points 


into cash donations towards a 
local good cause. 

In our view, there is a clear 
need to explore innovative, 
ambitious measures to incentivise 
a more socially responsible 
attitude towards our waste 
management rather than over¬ 
penalising people in the pursuit of 
meeting our obligations towards 
our natural environment. 

Louise Barham (Coychurch), 
John Butcher (Felindre, 
Pencoed), 

Judith Butcher (Felindre, 
Pencoed), 

Tom Giffard (Brackla), 

Terry Hacking (Brackla), 
Robert Lee (Nottage, 
Porthcawl), 

Barbara Parish (Bridgend), 
Aniel Pucella (Brackla), 

Kay Rowlands (Brackla), 
Caroline Vaughan (Rest Bay, 
Porthcawl), 

Sadie Vidal (Litchard, 
Bridgend), 

Matthew Voisey (Oldcastle, 
Bridgend), 

Jamie Wallis (Hendre, 

Pencoed), 

Tyler Walsh (Brackla), 

Lyn Walters (Oldcastle, 
Bridgend), 

Ken Watts (Newton, 

Porthcawl), 

Carolyn Webster (Newcastle, 
Bridgend), 

Alex Williams (Penprysg, 
Pencoed and Heol-y-Cyw), 

Julia Williams (Hendre, 
Pencoed). 


Parliament must serve all people 


M ay I respond to Ade Pitman’s 
letter in The GEM of February 
9? I voted to stay, but now we 
are in this situation, I agree we need to 
move on pretty quickly. 

Nevertheless, it has to be done properly and this 
is the reason for Gina Miller’s action. Parliament is 
the body which must make the formal decision on 
our behalf - we elected them for that purpose. 

Also, as Ade rightly pointed out, 17 million 
voted to leave, a slightly smaller number voted to 
stay. But there are a significant number of other 
people, perhaps another 17 million, who could have 
voted, but either chose not to, or couldn’t even be 
bothered to turn out. 


Parliament is not there just to obey the 17 
million Brexiteers, it is there to serve the people 
and the nation, scrutinising and striving to achieve 
the best deal for our country. It is there for all, 
Brexiteers, Remainers, apathetics and children not 
yet able to vote. 

As for Nigel Farage being on the negotiating 
team, that would really be a step towards disaster. 
Farage has on many occasions antagonised and 
insulted his fellow MEPs and been openly laughed 
at for his views and absurd comments. 

We need people with credibility who can 
negotiate, he is most certainly not the man for the 
job. 

John Lewis, 

Llantwit Major. 
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‘Stop wasting 
resources on a 
flawed system* 

FN order to We’d better brace 


1 introduce or 
change tbe way 
BCBC (Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council) do things 
it has to be justified 
by fitting in with a 
policy or objective 
already laid down. 

I was astounded to 
read the rationale behind 
the residual waste 
collection dispensation 
for properties with more 
than six occupants. 

In the report to 
cabinet of November 29 
it is stated that the 
proposals satisfy the 
‘connection to corporate 
improvement 
objectives/other 
corporate priorities’ in 
that the proposal is 
‘helping people to 
become more self- 
reliant. Individuals and 
families that will be 
more independent and 
less reliant on traditional 
council services.’ In 
other words, shift it 
yourself! 

Run-down 

Wheels’ 

T he Vale 
Council has 
decided to 
contract out the 
meals on wheels 
service, with the 
Food Shed, Parc 
Prison, Bridgend 
being the current 
favourite to take 
over. 

Currently they do not 
offer pureed food which 
some elderly require, 
although I understand 
they are investigating the 
possibility for the future. 

The council service 
extends further than the 
supply of meals. The 
current delivery staff are 
excellent and report any 
concerns they have of 
the elderly clients 
immediately. They are 
also very flexible when 
needs of the client 
changes with short 
notice. I have first hand 
experience of this. 

The Vale budget for 
supplying this service 
for the year 2016/2017 
was £13,334 (appears 
somewhat low) and the 
service cost £50,918 
thus making a deficit - 
these are the Vale’s own 
figures following a 
freedom of information 
request. 

The service has been 
run down over the past 
number of years, 
particularly following 
cooking equipment 
problems at Southway, 


ourselves for an increase 
in fly tipping throughout 
the county borough. 

BCBC should look to 
the Ceredigion Council 
recycling rate of 68.1 
per cent, compared to 
ours of 59 per cent. They 
achieve this by making 
the system easier for 
people to recycle. 

Mixed recycling all 
goes into clear recycling 
bags, there’s no carrying 
of two dripping wet 
black boxes and a 
dripping blue bag, in 
some cases through your 
home. 

Ceredigion Council 
currently have no limit 
on the number of landfill 
sacks that are collected 
fortnightly, so achieving 
their recycling rate is all 
down to the simplicity of 
the system. When a 
council does something 
better than yours copy 
them! Stop wasting 
resources finding your 
own flawed system. 
Caroline Vaughan, 
Porthcawl. 

‘Meals on 
service 

Cowbridge, and the 
meals on wheels 
qualification criteria 
having also been 
changed. 

Consequently, the 
financial viability of the 
service is now in 
question due to the 
depleted demand, as the 
service is no longer 
offered to many parts of 
the rural Vale with a 
high percentage of 
elderly population. 

At the same Vale 
Council meeting, the 
councillors voted to have 
computer tablets at a 
cost of £30,000. 

School free breakfast 
clubs cost the Vale in the 
same financial year 
£462,527, although I do 
understand this was a 
Government policy; 
again the Vale’s own 
figures following a FOI 
request. 

Should we as a 
society be offering a 
breakfast club system at 
the expense of other 
critical requirements? 
Surely a parent’s basic 
parental duty is to ensure 
their child has breakfast 
prior to leaving the 
house. Should they 
choose to do so, the Vale 
would have almost 
£500,000 pounds to 
spend on more critical 
social areas. 

Stuart Robson, 

Rhoose. 


We abide by the code of practice upheld by the 
Independent Press Standards Oi^ganisation 
(IPSO). This contains 
provisions for issues such as accuracy. 

If you have a complaint, write to us at the address 
below, left, or call editorial manager Don John on 
01446 774484. All complaints will be fully 
investigated. If you are not satisfied with the 
outcome, you may wish to contact IPSO, Gate 
House, I Farringdon Street, London EC4M 7LG 
Website: www.ipso.co.uk. Tel: 0300 123 2220. 
E-Mail: complaints@ipso.co.uk. 

Enquiries: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
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Ford could capitalise 
on increase in demand 


for petrol engines 


THE Welsh Government has 
received an assurance from Ford 
that the anticipated production 
volume of engines from its 
Bridgend plant remains healthy. 

The Economy Secretary, Ken Skates was 
questioned on the issue at the National 
Assembly by South Wales West AM Suzy 
Davies. 

Ms Davies said the Government’s 
conditional investment for the plant is 
based on the number of jobs it can secure 
over five years. 

Mr Skates emphasised there are key 
dates in the oncoming years and that a five- 
year plan is essential. 

He said trade union leader Len 
McCluskey wanted more information on 
the five-year plan so it could be spread with 
the workforce, who were understandably 
concerned. 

Mr Skates said that 2020 is also a key 


date and that the Government is seeking 
assurances from Ford. 

He said: “We’re willing to work with 
them and invest, if necessary, in 
opportunities to make sure that there is a 
long-term sustainable future for the plant. 

“We have already worked with Ford 
Bridgend in investing more than £140 
million at the site since 1978, and this has 
included support for skills. 

“It has included support for capital 
investment, improvements to infrastructure 
and also environmental improvements. 

“We will do what we can to make sure 
that the plant has a strong and viable future 
and capitalises on the incredible 
productivity levels that we’ve seen in 
recent times. 

“We’re keen to ensure that the 
competitiveness of the plant matches that of 
its European counterparts. 

“We will be nimble in our approach in 
terms of what support may be required 


were Ford to come to us with a request for 
support, particularly to take advantage of 
new and emerging technologies. 

“We offer a range of support 
mechanisms to assist businesses large and 
small to take advantage of new technology, 
and I’m sure that this is something that 
Ford would be very keen to explore with 
us.” 

Mr Skates said that in terms of 
stimulating demand for petrol engines, the 
relative decline in demand for the diesel 
engine following the Volkswagen scandal 
has given rise to an increasing demand for 
petrol engines. 

He said: “Ford have reiterated that the 
anticipated production volume of engines 
from Bridgend remains healthy in the 
upcoming years. 

“I think we should take confidence from 
that, with associated labour requirements 
expected to be similar to today’s levels.” 


NEW ‘GIRL POWER’ CHARITY 
AIMS TO PROVIDE SUPPORT 



Garth headteacher Caroline Harries, deputy head Amy Hatch- 
Walker, Lowri Thomas and Girl Power chairperson, Amie Lea. 


Local groups speak 
to the money men 


LOCAL 

community groups 
were brought face- 
to-face with 
potential funding 
bodies last week in 
Pencoed. 

The MP and AM for 
Ogmore, Chris Elmore 
and Huw Irranca- 
Davies, welcomed over 


50 community groups to 
their funding advice day 
on Friday, February 10. 

They arranged for 14 
funding providers, 
including the Big 
Fottery Fund, BAVO, 
the Prince’s Trust, and 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council to 
visit Pencoed Rugby 
Club to talk to groups 


about funding that may 
be available to them. 

Mr Elmore said: “I’m 
thrilled that the event 
has had such a big 
uptake. There are some 
really positive noises 
coming from these 
conversations and I 
hope the groups have 
found the advice 
useful.” 

Huw Irranca-Davies 
added: “It’s great that 
we are able to put these 
events on for groups 
and give them tailored 
advice to their 
requirements.” 

The MP and AM said 
that there had been a 
good response to the 
event, particularly on 
social media, and they 
hoped to make the event 
an annual event. 


SCHOOLGIRLS 
from Bridgend 
County Borough 
(BCBC) have set 
up a new charity 
which aims to raise 
awareness of health 
and wellbeing 
issues being faced 
by young women. 

Established with 
support from BCBC and 
BAVO, the ‘Girl Power’ 
charity has been created 
by a group of secondary 
school pupils who want 
to encourage their peers 
to get more active and 
also tackle issues such 
as low self-esteem and 
body image. 

The girls come from 
various local secondary 
schools, and are also 
members of the local 
Girls Network - an 
initiative set up five 
years ago by BCBC’s 
Active Young People 
Department (AYPD). 

Council staff have 
worked with the girls 
and partners including 
Sport Wales to help 
promote physical 
activity and its health 
benefits, and have also 
provided on-going 
support and training to 
empower the girls to 
become young leaders. 

While setting up the 
charity, a competition to 
create a logo took place 
among year-6 pupils 


from primary schools 
across the county 
borough. 

The competition was 
judged by 

representatives of the 
charity who ended up 
choosing two winners, 
incorporating elements 
of both designs in to the 
final logo. 

The winners were 
Emily Nelmes from 
Brackla Primary and 
Fowri Thomas from 
Garth Primary. 

Trustee Jasmine 
King, who became 
involved with the 
network while a pupil at 
Cynffig Comprehensive 
School, said: “It was 
extremely difficult to 
choose a winner from 
all the great entries, but 
for me, the winning 
designs really summed 
up the aims of the 
charity, to empower 
girls to be the best they 
can be.” 

Both girls received 10 
tickets to Jump Jam in 
Bridgend and will see 
their designs included in 
future Girl Power 
publications and 
associated literature. 

To find out more 
about the Girls 
Network, contact the 
council’s AYPD on 
01656 815223 or email 
aypd@bridgend.gov.uk. 


Father and daughter 
marathon runners 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Fexi and Steve are currently training around 
Bridgend and will be hosting numerous fundraising 
activities to be announced soon on their Facebook 
page ‘Fexi and Steve’s Fondon Marathon’. 

Anyone wishing to sponsor Lexi and Steve can go 
to https://team-mq-london-marathon- 

2017.everydayhero.com/uk/lexi-and-steve-s- 
london-marathon#/?_k=jpmgje, or contact them at 
steve@steverichmond.co.uk for more details. 


Soroptimists’ 
new members 


BRIDGEND 
Soroptimist Club 
held its monthly 
meeting on 

February 8 at the 
Heronston Hotel at 
which President Sue 
was delighted to 
welcome four new 
members, Sandra 
Shelly, Chris 

Phillips, Sharon 
Dixon and Sue 
Bennet. 


The ladies expressed 
their keen interest in 
becoming part of 
Soroptimist International 
and are looking forward 
to participating in the 
activities of the club and 
the region of Wales 
South in the coming year. 

For information on 
becoming a Soroptimist, 
see 
www.sigbi.org/bridgend- 
and-district or 

w w w.facebook .com/B rid 
gendSoroptimist. EB 



Young performers 
aim to bring a 
classic musical to 
life in Porthcawl! 



ABOVE: Owen Rhys Evans, who will be 
playing Tevye, pictured in rehearsal. 



Tevye with two of 
his daughters. 


NEXT week, the 
Bridgend Youth 
Theatre (BYT) will 
be performing the 
classic musical 
Eiddler on the Roof 
in the Grand 
Pavilion, 
Porthcawl. 

Fast year’s choice of 
West Side Story was a 
great success, and many 
of the cast will be back 
again. 

The award-winning 
musical, set in pre¬ 
revolutionary Russia, 
has as its main character 
Jewish milkman ‘Tevye’ 
played by long term 
member Owen Rhys 
Evans. 

It’s Owen’s first lead 
role, and he is getting to 
grips with a larger-than- 
life character whose 
best-known number in 
the show is, of course, 
‘If I Were a Rich man’. 

Among Tevye’s 
worries is how to marry 
off three of his 
daughters, played by 
Olivia Hopper, Phoebe 
Fewis and Fucy Vinen. 
However, there is such 
depth in the BYT these 
days that this trio will 
alternate the roles with 


For the latest 
stories and 
breaking news... 
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Elin Morris, Maddie 
Dawson and Jasmine 
Jones. 

The Jewish 

community also has to 
contend with growing 
anti-Semitic sentiment 
threatening their village. 

Roger Burnell, the 
artistic director of 
Bridgend Youth Theatre 
and director of Fiddler 
On The Roof, had this to 
say about the upcoming 
production. 

“The cast have, yet 


again, been fully 
committed to the 
adventure. Their 

maturity and 

determination in 

rehearsals has been 
outstanding. 


“We are sure you are 
in for an emotional yet 


MORFA WILDMILL 
PACT at the Community 
Fife Centre, The 
Precinct, Wildmill today 
Thursday, February 16 at 
6pm. 

PORTHCAWL 
EAST CENTRAL 
PACT at Porthcawl Fire 
Station, Porthcawl, on 
Tuesday, February 28 at 
6.30pm. 

BRACKLA PACT at 

Brackla Junior School, 
Brackla Way on 
Thursday, March 2 at 
6.30pm. 

NEWTON PACT at 

Newton School Rooms, 
Newton on Tuesday, 
March 7 at 6.30pm. 


enjoyable experience! ’’ 

Now in its 18th year, 
BYT is an established 
BAFTA award-winning 
theatre company run in 
partnership with It’s My 
Shout Productions Ltd. 

The show will be 
performed over three 
days, February 23, 24 
and 25. The February 23 
show (Thursday 

7.30pm) will be an open 
dress rehearsal. 

On Friday and 
Saturday (February 24, 
25) there will be two 
shows on each day, at 
2.30pm and 7.30pm. 

Tickets can be 
obtained from the box 
office (01656 815995) 
or by visiting 
www.grandpavilion.co.u 
k 


MORFA TOWN 
PACT at Penybont 
Primary School, Minerva 
Street on Monday, March 
13 at 6.30pm. 

REST BAY and 
NOTTAGE PACT at 
Nottage Scout Hall, 
Nottage on Tuesday, 
March 14 at 8pm. 

PORTHCAWL 
WEST CENTRAL 
PACT at Trinity Church 
on Tuesday, March 21 at 
7pm. 

L I T C H A R D , 
PENDRE and COITY 
PACT at Litchard 
Mission, Litchard on 
Thursday, March 30 at 
7pm. 


PACT MEETINGS 
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Regional AM 
calls for a 
decision over 
future of plant 


A regional AM has 
pressed the Welsh 
Government for 
information on its 
progress in helping 
to secure the future 
of the Ford engine 
plant at Bridgend. 

South Wales West 
Conservative AM, Suzy 
Davies, questioned 
Economy Secretary 
Ken Skates on the issue 
at the National 
Assembly and said that 
last September, he 
answered questions on 
the situation at the 
plant, based on 
reassurances he’d had 
in June. 

Ms Davies reminded 
him: “In particular, you 
said that Ford had told 
you that there was no 
surplus of labour in the 
short term. Five months 
on. I’d like to know 
what you consider to be 
the definition of ‘short 
term’.” 

Ms Davies said that 
one of the questions Mr 
Skates didn’t answer in 
September was about 
key dates for decisions 
and investments. 

She asked: “Are you 
any nearer being able 
to give us those key 
dates now? 

“As the Welsh 
Government’s 
conditional investment 
earmarked for Ford in 
Bridgend is based on 
the number of jobs it 


can secure over five 
years, how is the delay 
between September and 
now - and what looks 
like being an ongoing 
delay - affecting your 
ability to respond to big 
announcements ? 

“I’m thinking 
particularly with regard 
to your own budget. 
Ford’s commitment 
was to 125,000 Dragon 
petrol engines with 
potential — that was 
your word at the time 
— for twice that 
number of units. 

“Did you succeed in 
your conversations with 
the head of Ford 
Europe’s powertrain 
unit in concluding how 
the demand for the 
Dragon engine can be 
stimulated? 

“At the time, that 
was accepted to have 
nothing to do with 
Brexit. 

“If you haven’t 
managed to come up 
with ideas about how 
demand can be 
stimulated, which of 
those alternative 
production ideas that 
you put forward to us 
in September looks like 
it could be the one that 
would come to 
Bridgend in the event 
of default on Dragon?” 


INSTALL 


We will not be beaten on any written 
quotation for the Barry area. 



• All sizes available “1^ 

• Delivered & Collected mini 

• Waste Collection Service 

• Free surveys and estimates 

• Labour hire to load your skip 

• Grab hire & Plant hire 

• 95% of our waste is recycled 

• Domestic & Commercial 

• Council/highway permits 
arranged 

• Roll On Roll Off 15-50 Yards xl maxi 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF. Tel: 01446 421072 
Email: installskips@hotmail.com 


Waste Carrier Number 0 ^ 
CB/LE5004GH 



POLICE APPEAL OVER 
MISSING GIRL (14) 

POLICE in Bridgend are 
appealing for information 
concerning the whereabouts of 
Bethany Hatch (right), who 
has been reported missing. 

Bethany, who is 14 years old, is 
from the Bettws area of Bridgend 
and officers are concerned for her 
welfare. 

Anyone who has any information 
concerning Bethany Hatch’s 
location is asked to contact South 
Wales Police on 101 or 
anonymously via Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111 and quote reference 
1700056154. Alternatively Bethany 
herself is asked to contact the police. 


Employers urged to be 
‘Disability Confident' 



BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
hosted a ‘Disability 
Confident’ event 
along with the DWP 
last week at the 
Heronston Hotel, 
Bridgend. 

Employers from the 
Bridgend constituency 
were invited along to 
hear three keynote 
speakers: Steve Thorn, 
president of CGI; Gareth 
Dawe, DWP disability 
and policy lead; and Bob 
Williams from Espack 
Eurologistica, who all 
spoke about the financial, 
operational and social 
benefits of being a 
Disability Confident 
employer. 

Mrs Moon said: “It 
was good to see so many 
local companies 

interested in being 

involved. Steve Thorn 
was inspirational, talking 
about his own experience 
of disabilities and the 
initiatives that CGI have 
in place for all of their 
staff. 

“Steve stressed that an 
important part of 

retaining a disabled 
workforce is about 

providing a place for 
peer to peer support. 

“The company has a 
‘Capability Network’ 
which is growing in 
interest, sharing stories. 


providing mutual support 
and developing 

confidence in managers 
and colleagues.” 

CGI has network 
groups for mental health, 
caring, dyslexia and 
stammering, and expects 
the list to grow. 

Steve has been 
personally recognised for 
championing Disability 
in Business at the 2016 
Disability-Smart Awards. 

Gareth Dawe from 
DWP gave information 
on the support available 
from Jobcentre Plus, 
including the Small 
Employer Offer, Access 
to Work, Community 
Partners and Journey to 
Employment initiatives. 

Bob Williams closed 


the event with his 
personal experience of 
living with a family 
member with a disability. 

Having previously 
been employed as 
logistics manager for 
Fords, he joined Espack 
and employed Remploy 
staff who had been made 
redundant - a move that 
has proved successful for 
the company and the 
workers. 

If any more companies 
are interested in 
becoming a Disability 
Confident employer they 
should contact: DWP or 
see the following website 
https .ilwww.gov.ukigover 
nment/collections/disabil 
ity-confident 


BCBC aims to keep 
smokers away from 
its primary schools 


BRIDGEND county borough 
has become the latest local 
authority to keep smokers 
away from primary schools. 

ASH Wales Cymru, the tobacco 
control charity, is running a campaign 
to make all primary school gates 
smokefree zones and the new policy 
was launched on Tuesday, February 
14, at Garth Primary School, with all 
primary schools across the county 
following suit. 

An ASH Wales spokesperson said: 
“Research shows young people are 
highly influenced by others smoking 
around them - those with a parent who 
smokes are 70 per cent more likely to 
take up the habit.” 

ASH Wales Cymru, has been 
lobbying schools across Wales to ban 
smoking at their gates and has 
produced guidelines and signage to 
support schools wanting to take part. 

Suzanne Cass, the chief executive of 
ASH Wales Cymru, said: “Smoking in 


areas which are created specifically for 
our young people sends them the 
completely incorrect message that 
tobacco is a harmless part of everyday 
life - rather than a deadly and 
addictive drug. 

She continued, “We believe children 
and young people have a right to get an 
education, play and meet their friends 
in a clean, smokefree environment. 
Banning smoking at playgrounds and 
now school gates is a huge step in the 
right direction.” 

Julie Thomas, the headteacher of 
Garth Primary School, said: “We were 
delighted to have been asked to host 
the launch of the ‘Smoke Free School 
Gates’ initiative on behalf of Bridgend 
schools.” 

“At Garth Primary School, we are 
passionate about improving the health 
and well-being of our pupils. 

As a ‘Rights Respecting’ school, we 
recognise that is our responsibility to 
ensure that children are protected from 
harm.” 


Putting together a new 
Porthcawl ‘people's plan' 


A NEW Porthcawl group wants 
residents to come forward with 
ideas for regeneration in the 
town - and the first meeting is on 
Saturday, February 18. 

A pilot steering group made up of 
representatives from Chamber of 
Commerce, Civic Trust, Bridgend 
Tourism Association, Porthcawl Shout 
Forum and the Voluntary Sector has 
been assembled to drive forward the 
creation of ‘Porthcawl People’s Plan.’ 

Mike Clarke, the leader of the 
steering group, said: ‘We want to 
invite everyone across Porthcawl to 
become involved, to be inspired by the 
feeling that you can share your hopes 
and dreams for Porthcawl. 

“Every suggestion will be taken 


into account, and while some may not 
be practical we are sure that many will 
be quite visionary. 

“The message to Porthcawl people 
is “don’t be constrained by what you 
have seen from BCBC over the years 
- think outside the box - dare to 
dream!”’ 

He said that a successful plan is 
likely to be a mixed development, 
some housing, plans that address 
tourism needs and the wider retail 
centre in Porthcawl, leisure facilities, 
public spaces, innovative provision of 
car parking and new commercial 
space. 

The plan is being launched at the Y 
Centre on Saturday, February 18, and 
the event will run from 10am to 6pm. 


‘Train children in 
life-saving skills’ 



Suzy Davies AM with St John Cymru 
Wales first aiders. 


ASSEMBLY 
Members have 
backed proposals 
to ensure that all 
children get 
trained in life¬ 
saving skills - as 
part of their school 
education. 

Suzy Davies, A 
regional Assembly 
Member for South 
Wales West, was the 
first to be selected to 
use a new debating 
mechanism - called 
Members’ Fegislative 
Proposals (MFPs) - to 
bring forward the Bill. 

The Bill addresses 
the fact that in Wales, 
around 8,000 people 
each year suffer a 
cardiac arrest outside of 
a hospital setting. 

People who suffer 
cardiac arrest in Wales 
only have a 3 per cent 
chance of survival 
compared with 50 per 
cent in other parts of 
Europe, according to the 
charity Arrhythmia 
Alliance (A-A). 

By making it a legal 
requirement for children 
to be trained in 
lifesaving skills such as 
CPR and the use of 
defibrillators, Ms 
Davies believes that 
children and young 
people grow up with the 
knowledge and 
confidence to help save 
the lives of people who 
might otherwise die - 
skills they can continue 
to use and develop into 
adulthood. 

Under the Bill, 
children will also be 
trained to treat bleeding, 
choking and 
unconsciousness. 

Ensuring that there 
are enough defibrillators 
in public spaces and that 
people receive 
emergency life support 
refresher courses 
throughout their lives 
are other facets that are 
central to the Bill. 

“Unfortunately, there 
are not enough people 
in Wales with the skills 
or confidence to give 
victims the best chance 
of survival during those 
first few critical 
minutes,” said Ms 
Davies. 

“Growing demand for 
ambulance services 
means that responses to 
emergency situations 
are often delayed. If we 
equip children and 


young people with basic 
emergency life support 
(ELS) skills, their on- 
the-spot treatment could 
make the difference 
between life and death. 

Speaking before the 
debate, Keith Dunn, 
chief executive, St John 
Cymru Wales, said: “St 
John Cymru Wales 
supports Ms Davies’ 
proposal to increase the 
provision of life saving 
skills and defibrillators 


THE Federation of 
Small Businesses 
(FSB) launched a 
new networking 
initiative in 
Bridgend. 

#FSBConnect aims to 
bring more business 
people together to 
network and share 
expertise. The first 
event took place at a 
networking lunch at 
Bridgend College, 
where businesses came 
together to share their 
ideas, ambitions and 
plans for running a 
small business in south 
Wales. 

Attending the event 
were small business 
owners from around 
Bridgend and south 
Wales. 

Sharon Jones from 
Kontroltek said: “I 
really enjoyed today’s 
event, it was great to 
meet other people 
running small 
businesses in Bridgend. 

“I’m based on 
Watertown Industrial 


in local communities. 
First aid is a vital life 
skill, but unfortunately 
too many people in 
Wales wouldn’t know 
what to do in an 
emergency situation. 

“With greater 
understanding and 
resources we can help 
ensure that people have 
the right training, 
equipment and 
confidence to save a life 
when it’s needed most.” 


Estate and provide 
repairs for 

manufacturing sectors. 

It would be great to 
meet other like-minded 
businesses at the next 
event.” 

Graham Orange from 
ActionCOACH, said: 
“As somebody who is 
an expert in business 
and improving business, 
networking is one of the 
methods we would 
recommend and FSB is 
one of the best networks 
around.” 

Neil Blockley, FSB 
development manager 
for south Wales, said: 
“I’m really thrilled that 
we’re launching this 
new programme in 
Bridgend. There are so 
many examples here of 
innovation and of 
thriving small 
businesses and I’m 
really pleased that so 
many businesses have 
come together to share 
best practice and really 
inform how we take 
small business in South 
Wales forwards.” 


Bridgend small 
business net'working 
event ‘a success’ 
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Construction work 
begins on the new 
schools in Betws 



An architects impression of the new Betws Primary School and Ysgol Gynradd 
Gymraeg Cwm Garw schools which are being built next to each other in Betws. 


CONSTRUCTION work 
has begun on two new 
primary schools which will 
be built on the site of the 
current Betws Primary 
School. 

A brand new Betws Primary 
School will be created, as well as a 
relocated Y sgol Gynradd 
Gymraeg Cwm Garw. 

The project is costing a total of 
£11.2m and is being joint funded 
by Bridgend County Borough 
Council (BCBC) and the Welsh 
Government’s 21st century 
schools programme. 

A ground-breaking ceremony 
was held last week, and Coun 
Huw David, the Leader of BCBC, 
said: “I’m delighted that we have 
reached this important milestone 
in a development that will leave a 
lasting legacy for both the Ogmore 
and Garw valleys. 

“Betws Primary School was 


extensively damaged by an 
electrical fire in 2012, and some 
children have had to be taught in 
temporary classrooms ever since. 

“The brand new Betws Primary 
will be built adjacent to a new 
YGG Cwm Garw, which is 
relocating from its ageing 
premises in nearby Pontycymer. 

“Both new schools will be fully 
equipped with state of the art 
facilities. For the YGG Cwm 
Garw pupils, this will include 
enhanced outdoor spaces 
compared to their current school, 
and, for the first time, on-site 
sports pitches. There will also be 
improved access for disabled 
children.” 

The council’s Deputy Leader, 
Coun Hywel Williams added: “I 
would like to thank everyone who 
has worked so hard on this project. 

“We are extremely proud of our 
school modernisation programme 
in Bridgend county borough. 


“Within the last decade we have 
seen the completion of multi¬ 
million-pound projects including 
Archbishop McGrath Catholic 
School, Coleg Cymunedol Y 
Dderwen, Coity Primary School, 
Maesteg Comprehensive School, 
Penyfai CIW Primary School, 
Caerau Primary School, Ysgol 
Gyfun Gymraeg Llangynwyd and 
the Bryncethin Campus. 

“We are also about to start 
construction work on a new 
Brynmenyn Primary School.” 

The new Betws Primary School 
and Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg 
Cwm Garw have been designed by 
BCBC’s in-house design team and 
are being built by Andrew Scott 
Limited. 

The new buildings will be built 
to BREEAM ‘excellent’ standards 
of sustainability, using more than 
15 per cent of recycled materials. 


Beacon award for 
Bridgend College 


MADELEINE Moon MP 
joined representatives of 
Bridgend College at an award 
ceremony in London for the 
presentation of a national 
award recognising the 
college’s ‘Be all that you can 
be initiative.’ 

Bridgend College were awarded 
the Association of College’s Beacon 
Award for Development of 
Transferable Skills in recognition of 
their programme that ensures all 
Bridgend College students are 


equipped with transferable skills they 
need to progress into higher 
education and employment. 

Speaking after the ceremony, Mrs 
Moon said: “This award is highly 
deserved by the staff and students at 
Bridgend College. It is recognition of 
the inclusive approach the college 
takes to education and the emphasis it 
places on everyone leaving college 
ready to pursue higher education and 
employment.” 



MICROSUCTION EAR WAX CLINIC 
and INDEPENDENT 
FAMILY RUN HEARING PRACTICE 


Scott Wroe Hearing & Ear Care Clinic 

10 Royal Buildings, Penarth CF64 3ED 

Telephone 02920 707760 


‘Cuppa 
with a 
copper’ 
next 
week in 
Brackla 

LOCAL residents 
will have the 
opportunity to meet 
their new PCSO in 
Brackla next week. 

Regional AM Suzy 
Davies has teamed up 
with local PCSOs to host 
a Brackla residents’ drop 
in session. 

The drop in session 
will be taking place on 
Monday, Eebruary 20, at 
Brackla Community 
Centre, 1 Whitethorn 
Drive, Brackla, CP31 
2PQ from 10.30am to 
11.30am 

Welsh Conservative 
Suzy Davies said: “We 
have a number of hard¬ 
working PCSOs in 
Brackla, who are 
available to help local 
residents with various 
local concerns and 
matters. 

“I have therefore 
teamed up with South 
Wales Police to bring 
local residents a ‘Cuppa 
with a Copper’, which is 
an opportunity for people 
to meet their local 
representatives and find 
out more about how our 
local PCSOs work and 
help us on a daily basis.” 

No appointment is 
required for the drop in 
session and all residents 
are welcome to attend. 


Cowbridge girl is charitys 
^oung Welsh Champion^ 



LOWRI 

PARSONS, a pupil 
in year-8 at 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School, had just 
had her ninth 
birthday in 2013 
when her 
grandfather was 
diagnosed with 
lung cancer. 

It was hard for her to 
understand what was 
happening but during 
his episodes of major 
surgery and 
chemotherapy, Lowri 
often heard her family 
talk about their 
Macmillan nurse. 

When her Nana 
joined the Pontyclun 
and District Macmillan 
fundraising group, 
Lowri wanted to 
become a member, but 
she was too young. 

However, she 
persuaded her mother 
and her stepfather to 
join the group so that 
she could go along with 
them to fundraising 
events. 

Lowri threw herself 
into fundraising - 
getting together a team 
for ‘The Macmillan 
Mammoth Quiz’; 
dressing up as a witch 
for an Argos bucket 
collection; serving on 
the Macmillan stall at a 
local fete; and 
supporting the M&S 


September event. 

She regularly helps 
her Nana make the 
Macmillan token bags 
that are excellent little 
fundraising items. 

At local events, she 
has become ‘the legs of 
Muggy’ and in the 
costume encouraged 
fundraisers at the 
‘Llantrisant Walk’ 
organised by the 
Pontyclun and District 
Macmillan fundraising 
group last September. 

When Lowri was in 


her first year at 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive, the 
sixth formers organised 
a ‘Big Coffee Morning’ 
for Macmillan and she 
took inspiration from 
that. 

Being a junior pupil 
she wasn’t able to 
participate, so she 
decided to host her own 
coffee morning at home. 

The family had just 
moved to a new address 
and didn’t know their 
neighbours but 


undeterred, Lowri wrote 
invitations and hand 
posted them through 
letterboxes. Everyone 
enjoyed the event 
including several 
neighbours, and those 
who couldn’t attend 
made donations. 

Lowri made £450 for 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support and plans to 
make her home coffee 
morning a regular event. 

Her enthusiasm, 
energy and effort was 
noticed by Macmillan 
fundraising managers 
and in October last year, 
she was nominated for 
an award. 

She is old enough 
now to know that for 
people like her grandad 
to get the care they need 
a special kind of help is 
required and raising 
money for Macmillan is 
her way of helping to 
make that happen. 

Lowri’s grandfather 
was delighted when he 
was told that Lowri had 
been nominated for an 
award with Macmillan. 

Sadly he lost his 
battle with cancer in 
January. He would have 
been enormously proud 
to learn that she is now 
the Young Macmillan 
Champion in Wales. 


<MASONS 

MOBILE SELF STORAGE 

MOBILE STORAGE - FROM 
YOUR DOOR TO STORE 

3 Hassle Free Mobile Storage Solutions To Choose From 

' i 





STORAGE VAULTS ■ TRAILER PICK UP 


We deliver 
Vbuloed, 
Wecx)llect 


WedeKer 
You load, 
Weootect 


We lofWift rto wore Ybu untoad rto store 


MOVE & STORE 


Wedelivef 
We toad 
Weixtoad 
rto store 


FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL OSQQ 533 5708 

rfo^iTiasonssefstorage.co uk 

w w rrasons$eiistOf age co.uK’TroOiie-stot ^ ige 


► 
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Designer furniture for every room at prices 
everyone can afford 


Alaska Corner Sofa only £799 


Harrogate 3 seater sofa only £699 



FULLY RECLINING 

Zante Dining Set only £299 Reclaimed Ranch Extending Table only £349 




Ottoman Beds Imperio Beds 

from only from only £299 

£299 



Sofas. Dining. Beds. Bedroom. Accessories 

The must have brand for your home 


■■ 

/ ■■ 

homestores 

ihe look- 

. -for leesi 



www.fwhomestores.co.uk 

Unit 5, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, Cardiff, CF11 8TU. Tel: 02920 371970 

Open 7 Days 


Pension proposals 
for ‘WASPI’ women 


OGMORE MP Chris Elmore has 
challenged a claim by the Prime Minister 
that no woman will have to wait more 
than 18 months longer for her state 
pension, following changes in the pension 
age. 

The Labour MP intervened during a 
Westminster Hall speech by Swansea East MP 
Carolyn Harris to challenge something 
Theresa May had told him the previous week. 

He said that on the issue of fairness for 
women, he had asked Mrs May in the 
Commons about his constituent, Dianah 
Kendall, and the impact of the state pension 
age changes on her life. 

Mr Elmore told Mrs Harris: “The Prime 
Minister’s response was that no woman would 
wait longer than 18 months, but the reality is 
that many women will wait five, six or even 
seven years. 

“That does an utter injustice to what she 
said on the floor of the House.” 

Mrs Harris, campaigning for a fair pensions 
deal for women, said that remarks she had 
made previously about chaotic 
mismanagement obviously go to the top. 

She said: “Our proposals would make 


hundreds of thousands of WASPl (Women 
Against State Pension Inequality) women 
eligible for up to £156 a week, but we will not 
stop there. 

“We are developing further proposals to 
support as many WASPl women as possible. 

“We are considering proactive ways to 
support the most vulnerable now. The 
proposals will be financially credible, based on 
sound evidence and supported by WASPl 
women.” 

In the Commons the previous week, Mrs 
May had told Mr Elmore that in relation to the 
increase in the age at which women qualify for 
a state pension, the Government has 
committed more than £1 billion to lessen the 
impact on those worst affected. 

She told him: “No-one will see their pension 
age change by more than 18 months. 

“There is a wider point. We need to be 
realistic when considering pension ages about 
the fact that people are living longer. 

“If we want to carry on having an affordable 
and sustainable pension system, we need to 
equalise the state pension age for men and 
women faster and to bring forward the rise.” 


Library dog 
enjoys tales 

P E N C O E D 
Library has just 
launched a new 
junior reading 
group for 

children aged 7 - 
11 years and one 
of its members is 
a dog! 

This may be the 
first time that a 
therapy dog has been 
used in a library 
setting in Wales; if 
they are used, it’s 
usually in 

classrooms. 

Research shows 
that young people 
can become shy and 
nervous when 

reading to others in a month and the children read a new 

group. However, when they read to a book each month, then tell Pia if 
dog (which has been specially trained they’ve enjoyed the story, what they 
by Pets As Therapy) they become less liked/disliked, what they thought of the 
self-conscious and more confident characters, whether they can relate 
because the dogs are non-judgmental. their personal experiences to what 
The dog at Pencoed library is an happens in the book. 

Italian spinone called Pia, who lives in At the end of the session, they are 
Cowbridge. rewarded with a cuddle with Pia (and 

The reading group meets from 4pm squash and biscuits!). TC 

to 5pm on the first Monday of each 



Anything by Thomas Wolfe is her favourite. 


KENFIG HILL MALE 
VOICE CHOIR LOOKS 
FORWARD TO ST 
DAVID’S DAY 


KENFIG HILL Male Voice 
Choir once again has a busy 
year ahead. 

A spokesman explained: “The 
first concert was at the Green Hall in 
Cefn Cribwr, where the capacity 
audience was treated to a night of 
both traditional choir music and 
songs from the musicals. Robert 
Tremlett gave two solos which were 
very well received by the audience, 
as were the solos by Gary Hooper 
and Paul Burnell. 

“The next concert is on St David’s 
Day at the Cornelly Community 


Centre where tickets are going 
extremely quickly. 

“The choir also have a very 
special event to appear at this year, 
namely the marriage of our retiring 
chairman Harold Phillips to Ann 
McColl in May. The choir wishes 
them both all the best for the future.” 

The choir as always, welcome any 
new members. Practice is Monday 
and Thursdays at the Choral Suite, 
Greenacres Motel, North Cornelly. 
Why not come along and see if you 
like it? For further information 
contact me (Paul Burnell) on 07837 
187274. 


Register 
now for 
green 
waste 
collection 

GARDENERS can 
register now for 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
(BCBC) green waste 
collection service 
which is returning 
this spring. 

Fortnightly collections 
will make it possible to 
recycle green waste 
including plants, flowers, 
weeds, grass, leaves and 
hedge clippings. 

The service will run 
during the main growing 
season between April and 
the middle of November, 
and residents can sign up 
to the service for a one- 
off payment of £27 per 
household, with a 
discounted rate of £23 
for pensioners. 

Once payment is 
confirmed, households 
will be supplied with two 
reusable sacks for their 
green waste which will 
be collected every two 
weeks on an allocated 
day. 

Residents can register 
for the garden waste 
collection scheme by 
calling the council on 
01656 643643 and 

having their payment 
details ready. The first 
garden waste collections 
will then take place 
during the week 
commencing Monday, 
April 3. 


Goto 

The GEM 

for the latest 
stories 
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Optician’s cycle-a-thon 
for children’s hospice 


A CYCLE-A-THON has raised 
£50 for a Welsh children’s 
hospice as part of a fitness- 
themed fundraiser held at a 
Porthcawl opticians. 

Staff at Specsavers in Porthcawl 
took part in the event which saw team 
members cycle 120 miles on a static 
bike in one day in aid of Ty Hafan. 

“Inspired by the health kick many of 
us try to adopt at the start of the New 
Year, we set a challenge for the staff 
that would push them both physically 
and mentally,” said Claire Edwards, 
Specsavers’ store director in 
Porthcawl. 

“As tough as the cycle-a-thon was 
for staff, knowing that their efforts 
were raising money for the families at 
Ty Hafan made it all worthwhile. 


“The challenge was a fantastic 
success that saw customers, friends 
and members of the community give 
generously to a cause we are so proud 
to support.” 

Specsavers announced its 
partnership with Ty Hafan in 
September 2016, kicking off the year¬ 
long commitment with a donation of 
£10,958 - the amount it costs the 
charity to provide a family with 24 
hours of care. 

The charity cares for life-limited 
children and young people, and 
provides vital support to their families, 
both within the hospice and through its 
community outreach programme. 
Since 1999, it has supported 689 
children across Wales, 263 of which 
are currently under its care. 



Women on 
the march 


Safer net surfing at 
Oldcastle Primary 


MEMBERS and Friends of Soroptimist 
International, Bridgend, are planning to 
walk along the Coastal Path in Porthcawl 
on Saturday, March 11, starting at 10am, 
to celebrate International Women’s Day. 

The walk will start at Coney Beach, Porthcawl to 
Rest Bay and points on the way along the 
promenade. 

Other groups are invited to celebrate this day; 
contact Carys Brown on 01656 650685. 


Go to The GEM for 
the latest stories and 
breaking news... 

glamorgan-gem.co.uk 


PUPILS at Oldcastle Primary 
School have been taking part 
in Safer Internet Day. 

On Tuesday, February 7, CGI came 
into school to deliver a programme on 
the safe use of the internet to years 5 
and 6 children. 

The globally run Safer Internet Day 
is designed to promote the safe and 
positive use of digital technology for 
children and young people. The 
session was delivered by CGI through 
the UK Safer Internet Centre which is 
a partnership of three leading charities; 
Childnet, the South West Grid for 
Learning and the Internet Watch 
Foundation, and provides resources for 
children, schools and families to stay 
safe online. 

From cyberbullying to social 


networking, each year Safer Internet 
Day aims to raise awareness of 
emerging online issues and chooses a 
topic reflecting current concerns. 

Children were encouraged by CGI 
to highlight the positive uses of 
technology and to explore the role we 
all play in helping to create a better and 
safer online community. They found 
the sessions beneficial and learned a 
great deal about staying safe online. 

Ben, IT change manager and 
volunteer said: “I was thrilled to be 
able to join other CGI volunteers 
across the UK take part in Safer 
Internet Day and help the next 
generation to stay safe online. The 
children were very engaged, had 
knowledge of the issues already, and 
gave excellent answers to the questions 
put to them.” 


‘Health MOTs’ 
offered at Nuffield 
Health Club 


NEW health and 
wellbeing services 
providing local 
residents with 
physiotherapy and 
health MOTs, will 
be launched at a 
free ‘fitness and 
wellbeing weekend’ 
event later on this 
month, at the new 
Nuffield Health 
Fitness & Wellbeing 
Bridgend Club in 
Waterton Retail 
Park on Waterton 
Road. 

Last August, Nuffield 
Health took ownership of 
the gym along with 34 
others across the country 
from Virgin Active and 
since then a significant 
investment programme 
has taken place. 

The gym has now 
been rebranded and 
facilities enhanced with 
new clinic areas installed 
providing physiotherapy 
and health MOTs. 

To celebrate the 
launch of these new 
services, the fitness and 
wellbeing weekend will 
be held on Saturday and 
Sunday February 18 and 
19. 

Open to both non¬ 
members and members, 
visitors will receive free 
food and drink tasters 
from the cafe, mini 


health MOT checks 
measuring BMI, blood 
pressure and hip-to-waist 
ratio, experience 

personal training tasters, 
participate in fun gym 
floor challenges and 
receive free goodie bags. 

Visitors will also get a 
chance to tour the new 
physiotherapy clinic area 
where appointments are 
available for both non¬ 
members and members, 
with physiotherapy 
sessions offered (without 
the need for a GP 
referral) and appointment 
slots open within 48 
hours of booking. 
Nuffield Health’s 12- 
point health MOTs will 
also take place in other 
new clinic rooms. 

Exclusively for new 
and existing gym 
members, health MOTs 
highlight areas of health 
and wellbeing that need 
improvement and then 
encourages ways to make 
changes. The hour health 
check measures blood 
pressure, cholesterol, 
blood sugar level, BMI, 
resting heart rate, waist 
to hip ratio and aerobic 
fitness. Members will be 
able to have up to four 
free health MOTs a year. 

The Bridgend Fitness 
& Wellbeing Club will 
also be running a series 
of ‘Meet Our Experts’ 
events for both non¬ 
members and members 


throughout the year. 

These themed events 
will happen in May, 
September and 

November, and Bridgend 
residents will get the 
chance to learn how to 
improve their health and 
wellbeing, whilst 

receiving practical taster 
sessions. 

Delivered by a range 
of Nuffield Health 
experts such as 

nutritional therapists, 
physiotherapists, 
personal trainers and 

physiologists, topics can 
range from to how to get 
a better night’s sleep to 
managing weight. 

Ceil Morgan, general 
manager of the Nuffield 
Health Fitness & 

Wellbeing Bridgend 
Club, said: “We are 
really excited to be able 
to offer these unique 
health and wellbeing 
services and we are 
looking forward to 

helping Bridgend 

residents get fit and 
healthy and then stay fit 
and healthy.” 

To book your place at 
the wellbeing weekend 
visit 
www.nujfieldhealth .com/ 
weekend 

For more information 
on Nuffield Health 
contact 01372 426707 or 
email 
sarah .henderson @ nuffiel 
dhealth.com 



HUNDREDS OF ITEMS IN STOCK AVAILABLE TO TAKE AWAY TODAY! / The UK’s 

BIGGEST 

solid 






FREE SOLID 
HARDWOOD 
MIRROR 

when ycHJ spend over C299 

IV111 film irtl'lw 


DRESSERS 

ftop* 

£99 

REDS 

from 

£99 




SIDEBOARDS 

Uooi 

£49 

TV UNITS 

from 

£99 


10% OFF 
ALL ORDERS 
OVER £500 

with this voucher 


NEW STOCK DAILY • SECONDS • SLIGHT IMPERFECTIONS • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


QUALITY SOFAS 

AT CLEAAAMCe PHtCES 


SOFAS 

from 

£149 


AWAY 100% 

TODAY leather 

r\v rioliwArw sofas 


or delivery 
available 


(THE OLD EDDERSHAWS BUILDING) • HADRELD ROAD * CARDIFF CF11 8AQ 

LATE NIGHT OPENING 


CALL: 02921 674230 

Satuntoy 9am Upm, Sunday lO.aOarn 4.30pm 
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A PACKED HOUSE IN PORTHCAWL FOR 
CHRISTMAS SWIM PRESENTATION NIGHT 



PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali.co.uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage.co.uk 

V___/ 

THE annual presentation evening to 
charities benefiting from the Porthcawl 
Christmas Swim took place recently at 
The Hi Tide Inn, Porthcawl, where 26 
cheque recipients, along with guests, 
sponsors and committee members 
attended. 

A total of £12,500 was distributed to charities and 
organisations in the Porthcawl area. This included 
money raised at Porthcawl Carnival, as well as at the 
swim. 

A further £2,100 was donated from Rev Canon 
Philip Masson and family. Rev Phillip took part in 
the 2016 swim, along with three of his daughters. 

The chairman of the Swim Committee, Dave 
King welcomed everyone to the Hi Tide. Following 
the introductions Coun Robert Lee, the Mayor of 
Porthcawl, was invited to say a words and receive a 
donation for the Mayor’s Fund. 

The main recipients from the 2016 Carnival was 
Porthcawl Rock Club and Porthcawl Y Centre. For 
the 2016 Swim, it was the Emyr Owen Branch of 
LATCH. 

Other recipients included local branches of 
Samaritans, Kidney Research, Parkinson’s Support 
Group, Guide Dogs, Porthcawl RFC Juniors, 
Porthcawl Stroke Club, Trinity Care & Support, 
Porthcawl Lifeguards, Ty Ellis, Porthcawl Athletic, 
PAODS, Porthcawl Sea Cadets, Porthcawl Museum 
& Historical Society, Porthcawl Coast Watch, 
Porthcawl & Pyle Pumas, Sandville, the Emergency 
Services, RNLI, Coast Guard, St John Ambulance, 
Porthcawl Eire Service and also the Noah’s Ark 
‘Tiny Lives’ Appeal. 

A number of recipients responded with their 
appreciation and told their stories - some poignant 
moments that touched hearts! 

Tributes were paid to David Lewis (‘Dai Splash’) 
who passed away last year. Mr Lewis attended many 
Christmas Morning Swims and raised many 
hundreds of pounds over the years. 

He was a past chairman of Penybont Surf Life 
Saving Club. The current chairman, Mike Allen, 
received a donation on behalf of Penybont Surf Life 
Saving and gave his own tribute to Mr Lewis. 

Dave King encouraged more support for the 
Carnival this year please. {Check out the Facebook 
page or Web page, www.porthcawlcarnival.co.uk) 

On completion of the presentations, the raffle was 
drawn. A wonderful buffet was served by the Hi 
Tide and entertainment was provided by Porthcawl 
Rock Club, who were terrific, well done all you 
‘Rising Stars’ 

Dave went on the thank Mr. Hugh Murry of 
Porthcawl Surf School, Rest Bay and congratulated 
him on this award in 2016 ‘Best UK Surf School’. 

He thanked Porthcawl Town Council for their 
continued support, sponsors, advertisers, the Hi Tide 
management and staff, the committees and of course 
the swimmers, the organisations that enter floats and 
the general public who continue to support and 
donate. 

Here’s hoping for a record breaking Carnival and 
Swim in 2017 - two of the premier events in 
Porthcawl’s calendar. 

DK 
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Christmas Swim donations 

(continued from facing page) 

PHOTOGRAPHS by GLYN EVANS 



Solicitors waive Will 
fee so people can 
donate to Ty Hafan 



Ty Hafan provides a loving and supportive environment for 
children who need it most. 

CHILDREN’S hospice 


A ' 

has teamed up with 
solicitors across south 
Wales to offer a free Will¬ 
writing service. 

Throughout March, Ty Hafan’s 
Write a Will campaign will see local 
solicitors waive their standard fee for 
helping prepare a Will for clients, in 
return for a small donation to the 
charity. 

Kath Jones, legacy and individual 
giving fundraiser at Ty Hafan, said: 


to families are funded thanks to gifts 
in Wills. 

“By taking part in our ‘Write a 
Will’ campaign, you’ll not only be 
securing your wishes, but also be 
securing the future of life-limited 
children in Wales.” 

The Will-writing service will be 
provided by your chosen solicitor for 
a suggested donation of £50 for a 
simple Will or £75 for ‘Mirror Wills’. 

There will also be an option of 
leaving a gift to Ty Hafan in your 
will, to help the charity continue 


■‘A Will is the only way to ensure your providing care and support to families 
wishes will be honoured as you intend who need it. 
and protects your loved ones from the For more information about the 
added stress of resolving financial and Write a Will campaign, visit 
legal issues. www.tyhafan.org/writeawill or call 

“One-fifth of the services provided 02920 532 255. 



visit www.tyhafan.org/will-offer 
or call 029 2053 2255 to book. 

Additional charges may apply for more complicated Wills. 

Your chosen solicitor will be able to advise you. 

Registered Head Office: Hayes Road, Sully, CF64 5XX / Tel: 029 2053 2199 
Regisfered in Wales: No: 3077406 Regisfered Charify No: 1047912 


ty hafan 

the hospice for children in Woles 
yr hosbis i blont yng Nghymru 
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Every'thing Reduced Throughout The Store 




^HALF 

^RICE 



SALE ENDS 

THIS WEEKEND 


I free parkng 
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George Street Furnishers 

Furniture • Carpets • Beds • Bathroorris 

CARDIFF 029 20 492727 « WWW.GEORGESTREET.CO.UK 
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T9 bus service is ‘on 
the up’, according to 
Welsh Government 


THE much-criticised T9 bus 
service to Cardiff Airport is on 
the up - driven by higher 
passenger numbers - says a 
new report. 

The T9 bus service linking Cardiff 
with Cardiff Airport has experienced 
its best year on record, figures* 
released by Welsh Government have 
shown. 

Quarterly figures up to September 
2016 show an average of over 13,200 
passengers a month used the service in 
the last year, with month on month 
growth every month since June 2014. 

The Welsh Government Economy 
Secretary Ken Skates said: “Cardiff 
Airport is one of the fastest growing 
airports in the UK and continues to go 
from strength to strength. 

“Eve been clear that a reliable, 
frequent bus service linking the airport 
to Cardiff and beyond is key if the 
airport is to reach its full potential, and 


it’s encouraging to see that popularity 
of the T9 service has risen alongside 
the growth of the airport. 

“The airport continues to work hard 
to increase destinations, routes and 
possibilities on offer and I look 
forward to the T9 continuing to form 
part of this offering and building on 
these positive passenger trends.” 

Debra Barber, CEO at Cardiff 
Airport added: “An express bus service 
is vital for a capital city airport and we 
are hugely encouraged by the growth 
of the T9, and are keen for 
opportunities to link the airport to west 
Wales to be explored. 

“As an airport we have huge 
ambitions for growth and improved 
surface access, including bus, road and 
rail links, is critical in helping us 
achieve this.” 

* The figures are taken from an 
automatic passenger count used on 
Traws Cymru buses 


SSAFA appeals 
for volunteers 


S SAFA, the 
Armed Forces 
charity, has 
been providing 
support for our 
troops, veterans 
and their families 
for 131 years; 
annually, it now 


supports over 
60,000 people. 

We provide the 
‘frontline’ across the 
military charity sector 
through our network of 
motivated and 
resourceful volunteers 
who go and visit those 
who may require help 


Ar:ithony 
Jar vie Soiicdars 


Specialist solicitors in Wills, 
Powers of Attorney, Probate and 
Estate Planning and Administration, 
and Inheritance Tax Planning 

Delivering peace of mind to you and 
your loved ones whilst providing: 

• Expert and current legal advice 

• A professional and bespoke service. 

• A warm and Mendly reception to aU clients 

• Clear and competitive pricing 

• Excellent communication throughout 

• Home visits where necessary 

Please contact Helen Jones today 
for a no obligation chat 

Telephone: 01656 652737 
Email: helenj@anthonyandjarvie.co.uk 
6 Court Road, Bridgend, CF31 1BW 


and who address their 
needs. 

To continue this 
essential work SSAEA is 
in real need of more 
volunteers in your local 
area. 

Our volunteers deliver 
vital assistance in all 
sorts of ways - starting 
by visiting individuals in 
their homes, assessing 
their needs and building 
a bespoke package of 
support. 

We can help with 
issues such as mobility, 
home repairs, house 
adaptations, household 
goods, homelessness, 
marriage breakdown, 
mental health problems, 
urgent debt support, 
essential food and 
groceries needs, clothing 
and to cover the training 
costs to help younger 
veterans back into work. 

Volunteering for 
SSAEA is a most 
rewarding role. If you 
are able to help, please 
contact us at 
www.ssafa.org.uk/newre 
emits or call 0800 032 
5612. Thank you for 
your time and 
consideration. 
Lieutenant General 
(retired) Sir Andrew 
Gregory KBE CB, 
Chief Executive, 
SSAEA, the Armed 
Eorces Charity. 


STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t Replace The Frames... Just The Panes! 


CloudylClear Are A.m 

Which? 
Whidi?>Trusted 
Trader 


zzzZ 


CLEAR 


REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Dyffryn cleaning company lands 
biggest deal in its 30-year history 


DYFFRYN-based 
Abbey Cleaning 
Service has secured 
the largest deal in its 
30-year history, 
creating 10 new jobs 
in the Vale. 

The commercial 
cleaning company has 
agreed a three-year deal 
with one of Wales’ 
largest skills and 
employment providers, 
Penarth-based Itec. 

The six-figure contract 
to support the training 
company’s seven offices 
across south Wales is set 
to increase Abbey’s 
turnover by 20 per cent. 

Director of Abbey 
Cleaning, Adrian Harvie, 
said he was delighted to 
be working with another 
Welsh company to create 
more opportunities for 
local workers. 

“This new contract is 
the result of a lot of hard 
work from the 
management team and 
our staff. There is a 
strong family 

environment at Abbey, 
and I am thrilled to be 
welcoming 10 new 
additions to the team. 

“Hopefully, this is just 
the start, as we look to 


bid for more contracts 
and increase our network 
across Wales. 

“We have had a 
recruitment drive over 
the past few weeks and 
we are now welcoming 
our new team members 
as the contract begins in 
early February.” 

Jonathan Gray, Itec’s 
business support 

manager, said he was 
impressed by Abbey 
Cleaning’s dedication to 
detail and enthusiasm for 
creating local job 
opportunities: “Supp¬ 

orting Welsh businesses 
and employees is one of 
our guiding principles 
here at Itec. 

“We were impressed 
with the passion that 
Adrian and his team 
showed, and we know 
our offices will be safe in 
their hands.” 

Established 30 years 
ago. Abbey Cleaning is a 
family-run business 
working across Cardiff 
and South Wales. The 
company employs 31 
people and supports a 
range of different 
businesses, from a 
solicitor’s practice, 
through to national 
service centres. 



Adrian 
Harvie 
(left) of 
Abbey 
Cleaning 
with 

Jonathan 
Gray of 
Itec. 


www.glamoirgan-gem.co.uk 


LOCAL PROJECTS HIT 
LOTTERY JACKPOT 

NEW figures show 
that more than £1.1 
million of National 
Lottery funding 
was awarded across 
Bridgend and the 
Vale last year. 

A total of 158 grants 
were handed out to a 
wide variety of local 
projects, including: 

£4,816 to Bridgend’s 
Hospital Radio to buy a 
new broadcasting 
system, fund a radio 
licence and broadcasting 
equipment to improve 
the quality of 
broadcasting for patients 
and staff at Princess of 
Wales Hospital. 

• £1,310 went to 
Barry Rugby Football 
Club minis and juniors 
to attract and develop 


new young rugby 
players, and to continue 
to improve current club 
members. 

• £5,000 helped 
Wenvoe village hall 
replace the kitchen and 
improve facilities. 

National Lottery 
Awards winners receive 
a £3,000 cash prize and 
national recognition at a 
ceremony broadcast on 


BBC One later in the 
year. 

To nominate your 
favourite project in this 
year’s National Lottery 
Awards, tweet 
@LottoGoodCauses with 
your suggestions or call 
0207 293 3329 to find 
out more and to enter. 
Entries must be received 
by midnight on April 7. 


The Rustic 
Bench Company 

Rustic style Benches made to order 
Benches refurbished & stained 

Free Quotes Available 
www.rusticbenchcompany.co.uk 
Tel: 07875 660496 - Paul 


A WORLD 
AWAY IN 
GUERNSEY 


Fly from Ccidiff to Guernsey from 

£39-99 one way* and (My Ott away from It Alt. 


,GUERNSCr 




The fastest way^ 

from A tot ly UWa 


Broken Or Damaged Windows! Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 
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POLICE PRECEPT TO 
RISE BY 5 PER CENT 


SOUTH Wales 
Police and Crime 
Panel has agreed to 
increase the police 
precept by 5 per 
cent - a move 
which it says will 
allow investment 
into protecting 
vulnerable people 
and maintaining 
neighbourhood 


policing. 

The rise equates to an 
extra £10.39 per year 
(or 20p a week) for a 
band D household. 

Police and Crime 
Commissioner Alun 
Michael said: “The 
increase is essential to 
help maintain the 
service, while allowing 
us to protect vulnerable 
people and invest in the 
future of policing in 


south Wales. I could not 
safely recommend a 
lower increase to the 
precept. 

“Central Government 
is continuing to cut the 
grant to police forces. 
Next year, our grant has 
been cut by £2.2m. In 
real terms, the impact of 
this cut is far higher 
when we factor in 
additional burdens, such 
as the apprenticeship 
levy and increased 


■ 1 r% *'*' so'uhons 

nLl for your home 

^ and business 


Our new Offices and Workshop are: 

Unit 37a, Vale Business Park, 
Llandow, NearCowbridgeCF71 7PF. 


COMPUTER AND LAPTOP REPAIRS 
VIRUS PROBLEMS 
INTERNET & EMAIL PROBLEMS 
DATA RECOVERY 

Fast, reliable local service covering all areas including 
Cowbridge, Llantwit Major, Barry, Penarth, Cardiff 
and Bridgend. WE CAN COME TO YOU! HOME or 
OFFiCE, or call in and see us. 


Call 01446 333330 
or EMAIL - adnnin@hdcs.co.uk 
www.hdcs.co.uk 


pension costs. 

“We have made 
tough decisions for a 
number of years in 
relation to how we 
deliver our services and 
our effective forward 
planning, combined 
with the innovative way 
in which we work with 
partners to keep south 
Wales safe, is why we 
are able to continue to 
meet financial 
challenges. 

“We have taken a 
balanced approach to 
soften the impact on 
policing our 
communities, while 
keeping the burden on 
the rate payer to a 
minimum.” 

As well as receiving 
approval from the 
Police and Crime Panel, 
the precept proposals 
also had the support of 
the Police Federation, 
which represents 
officers from the rank of 
Constable to Chief 
Inspector 


Go to The 
GEM for the 
latest stories 
and breaking 
news... 

glamorgan- 

gem.co.uk 


Sentinel joins bus collection 


THE Cardiff 

Transport 
Preservation Group 
based at the Bus 
Depot, Barry, has 
secured an unusual 
65-year-old Sentinel 
bus with a 
Caerphilly-made 
body for its 
collection of historic 
vintage buses. 

Late last year, a 
former-1944 Pontypridd 
partially-restored World 
War Two utility Bristol 
K6A double decker was 
brought to Barry from 
Norfolk. 

Now it’s the turn of a 
partially-restored 
Caerphilly-built bus from 
Yorkshire. This single 
deck bus is an example of 
a quite unusual 
manufacturer of motor 
vehicles, even in its 
heyday of the 1950s, and 
few survive today. 

The 1950s Sentinel 
bus was spotted for sale 
by one of the preservation 
group’s members, Clive 
Williams who realised it 
had a Caerphilly 
connection. 

Sentinel of 

Shrewsbury provided the 
diesel engine and running 
gear but importantly to 
the Cardiff-based group, 
the bus with registration 
‘ODE 182’ has bodywork 
designed and supplied by 
Welsh Metal Industries, a 
business based in 
Caerphilly. 

It was new in 1952 to 
Edwards Bus Services of 
Cymmych in 




Pembrokeshire and building railway steam engine manufacture 
became part of Mid Way locomotives, and steam which later became 
Motors before it was sold powered road waggons. Vickers Rolls Royce. 
on to another operator in “Byl950, the company “The public will be 
England. The 65-year- moved into the motor age able to see this unique 
old, 44-seat bus has been with the manufacture of Sentinel bus at the 
partly restored by John lorries along with a group’s spring special 
Hinchliffe of Yorkshire, number of buses and a 25th anniversary 

but it will need additional few touring coaches. In Running Day at The Bus 
restoration to complete it. 1957, it was bought by Depot, Barry on Sunday, 

Mike Taylor, chairman Rolls Royce for diesel May 7. 
of the Heritage Bus 
Group said: “The 

Sentinel with a 
Caerphilly-made body 
was a find that we just 
had to secure. It is under 
restoration with much of 
the interior and frames 
prepared ready for panels 
to be added, then it will 
need the connecting up 
of all its electrical 
components and restoring 
the engine. 

“Sentinel may seem to 
some seem an unusual 
make of bus. The 
company existed between 
1902 and 1957 and they 
were more famous for 


^j^K)vcn clcaninj^ 

“ Treat yourself to a 
Sparkling clean oven 
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Ty llandaff 


CARE HOME 

JOIN US AT OUR 
OPEN DAY EVENT 

SUNDAY 19TH FEBRUARY 
11AM TO 4PM 

Enjoy a cup of tea, a chat and some delicious home 
baking. Home Manager Janice Evans and her team will 
be on hand to show you round our new state-of-the-art 
home and answer any questions you may have. 

Tour Our Facilities: 

En-suite Rooms Cinema Library Fine Dining 
Coffee Bar Gardens Restaurant Gym & Salon 
Activities Chauffeur Driven Car & Mini Bus 

To book your place call Janice Evans, Home Manager 

on 02920 600100 or email info(^tyllandffcare.com 
We look forward to welcoming you into our home. 

Conway Road, Pontcanna, Cardiff CFl 1 9NT 

www.tyllandaffcare.com 
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BUY WELSH' CAMPAIGN 
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A RATED 
DOUBLE GLAZED 


A RATED 
TRIPLE GLAZED 


A RATED PLATINUM 
ULTRA HIGH SECURITY TRIPLE GLAZED 


£350 £499 


£540 
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COLO%mtSD 
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£995 I 


£2500 I ^ £999 ISS^SSSSi. 
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C2S WALES 
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CALL US 
ANY TIME 

OMf^ rwDNIS Mf yANNfD 

VISIT OUR SUP€RB SHOWROOM 

UM 1. Yonc ParK Chepstow Rdl 

Bnckiervd rd Estate Brdoend CF31 3T8 


RMyY»4>mcq<WMifl fwuam* 

wYvw.,g2swindowsdoors.co.uk 

24/7 

01656 349467 
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J A ONE STOP ENGINEERING STORE. 




WORKWEAR p. t 

COMPRESSORS 

WORK TOOLS 

GARDEN TOOLS 

BARBECUES 

GAS FIRES & REFILLS 


Siow io* 

4ri(g^npi^ 


THE ENGINEERS AND 
TRADESMAN'S CHOICE 


FIXINGS & 
FASTENERS 

Ai extensive 
range of steel 
& stayess steel 
fasteners. 


BRID GEND' S I 
MAIN bflioni | 
GAS DEALER ^ 

BOTTIED GAS AVAILABIE HERE FOR 
AU YOUR LFG REQUIREMENTS 


BMOA- 




* I ^ 
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riversidehardware 

& engineers supplies 


ESI, 


UNIT 3C, NORTH ROAD. BRIDGEND IND. 
BRIDGEND CF31 3TP 

TEL: 01656 662449 • FAX: 01656 768375 

E-moil: iiiloOriv«flide^orclvs^Dre :o uk • Website: wvAi^.rr^skleKardvi^re.co.uk 
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‘All passengers 
must be able to buy 
railway tickets’ 


SOUTH Wales Central AM 
Andrew RT Davies has 
expressed his concern at what 
appear to be disproportionate 
penalty fares being imposed 
on rail passengers on the Vale 
of Glamorgan line. 

In a much publicised incident a 
woman from Barry was fined £616.30 
after being unable to purchase a ticket 
on a train from Grangetown to Cardiff 
Bay. 

The woman, who was pregnant at 
the time, claimed that the ticket 
machine on the station was broken, 
and then on the two trains she used to 
travel to her destination the ticket 
collector was unable to reach her due 
to overcrowding. 

Mr Davies said he accepts that 
action must be taken to address 
deliberate fare dodging, but that 
disproportionate action should not 
apply to passengers who make 


genuine attempts to purchase a ticket 
but the opportunity is not available to 
them. 

He has written to the managing 
director of Arriva Trains Wales, 
asking him to investigate the incident 
and ensure that if it is as has been 
reported, action is taken to remedy the 
situation. 

He has also sought assurances that 
proper opportunities are made 
available for passengers to buy 
tickets, and that no passenger is 
penalised if this is not possible. 

In particular, he has raised concerns 
relating to card-only machines at 
certain stations, which are obviously 
not accessible to all. 

Mr Davies said: “No reasonable 
person would argue that fare dodgers 
should not be dealt with, but those 
who make a legitimate attempt to buy 
a ticket but find they are unable to 
should not be penalised.” 


JG PLANT LTD 



Tho Power Of Dreams 


Your local Honda Power equipment A 
Honda Lawn and Garden Dealership 
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Couple are thrilled with a suite 
delivery from The Place for Homes 


LOCAL furniture 
store The Place for 
Homes has started 
to deliver free sofas 
and chairs to those 
in need throughout 
the Vale, using 
their own expert 
delivery teams and 
vehicles to 
undertake the task. 

Rhian Francis, 
managing director, 
visited the homes of 
some of those benefiting 
from the free sofas and 
chairs and met some of 
the recipients. 

“The first delivery 
attempt we made to Mr 
and Mrs Craven didn’t 
go quite as smoothly as 
we hoped as the sofa 
and chairs that they had 
selected wouldn’t fit 
through the front door!” 

Not to be deterred the 


delivery staff measured 
all the access points and 
returned to the store 
with the measurements 
to find an alternative 
suite to fit in the 
property. 

The following day 
the delivery team 
returned and 
successfully delivered a 
settee and two chairs. 

Mr and Mrs Craven 
were thrilled, and 
thanked The Place For 
Homes for everything 
they had done to help. 

Mrs Craven said: 

“We couldn’t believe it 
when the first sofa and 
chairs wouldn’t come in 
through the front door 
and we thought that 
would be it; but Rhian 
told us not to worry, 
they’d find us one that 
would come in and 
that’s exactly what 
they’ve done! 


“Our children will 
now have somewhere to 
sit and we can’t believe 
how comfortable the 
sofas are.” 

Sofas and chairs are 
being given to couples, 
families and single 
parent families with 
young children who are 
identified as most in 
need by the Vale 
Council. 

Many of those who 
have benefited have no 
other furniture in the 
home. 

Deliveries will 
continue over the next 
few weeks and Rhian 
confirmed that The 
Place For Homes would 
continue with the 
initiative and work with 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council and housing 
associations in the 
future. 


Ramblers in happy mood! 


A SHORT train ride from 
Llanharan to Pencoed set the 
Vale Ramblers in a good mood 
for the start of Sunday’s walk. 

The ticket collector was a bit 
overawed when he opened the doors 
to 22 enthusiastic early morning 
ramblers, fully kitted with boots, 
gaiters, poles and backpacks, 
reminiscent of well-behaved but eager 
school children! 

From Pencoed, they strode up over 
a wet and muddy Hirwaun Common 
and on to Mynyddy Gaer by the old 
drover’s road past Taf Ely Windfarm, 
with windmills whirling. 


Passing the remains of St Peter’s 
Church, they quickly reached 
Llantrisant Forest and a downhill 
ascent to Llanharan. Technology 
enticed the walkers to check the 
‘game’ score, feeling even more 
elated at the final score! 

Visit www.valeofglamorgan .co .uk 
for further information. 


For the latest stories 
and breaking news... 

glamoirgan-gem.co.uk 



Mrs Craven (left) with The Place for Homes 
managing director Rhian Francis who 
made sure that after the first suite couldn’t 
quite make it, the second one did! 


DAVID PROSSER SCO 


SOLICITORS 

Wills, Lasting Powers of 
Attorney, Probate and Estate 
Disputes & Administration 

WE ARE A LOCAL, WELL 
ESTABLISHED LEGAL PRACTICE 

We will: 

• Be polite and professional 

• Respond promptly to your enquiries 

• Provide clear information on costs 

• Offer home visits where necessary 

Please contact Brendan Sweeney. 

Telephone 01656 645921 

E-Mail: brendansweeney@ 
davidprosser.co.uk 

3 Court Road, Bridgend CF31 1BL 

David Prosser & Co is the trading name of 
DP Law Limited. 


Llantwit Major School 
Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr 


For all students and parents considering sixth form 
options, you are invited to visit our'brand new school' 

to attend our... 

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 

Wednesday 1 March 2017 
6.00pm - 8.00pm 

The School will host a range of subject presentations including: 

• Available A level & Vocational courses 

• Details of the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification 

• An outline of the first class support provided 

• The extra-curricular opportunities available 

• Resources to enhance learning 


Llantwit Major School, Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major, 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF61 1TQ Tel: 01446 793301 

llantwitnnajorhs(S)valeofglannorgan.gov.uk 
www.llantwitschooLorg.uk (©LlantwitMajorSc 
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VAT SALE UP TO 20% OFF • VAT SALE UP TO 20% OFF 
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J. FREE electric 
underfloor 
heating with every 
full package 
CONSERVATORY 
bought. Don’t miss 
f this amazing 
^ OFFER 
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Established award winning family-run Welsh company M 


12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE 

FREE VERTICAL BUNDS 
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SPONSORED 

BY 




#BARRYCINEMEMO 

www.memoartscentre.co.uk 


The GEM 


BARRY’S NEW DIGITAL 
CINEMA & LIVE 
STREAMING THEATRE 


WHAT S ON AND WHERE IN 
AND AROUND YOUR AREA 


Action on 
Hearing 

DO you have hearing 
loss? Would you like 
to be more confident 
with going online and 
using the Internet? 

Age Connects Cardiff 
and Vale are working to 
make this possible. 

Every Friday starting 
March 3, Action on 
Hearing Wales will be 
based at Age Connects 
Cardiff and Vale, Senior 
Health Shop, 38 Holton 
Road, Barry from 
10.30am to 12pm to 
provide help on using 
new technology. 

Learn to make the 
most of your smartphone 
or tablet, learn about 
communication apps like 
FaceTime, Skype, 
Facebook, etc. 

No appointment is 
needed, just come along 
for a chat and build your 
confidence and skills. 

Contact Chris Lazo 
02920 523129 or 01446 
732385 for further 
information. 

Cowbridge Art 
Society 
ON February 16 
Cowbridge Art 
Society welcomes 
retired art lecturer 
and award-winning 
artist Alan Salisbury 
(www.alansalisbury.co 
m) who will talk 
about his working 
practices. 

This will be an 
illustrated lecture 
‘Working from Art 
Historical Traditions’ 
and include 
demonstration of his 
techniques. 

The next meeting will 
be on March 2 when 
artist and author Paul 
Weaver 

(www.paulweaverart.co. 


uk) will give an acrylic 
demonstration of 
painting animals in a 
landscape. 

The society meets on 
Thursday evenings at the 
Old Hall, Cowbridge 
(7pm - 9 pm) and 
occasional visitors and 
new members are most 
welcome. For details of 
the society’s programme 
and activities, see 
www.cowbridgeartsociet 
y.com. 

Fundraising 
quiz night 
BARRY RFC under- 
15s are hosting a quiz 
night on Friday, 
February 17 at 8pm at 
Barry Rugby Club, 
Merthyr Dylan Road, 
Barry. Cost £2 per 
player; everyone 
welcome. Raffle, bar 
and refreshments. 
Have a post- 
Christmas 
clear-out! 

KPC Youth will hold a 
sale on Saturday, 
February 18 from 
10am - i2 midday at 
KPC Youth & 
Community, off Pyle 
Inn Way, Pyle, 
Bridgend (CF33 6A). 

Stalls available at £5, 
entry free. Refreshments. 
For further information 
contact: 01656 749219 
745399 or 

kpcy outh @ hotmail .com. 

Joint advice 
surgery 
A SURGERY will be 
held on February 18 
by AM Huw Irranca- 
Davies and MP Chris 
Elmore at Evanstown 
Community Centre 
(CF39 8RP) between 
9.30am and 10.30am. 
No appointment 
necessary. 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerj ackpot 
lottery draw 

number D970: 

• The £2,000 
rollover was not won 


this week. 

• £2,000: 370097. 


• £10: 

444550. 

223138, 

568799. 

222928, 

754777. 

894621, 

702546. 

760701, 

242409. 

202433, 

278945. 

425419, 

726491. 

915333, 

602944. 

870701, 

440147. 

1639578,1088, 

1821. 

• £5: 

189265. 

827199, 

853521. 

589538, 

306646. 

868132, 

944609. 

599079, 

849954. 

361613,281379,791118. 

398129, 

948541. 

477469, 

945727. 

247323, 

143677. 


581588, 340998, 

975905, 397128, 

357422, 498216, 

893661, 774376, 

256753, 386261, 

489393, 419096, 

653714, 394310, 

731472, 582477, 

777151,113210,252410, 
185505, 355459, 

770594, 

385600,949125, 

172725,613311, 

526143,456337, 

692755,532597, 

569739,419116, 

473869,644013, 

373381,161108, 
410940,269067, 
206198,289946, 

915829,1012966. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions 
contained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


Valeways 
guided walks 

A WALK: Gwarchodfa 
Cwm Colhuw nature 
reserve on Sunday, 
February 22, meeting 
at 2pm at Gorsaf 
Reilffordd, Llanilltud 
Fawr. 

On Thursday, 

February 26 ‘Round and 
about and backwards! ’, a 
walk of between seven 
and eight miles, will 
start from the Merrie 
Harrier pub in 
Llandough at 10am. 

Half term fun 

Griffin Books, 
Penarth’s independent 
bookshop, will become 
Pooh Corner for the 
day on Wednesday, 
February 22! 

Drop in any time 
between 10am and 3pm 
for Winnie the Pooh- 
themed activities, crafts 
and storytime with 
special prices on all 
Winnie the Pooh books. 
Free entry with 
refreshments provided. 
Call 02920 706455 for 
more information. 

Relaxation 
and meditate 

OVER-60S relaxation 
and mindful meditation 
classes are starting on 
Thursday, March 9 
from 3.15pm to 4.15pm 
at the Age Connects 
Cardiff and Vale 
Senior Health Shop, 38 


Holton Road, Barry 
and on Monday 
mornings at The 
Gathering Place in St 
Athan from 9.30am - 
11.15am. 

Relief from pain, 
anxiety, sleep disorders, 
and many other 
conditions. Meditation 
can reduce blood 
pressure and increase 
happiness. 

Join Natalie, an 
experienced meditation 
teacher for easy-to-learn 
techniques. Cost £3.50. 
Call 07341 264686 for 
further information on 
any of these classes, or 
01446 732385 (Age 
Connects Senior Health 
Shop). 

Lunch of 
Champions 

AN event takes place 
in the Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge, on Friday, 
March 10 from 
12.30pm to 3.30pm, 
when IBF 

Featherweight World 
Champion, Lee Selby 
and former WBO 
Cruiserweight 
Champion of the 
World, Enzo 
Maccarineli, will be 
giving an exclusive 
luncheon talk. 

The event will be 
hosted by Nicky Piper 
(MBE and Former 
Commonwealth Light 
Heavyweight 


Champion). 

Tickets are now on 
sale; see 

WWW.lunchofchampions. 
co.uk for further details; 
call 01446 775306 or 
07749 881 644. 

Carers Trust 

Carers Trust Wales are 
undertaking a range of 
consultation exercises 
across Cardiff and the 
Vale to identify the 
value and purpose of 
unpaid carers, friends 
and family that do the 
caring . 

They are looking at 
identifying the value and 
purpose of Carers’ 
Forum and how to 
overcome any barriers to 
engagement. 

They are keen to meet 
with established groups 
of carers during January, 
February and March. 

If you know a group 
that might be interested 
in being part of the 
consultation, or would 
like further information, 
contact Denise Dyer, 
engagement officer at 
Carers Trust South East 
Wales on 07712 674398. 

A meeting will be 
held at Age Connects 
Cardiff and Vale Senior 
Health Shop, 38 Holton 
Road, Barry, on 
Thursday, March 9 from 
10am to 12pm if you 
would like to come 
along and fill in a 
confidential survey. 


Try sky diving for 
Barnardofs — ifs 
truly exhilarating! 


BARNARDO’S is looking for 
people across Wales brave 
enough to make a sponsored 
10,000 feet free-fall tandem 
parachute jump in aid of 
vulnerable children. 

Dare-devils are being asked to join 
the children’s charity’s first ever UK 
Sky Dive Challenge and jump at one 
of nine sites across the UK - 
including Swansea - on July 2. 

The registration deposit is £70 and 
participants will be required to raise 
£395 in sponsorship. 

Senior event manager at 
Barnardo’s, Matt Short, said: “This is 


the first time we’ve challenged people 
across the country to take part in a 
sky diving event. 

“It promises to be great fun and is 
an opportunity for those who may not 
have done this type of activity before 
to push themselves. 

“All money raised will be used to 
help vulnerable children supported by 
Barnardo’s, such as those as young as 
five who care for a sick or disabled 
relative or those who have been 
sexually exploited.” 

For more information and to sign 
up, go to 

www.barnardos.org.uk/skydive or call 
Matt Short on 0208 498 7676. 


‘BIG FELL’ EVENT 


PORTHKERRY 
Country Park is set 
to host an event 
subsidised by the 
Heritage Lottery 
Fund. 

February 18 will see 
the Millwood woodlands 
at the country park 
welcome Shire horses 
and tree-felling 

demonstrations, as well 
as other interactive 
demonstrations. 

Visitors to the park 
will be able to make a 
bird table, take part in 


willow-weaving or an 
axe and sawing 
workshop, and get stuck 
into an array of bush craft 
activities. 

The ‘Big Fell’ event is 
completely free of 
charge, with visitors 
being advised to park at 
the main car park, or 
walk to the Cwm Ciddi 
Sawmill and Millwood 
area of the park. 

Visitors are advised to 
wear wellies, as the area 
in which the events are 
set to take place is likely 
to be muddy. 

Porthkerry Country 


Park boasts 220 acres of 
woods and meadowland 
in a sheltered valley, 
which leads on to a 
pebble beach with 
spectacular cliffs. The 
park has a number of 
nature trails, picnic sites, 
a cafe, a play area, 
barbecue areas and mini 
golf course. 

For more information 
on the Big Fell, or 
Porthkerry Country Park 
in general, call 01446 
733589, or email 
Porthkerry @ valeofglam 
organ.gov.uk. 


The Lego Batman 
Movie is a huge 
amount of fun! 


I F The Lego 
Movie proved to 
be a surprise 
success back in 
2014, then perhaps 
the standout 
character was even 
more surprising. 

Amidst a raft of 
cameos from various 
characters. Lego Batman 
(voiced by Will Arnett) 
proved to be the 
highlight of the film, 
and unsurprisingly, the 
clamour for him to have 
his own film was such 
that, three years later, 
here we are with The 
Lego Batman Movie. 

Arnett returns to 
voice the Dark Knight, 
who, depressed with his 
life as a playboy by day 
and vigilante at night, 
and after crime has been 
eradicated, is 
encouraged by his 
faithful butler Alfred 
(Ralph Fiennes) to 
throw his energy into 
something else; namely 
raising his ward, Dick 
Grayson (voiced by 
Michael Cera), which 
proves to be as taxing as 
battling the villains of 
Gotham City, such as 
the Joker (voiced by 
Zach Galifianakis), 
Harley Quinn (Jenny 
Slate) and many more... 

After Zack Snyder’s 
rather po-faced, super- 
severe take on Batman 
in last year’s Batman v 
Superman: Dawn of 
Justice, it seems the 
world is ready for a 
slightly less intense take 
on the Caped Crusader; 
after all. The Lego 
Batman Movie was 
never likely to go down 
the path of Snyder’s 
Darker-than-Dark 
Knight. 

Instead, we get a film 
that is a superb addition 
to the Batman film 
canon, one that is both 
committed to, and 
playfully pokes fun at, 
the mythology of the 
character and his 
supporting cast, and one 
that skewers its subject 
matter with loving 
mockery. 

The only downside is 
that the film front loads 
this irreverent take on 
the character, and the 
second half of the film 
reverts to traditional 
storytelling and 
humour, which slightly 
takes the sheen off 
proceedings. 

It’s always hard to 
take a secondary 
character (as Batman 
was in The Lego Movie) 
and see if they can 
sustain and hold up their 
own 100-minute film. 
With Batman it’s made 
easier by the fact that 
the character and story 
has 78 years of 
backstory and no end of 
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characters (even the 
Condiment King) to 
bring into the plot. 

So what you get is a 
story that amplifies the 
character we met in The 
Lego Movie; a loner 
with a strong sense of 
self-worth unable to see 
the world around him. 

With such a character, 
spending this amount of 
time around him could 
become tiresome, but 
thanks to Will Arnett’s 
ability to play the role 
completely deadpan it 
never does, and as the 
story amplifies Batman’s 
issues (adopting Dick 
Grayson, battling the 
Joker and an assorted 
pick ’n mix bag of 
adversaries) his 
frustration and anger 
become ever more 
entertaining. 

While the underlying 
message of the film is 
all about teamwork (a 
noble one that kids will 
digest amongst the 
brightly coloured 
visuals), there are also 
so many gags for both 
grown-ups and Batman 
aficionados to savour. 

Whether it’s the 
mocking of the Joker’s 
evil schemes. Batman’s 
seeming inability to 
catch his most well- 
known villains, or subtle 
digs at the past films. 


the humour comes from 
a reverential angle, 
while the number of 
Batman TV series jokes 
show where the film’s 
writers get much of 
their influence from. 

It all works superbly 
well, but then loses its 
direction a little come 
the final third; the sharp 
humour that plays with 
the character’s history is 
replaced by generic 
gags, and the plot lays 
on the teamwork 
message a little too 
broadly. 

The oomph and fizz 
of earlier just lags a 
little (a common issue 
with the majority of 
comedy films to be fair), 
and the climax, while 
thoroughly inventive 
visually, just lacks the 
narrative invention to 
end the film on a high. 

That said, there is 
much right with this 
film. The use of Barbara 
Gordon as the 
commissioner rather 
than her father is a nice 
note, as is her moral 
superiority over Batman, 
while the Easter eggs 
are a treasure trove of 
DC comics references 
that are a joy to behold. 

A slightly 

cumbersome conclusion 
aside. The Lego Batman 
Movie is a hugely 
entertaining piece of 
work. 

VERDICT-A funny 
film not afraid to bite 
the hand that feeds. The 
Lego Batman Movie is a 
wonderful watch. 

Packed with enough 
minute detail to satisfy 
the most ardent Bat-fan, 
and working broadly 
enough on its own 
terms, it’s only undone 
by a lag in pace come 
the final third; that 
aside, it’s a superb 
effort. Recommended. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: The Lego 
Movie (2014), Batman 
Forever (1995) 


Folk tales 
for children 

TRAVEL on a magical journey through 
the beautiful landscape of Glamorgan 
with this unique collection of folk tales 
retold for children by a professional 
storyteller. 

Of her book Glamorgan Folk Tales, author Cath 
Little said: “These are our treasures, our intangible 
heritage; these ancient tales connect us with one 
another, with the land and with the people who once 
lived here. 

“I love these old stories and I wanted to help pass 
them on and keep them alive on the tongue.” 

Glamorgan Folk Tales, by Cardiff-born 
professional storyteller Cath Little, is suitable for 
primary school-aged children, and is published by 
The History Press and it is illustrated by Peter 
Stevenson. 
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Barnardo’s support for families of veterans 


FAMILIES of 
Welsh Armed 
Forces veterans 
struggling to cope 
with civilian life are 
to get support from 
a new service being 
launched by 
Barnardo’s Cymru. 

The UK’s largest 
children’s charity will be 
providing therapeutic 
and practical support for 
families of veterans 
finding it hard to adjust 
in the community, 
caught in the Criminal 
Justice System, or at risk 
of falling into crime. 

The Families of 
Veterans’ Support 


Service (FVSS) will be 
launched today at 
12.30pm at the Senedd, 
Cardiff Bay with Carl 
Sargeant, Welsh 
Government Cabinet 
Secretary for 
Communities and 
Children, and Melloney 
Poole, head of the 
Armed Forces Covenant 
Fund, which has 
provided £433,000 to 
fund the project. 

The Valley Military 
Wives Choir have 
travelled from Anglesey 
to provide the 
music. 

The launch of the new 
service follows research 
by the Royal British 
Legion which shows that 


working age veterans are 
at greater risk of 
depression, chronic 
health conditions and 
poverty and are also 
more likely to have 
unpaid caring 
responsibilities. 

Research has also 
found that those who 
experienced difficulties 
- such as school 
expulsion or having 
parents with drug or 
alcohol problems - 
before entering the 
military are more likely 
to be experiencing 
difficulties now. 

Dr Sam Clutton, 
assistant director of 
policy for Bamardo’s 
Cymru, said: “Service 


families are often faced 
with unique challenges, 
ranging from family 
members returning home 
with a combat injury or 
illness such as post 
traumatic stress disorder, 
to children having to 
adapt to a succession of 
new schools, disrupting 
their education and 
limiting their 
opportunities to sustain 
long term friendships. 

“During their time in 
the Services there is a 
shared understanding of 
the issues that are faced 
by veterans and formal 
and informal support 
networks are in place, 
but on leaving the 
Forces these are often 
lost.” 

The charity has been 
working with the Royal 
British Legion and other 
Forces’ charities. 
Integrated Offender 
Management Cymru and 
South Wales Police to 
develop a consistent 
pathway that ensures 
veterans and their 
families can access 
Barnardo’s services to 
address multiple needs. 

Barnardo’s Cymru 
will also be working 
with the Endeavour 
veterans’ wing in HMP 
Parc Prison, Pencoed 
and the veterans’ wing at 
the new HMP Berwyn, 
Wrexham, to identify 
and offer support to 
families who need extra 
help when the veteran is 
serving a prison 
sentence. 

Children with a 
parent in prison often 


struggle in school and 
can feel a sense of loss. 
They are also more 
likely to end up in the 
criminal justice system 
themselves and suffer 
from mental health 
issues. 

The service will 
promote a whole family 
approach with an 
emphasis on early 
intervention where 
specific multiple support 
needs have been 
identified to build 
resiliance in children and 
their families. 

Ant Metcalfe, Wales 
area manager of the 
Royal British Legion, 
said: ‘The Armed 
Forces community in 
Wales make a huge 
contribution to the 
nation as a whole and 
have a wealth of skills 
and knowledge that can 
and do, provide huge 
benefits to our 
communities. 

“Although the 
majority of Armed 
Forces personnel will 
transition well into 
civilian life, some will 
encounter difficulties, 
and it is essential the 
right support is in place 
for them and for their 
families. This service 
will provide welcome 
support for families who 
may have a wide range 
of support needs and we 
look forward to building 
on our joint working 
with Bamardo’s Cymm 
and the other partners.” 

FVSS will be 
launched at the Senedd, 
Cardiff Bay on 


Thursday, Febmary 9 at 
12.30pm. 

For further 
information contact 
Barnardo’s Cymru media 
and communications 
manager Margaret 
O’Reilly on 029 2043 
6229107827 977830. 

A case history: 

Helen Cottrell knows 
exactly how difficult life 
can be for the families of 
veterans. 

Her husband Richard, 
who joined the Army as 
a teenager, left the Royal 
Welsh in 2012, hoping to 
move into close 
protection work. But 
finding it difficult to get 
regular employment he 
fell into depression and 
suffered Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder. Things 
became so bad that he 
considered killing 
himself. 

Helen found the stress 
of caring for him and her 
daughter, who has 
special educational 
needs, overwhelming 
and began suffering 
from depression herself. 

“I was at breaking 
point. I had no one to 
talk to and explain that I 
needed help. Not 
knowing what was 
available or how to get 
help were the hardest 
things. Without the 
intervention from 
Barnardo’s Cymru I 
don’t know where things 
would have ended,” said 
Helen who lives near 
Blackwood. 

Helen now receives 
regular support visits 
from Karen Djohari 


from Barnardo’s 
Cymru’s Families of 
Veterans Support 
Service. Helen said: “It 
can be very difficult for 
military families who are 
used to living in a 
bubble with all the 
support from the 
regiment and other 
families. 

“Once partners have 
left the services it can be 
difficult to connect with 
any support and that 
leaves people feeling 
very isolated; even their 
own families don’t 
understand or know how 
to deal with issues such 
as PTSD. 

“Richard was trying 
really hard to provide for 
the family when he left 
the Army but the work 
wasn’t regular so there 
were months when we 
couldn’t pay the bills. 

He wasn’t coping, 
anxiety led to depression 
and the return of PTSD 
and he wanted to do 
something silly. We 
have got through the 
worst of it but it’s been 
really hard at times. 

“My husband fought 
for Queen and country. 


he has put his life on the 
line and lost friends, he 
has been through a lot. 
But when veterans return 
to civilian life they often 
have to face stigma 
because they were in the 
military, they don’t feel 
welcome. They can be 
made to feel worthless 
and end up locking 
themselves away, unable 
to face going to crowded 
places.” 

Karen has helped 
Helen in her fight to get 
a statement of special 
educational needs for her 
daughter and has 
encouraged her to return 
to college. Helen now 
has her sights on 
becoming a forensic 
psychologist. 

“Barnardo’s Cymru 
have been fantastic for 
us as a family. 

Whenever I felt things 
were too much for me or 
I just couldn’t face doing 
something Karen would 
say, ‘Yes you can’. She 
would get me through it. 
I feel I’ve known her a 
lifetime and she never 
lets me down,” said 
Helen. 


ZERO TOLERANCE 
DAY FOR FGM 


FEMALE Genital Mutilation 
(FGM) Zero Tolerance Day 
took place on February 6 and 
trade union UNISON 
CymruAVales, has called for 
more to be done to stop the 
illegal practice. 

A spokesperson said that as 
recently as 2014, the Wales FGM 
Forum reported that more than 600 
women are living with full or 
partially-removed genitals in Wales. 

Jennifer Griffin, UNISON 
Cymru/Wales organiser for Women’s 
rights, said: “This is another abuse 
and human rights violation to girls. It 
is time to stand together and change 
the actions of others that affect girls 
and women’s lives globally, on a 
daily basis. 

“Back street surgeries and home 


mutilations are still going on 
throughout the world. The more 
awareness we can raise, the more 
victims or potential victims will 
come forward to help stop this ritual 
abuse. 

“FGM is now a serious crime 
which results in a jail sentence but 
we need to do more to support the 
victims to report this atrocious act 
and help them to feel safe when 
reporting this abuse. 

“We need to create more cultural 
and religious awareness for children 
and young girls that the ritual is 
barbaric, they do not have to go 
through this and that they can be 
protected.” 

The trade union commended the 
development of an NHS all-Wales 
clinical pathway for use with all 
women with FGM. 


Friends and Neighbours 
FRIENDS and Neighbours Group meet at Beryl 
Road Pioneer Hall monthly with the support of 
Age Connects Cardiff and Vale Senior Health 
Shop. 

Contact Gay Fifield on 01446 400044 for further 
information. 

Y Bont fundraisers sought 

CHILDREN’S charity Y Bont are appealing for 
help in organising their midsummer afternoon 
tea, which will take place in June this year. 

If you feel that you can help, call 01656 646013 
for information. 


Brighten up your home with a stunning new kitchen 

Our unique Kitchen Genie makeover will transform your existing kitchen by giving it a brand new facelift 


ABOUT OUARTZIZE... 

jeiif 'wattopB w h — < h i a 
quartz ov«rlav simp(y~fiS 
KMn^autlio*. 

• EasrlOGOS tor 
nWTtwnt » Easey tnatalid 
than grwHa 
• Itndes 




5 quartejze 


No need to «nply oupboBids 
Most Kitchens comptsted in a day 
No mess, notuss 
Ml doors rnade to maasura 

Choose Korn Laminata. 

Solid Wuod or Painted Doors 

FREE design sen^tce 
Call lor a FREE question 
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WINTER SALE NOW ON! 


PLUS 6 
MONTHS 

FREE INSURANCE 
ON ALL SCOOTERS, 
POWERCHAKS, 
WHEELCHAIRS 
AND 

RISER RECLINERS 


20% OFF 




MARKED PRICES ON 

ALL 

WHEELCHAIRS 




FREE STROLLEY TROLLEY 

(WORTH OVER £40) pv H 

*WITH ALL RISER 
RECUNER CHAIRS 
£550 AND OVER 


£75 OFF 

MARKED PRICES 
ON ALL 

POWERCHAIRS 




i 




WIN BACK THE 
COST OF YOUR 
NEW ROAD 

SCOOTER 

ASK IN STORE FOR T&CS 



10% OFF 


AAARKB) PRICES 
ON ALL 

WALKERS AND 
FRAMES 



STAIRLIFTS (INCLUDES FITTING AND WARRANTY) 

NEW STRAIGHT wcfim RECONOmONED-STRAIGHT NEW CURVED (Flue £200 gMT voochei) 


NOW FROM ONLY 


£1075*° 

FROM ONLY 

£495 

FROM ONLY 

£2995 


FREEPHONE 0800 888 2259 FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION SURVEY 


CARDIFF ABLEWORLD 

Penarth Road Retail Park 
Penartti Road, Cardiff, CF11 8EF 
Email; inlo^SableworldcardiN.co.ek 

T: (02921) 321072 

Open Mon * Sal 9 00am • S SOpm 
To see more stores, ptease visit: 
WWW. ablewortd. ce. ok 

Neit to Uie Baitl S1or« 


BRIDGEND ABLEWORLD 

Bridgend Shopping Centre, Brackla Street, 
Bridgend, Wales. CF3110D 
Email: infoii^ableworldlKidgend.co.ek 

T: (01656) 856 696 

Open Mon ■ Sat 9.00am • S.JOpm 
To see mote stores, please visit 
www.ablewofid. ce, ok 

Opposite Willo'B 


www.ableworld.co.uk 
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College student Briony 
is setting off to help the 
needy in Swaziland 


TOP CHEFS PULL OUT ALL 
THE STOPS FOR TY HAFAN 


A CARPENTRY 
student from 

Cardiff and Vale 
College is to travel 
to Africa to help an 
initiative which 


supports 

that 

poverty 


projects 

alleviate 

through 


creating 
opportunities for 
women and 

children. 

Sixteen-year-old 
Briony Adams will fly 
out to Swaziland at 
Easter to volunteer for 
the SAFE Foundation 
and Positive Women, 
who work on a number of 
projects to promote 
social change in the 
country. 

“I will be teaching 
kids to make little things 
out of wood that they can 
sell, rather than selling 
themselves for food or a 
place to sleep,” said 
Briony. 

“There are two 
charities involved - 
Positive Women and the 
SAFE Foundation. 
They’re amazing and do 
such great work.” 

Positive Women is 
based in Swaziland and 
works with local 
organisations to bring 
about effective and 



Briony Adams in 
one of the carpentry 
workshops at 
CAVC^s Barry 
campus. 

sustainable change 
through healthcare and 
nutrition programmes 
and investing in creating 
skills, tools and 
opportunities that allow 
people to fulfil their 
potential. 

The SAFE Foundation 
assists in the provision of 
grants of money and 
materials to combat 
poverty in developing 
countries. The two 
bodies will pay for 
Briony’s flights, 

injections and 

accommodation. 

Briony found out 
about the Swaziland 
project almost by 
accident. 


“I don’t check my 
email as often as I 
should, but one night I 
thought I look through 
them,” she explained. “I 
saw an email to my 
college account asking 
for people who could 
teach carpentry skills and 
I thought T’m going to 
Africa!’ 

“I got in touch with 
the SAFE Foundation 
and Positive Women and 
did my research; 15 per 
cent of the population are 
vulnerable children and 
they often head the 
household, and 75 per 
cent don’t have a toilet. 
It’s very upsetting.” 

Travelling in April, 
Briony will spend three 
weeks in a rural 
community in Swaziland 
teaching vulnerable 
children to make wooden 
items they can sell to 
support themselves. She 
aims to continue working 
with the SAFE 
Foundation when she 
returns. 

“I’m so excited to be 
going. I will be able to 
help people who haven’t 
had the kind of 
opportunities that I have 
had - we take things for 
granted and don’t really 
realise until something 
like this happens and you 
find out about it.” 



Go to The GEM for the latest stories and breaking 

news... www.glamorgan-gem.co.uk 


TOP chefs from 
around the UK have 
stepped in to raise 
an amazing 

£150,000 for Ty 
Hafan by cooking a 
memorable meal in 
Cardiff. 

Chefs’ Night Out took 
over the kitchens of St 
David’s Hotel in Cardiff 
Bay for an exclusive 
night of fine food and 
wine in aid of the 
children’s hospice. 

The event’s success 
brings the total raised by 
Chefs’ Night Out to more 
than half a million 
pounds since its 
inception in 2010. 

During the evening, 
each table of diners was 
treated to a delicious 
meal cooked by one of 
the chefs - but they 
didn’t know who would 


be cooking for them until 
service began. 

In a special twist, the 
stellar line-up of 15 
chefs, including The 
Hardwick’s Stephen 
Terry, Coast’s Will 
Holland and the River 
Cafe’s Sian Wyn Owen, 
offered their culinary 
services off-menu in an 
after-dinner auction. 

Generous diners made 
bids for their favourite 
chef - with the prize 
being a dinner party for 
10 at their own home 
cooked by the chef at a 
later date. 

Ty Hafan is a charity 
close to the hearts of 
organisers David 

Foosemore and Huw 
Edwards, who started 
Chefs’ Night Out to raise 
funds for the children’s 
hospice and the support it 
provides for life-limited 
children and their 


families. 

David Foosemore 
said; “Raising £150,000 
for such a worthwhile 
cause as Ty Hafan is both 
an inspiring and 
humbling experience. 

“We are so grateful for 
the generosity of our 
guests, our chefs and all 
the helpers involved. The 
Chefs' Night Out family 
continues to grow and we 
hope to host many more 
dinners in the future.” 

Huw Edwards added: 
“We are continually 
amazed by not only our 
guests, in raising 
£150,000 for Ty Hafan, 
but also the generosity of 
the chefs, restaurants and 
their suppliers in giving 
not only their time but 
also all of their produce 
and wine for free. It 
really does make the 
whole event succeed.” 

Mair Kinsey, interim 


events manager at Ty 
Hafan, said: “Through 
their dedication and 
commitment, David and 
Huw have raised 
£600,000 in total for Ty 
Hafan since they 
launched Chefs’ Night 
Out in 2010. 

“This money makes a 
world of difference to the 
lives of children and 
young people with life- 
limiting conditions and 
their families across 
Wales. 

“Thank you to David 
and Huw, all the chefs 
who have generously 
donated their time and 
skills, and of course, to 
everyone who gave so 
generously on the 
evening itself.” 

The stellar line-up of 
chefs included: Hywel 


Jones - Lucknam Park; 
Stephen Terry - The 
Hardwick; Will Holland 

- Coast Saundersfoot; 
Mark Jordan - Ocean, 
Jersey; Tomos Parry - 
Kittle Fishers; Alistair 
Barsby - The Grove, 
Narberth; Sian Wyn 
Owen - River Cafe; Phil 
Carmichael - Berners 
Tavern; Juan Galvez - 
Marbella Club; Ludo 
Dieumegard - The 
Harbourmaster; David 
Kelman - Old Swan & 
Minster Mill; Richard 
Davies - Epicure; 
Hrishikesh Desai - 
Gilpin Hotel & Lake 
House; Andrew Birch - 
Fishmore Hall; Simon 
Padilla - Puente 
Romano; Hywel Griffith 

- Beach House, Oxwich. 


% 


PROMEC 

LANDROVER 


Independent Land Rover and 4x4 Specialist 



Do you have a Land Rover Defender/Evoque 
Freelander/Discovery/Range Rover/Sport 
and fed up with main dealer prices? 


Let our expert team look after your Land Rover 

at a fraction of main dealer costs! 


We have 30 years experience in the Land Rover range: 

• We can collect vehicle if required. • Courtesy car available 

• Fixed price service • Computer diagnostic 

• Repairs/Brakes/Suspension etc • Mofs • Power upgrades 

Call Ian on 02920 890567 

Llwynmilwas Workshop. Groes Faen, Llantrisant CF72 8NS. 

www.promeclandrover.co.uk 


AM VISITS MUSIC 
IN MIND GROUP 


THE Vale AM, Jane 
Hutt, visited the 
‘With Music in 
Mind’ group in 
Barry on January 
30. 

“There was a friendly 
and welcoming 

atmosphere and the group 
sang a variety of songs 
and enjoyed socialising,” 
a spokesperson for the 
group reported. 

“With Music in Mind 
aims to improve well¬ 
being and mental health, 
as well as reducing stress, 
which are proven benefits 
of singing in a group. 
The group welcomes 
everyone - there is no 
need for any previous 
experience.” 

It was set up by Sarah 
Miles and Kate 


White stone to help 
combat social isolation 
and loneliness. They, 
along with pianist Meryn 
Williams, organise 
singing groups in 
communities in south 
Wales. 

The Barry group was 
formed following the 
success of the Cowbridge 
group and meets on 
Mondays between 
10.30am and 12.30pm in 
the Margaret Alexander 
Community Centre. 

The AM said: “It is a 
wonderful way for people 
to have the opportunity to 
sing and have fun.” 

If you are interested in 
finding out more about 
the group, email 
i nfo @withmusic 
inmind.co.uk or on 07500 
776 295. 


Llancarfan Ladies Tuesday 
Club 

The next meeting of the Llancarfan Ladies 
Tuesday Club is on Tuesday, February 21 at 
7.45pm in Llancarfan Village Hall, when speaker 
Berndatte of The Emmett Technique 
organisation will explain and demonstrate the 
Emmett Technique. 

It can help with a wide variety of aches and pains 
from golfer’s elbow to headaches, indigestion in 
adults and for children with breathing and muscular 
problems. 

All will be welcome; refreshments and raffle. 

Councillors’ surgery 

THE Labour Vale and town councillors for 
Buttrills, Castleland and Court wards, Bronwen 
Brooks, Pamela Drake, Jeff Evans, Chris 
Elmore, Les Sword, Karl Khunell and Stuart 
Egan will be holding their regular, monthly 
advice surgery on Saturday, Eebruary 18 from 
10am-Ham in the Small Community Room, 
Barry Library, Kings Square. No appointment 
necessary. 


Occupational 

therapist 

honoured 


ABMU’s head of 
occupational 
therapy has been 
recognised for her 
outstanding 
contribution to the 
profession. 

Sara Forster, who is 
based at Princess of 
Wales Hospital, has been 
honoured with the 
College of Occupational 
Therapists’ Merit Award 
following a nomination 
by colleagues. 

“I have no idea who 
nominated me. I am 
delighted to have been 
recognised but I have 
always felt like I have 
just been doing my job, 
even though it is a job I 
love,” she said. 

Sara has spent the past 
36 years working in 
Bridgend, moving there 
soon after qualifying and 
has seen the profession 
grow. There are now 350 
staff working across 
ABMU. 

When she first started 
at the old Bridgend 
General Hospital she was 
its only occupational 
therapist and also 
covered community 
hospitals at Maesteg, 
Maesgwyn, Cefn 

Hirgoed and Blackmill. 

Sara, who has served 
as a council 
representative and as 
Chair of the British 
Association and College 
of Occupational 

Therapists, explained: “I 
am happy to say one of 
the things that has 



changed most during my 
career is the recognition 
the profession now 
enjoys.” 

She will receive the 
award, established to 
celebrate excellence by 
peers, at an event in 
London later this year, by 
which time she will have 
retired from post. 

“I didn’t ever set out to 
become a manager but I 
do still have some time 
for clinical work and the 
most satisfying part of 
the job is always working 
with patients.” 

Sara, who is originally 
from Ferry side but now 
lives in Cardiff, added: 
“What OTs do really can 
make a difference to 
people’s lives and the job 
sees you dealing with 
every kind of patient - 
from newborns to those 
who are coming to the 
end of their life. 

“Being an 

occupational therapist 
you are helping people to 
live the way they want to 
live. I am very proud of 
my profession and my 
career in it.” 
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March will tempt us back into the garden 

Time outside is a real therapy! 


M arch will soon be upon us and 
will hopefully bring some sunny 
days to tempt gardeners back 
into the garden. 

This is the month for sowing seeds and getting 
the garden ready for the summer months ahead, 
which includes a general tidy-up and some essential 
pruning. 

Pruning is not only therapeutic for plants, but 
gardeners as well - getting rid of all that dead wood 
and preparing for new growth and flowers. 

You need to remove dead, diseased or damaged 


stems from roses. Shrubs and climbers will also 
need pruning to encourage good, healthy growth. 

Seed sowing should be at the top of your ‘to do’ 
list at the moment. Give seeds soil that is wet and 
warm enough and off they go, and the bigger the 
seed the deeper it needs to be in the soil to 
germinate. 

Some seeds can be sown direct into the ground, 
such as vegetables, while some prefer to be in seed 
trays and a slighter warmer environment to be given 
a good fighting chance. 

March is also a good planting time for more 
mature plants, so think ahead to not just summer but 


Barry Floral Society 
celebrates anniversary 


T his year, members of the Barry 
Floral Society are celebrating the 
55th anniversary of the formation 
of the club, so in the next few weeks 
members will have a full programme of 
events. 

On February 28, Ms Beverly Clay of Rhiwbina 
will present a demonstration entitled ‘Men, Me and 
Flowers’. 

At ‘Festive Flowers’ on March 14, Rev Kevin 
Davies will entertain members and friends with his 
floral skills and chat. This will be followed by 
afternoon tea (with celebration cake!). 

To complete the celebrations, on March 28 Ms 


Sally Taylor, area demonstrator from Yate will be 
‘Sallying Forth Once Again’. 

All meetings will be held at the St Nicholas Hall, 
St Nicholas Road, Barry commencing at 2.15pm; 
new members are always welcome. 

Over 55 years the members - besides enjoying 
many happy hours visiting gardens and 
participating in shows and flower festivals - have 
each year donated to a local charity; it amounts to 
thousands of pounds over the years. 

This year the chosen charity is Innovate 
Organics which supports the organic garden centre, 
cultivated by people with special needs which is 
based at The Amelia Trust Farm near Barry. 

Joan Kruger, programme secretary. 


autumn as well, and try to plan your planting for all 
year round colour in the garden. 

For a bit of instant colour you could think about 
a hanging basket. A simple garden solution for 
March is to create your own hanging basket in the 
colour scheme of your choice mixing hardy annuals 
with small evergreen shrubs for all year round 
interest. 

Although most baskets are planted in early spring 
and put outdoors after the risk of frost has passed, 
they can also be filled with frost hardy flowers and 
tough evergreens for colour over winter. Don’t 
forget to water regularly and boost growth with a 
weekly liquid feed. 

A plant that is perfect for winter baskets and 
containers is the Vinca, which is part of the 
periwinkle family. 

Vinca minor is also a favourite with gardeners for 
providing ground cover and can be planted in 
smaller beds and borders. It’s a great way of 
providing cover for poor, dry and slightly shady 
garden areas and its creeping and arching stems 
soon make an attractive carpet of bright green 
foliage. 

The small sky-blue flowers appear in spring and 
Vinca will grow in most soil types, but like most 
other plants, requires good drainage. 

Spring seems tantalizingly close in March and 
work in the garden starts to get going again. 

Here are some jobs you should be thinking about 
this month: start to prune roses, removing dead 
damaged or diseased stems; tidy up the lawn; keep 
your eyes peeled for weeds and slugs; sow 
vegetable seeds and plant potatoes; start composting 
and conserving water; and re-pot houseplants. 

SM 



Soon Spring will be on its way and our 
thoughts turn to work in the garden. 



Artificial Grass • Weed Control & 
Fertilisation • Retaining Walls •Tarmac 
& Block Paving • Pressure Washing 
• Drainage Solutions • Vehicle 
Crossovers • Tree work 

THERE IS NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 
QUOTES ARE FREE 
& NO OBLIGATION 


Contact Scott James on 07498 509149 

www.precisiongreenlandscaping.co.uk 


REINVENTING THE 
CONSERVATORY 
ROOF REPLACEMENT 
& CONSERVATORY 
UPGRADE OPTIONS 




As few as five years ago, 
polycarbonate would have 
been the main choke for a 
conservatory roof. 

While letting plenty of light in, some found 
that their conservatories could be too 
bright and in summer, while cool in winter. 

Building technology has moved on, 
and there are now two solid roofs that 
can convert a conservatory into 
a room with a more stable 
ambient temperature. 



The first is a lightweight, 'tiled' roof 
that takes its design cues from the 
slates and tiles found on most UK 
houses. 

Created using aluminium panels, 
with Kingspan insulation, these 
conservatory roofs can achieve a u 
value of just 0.16, similar to that of a 
normally constructed, modern roof. 

With this roof option, the interior of the 
conservatory can include a plastered 
ceiling with down-lighters or even roof 
windows for ventilation and sky views. 

For a more contemporary feel, the 
LivinRoof combines sleek lines and 
thermal efficiency to create something 
that looks very contemporary. 

With the LivinRoof, entire panels can be 
glazed to create a hybrid solid and glass 
roof allowing you to choose where to 
have shaded areas and where to have 
more light. 

Either of these roofs can be 
retrofitted to an existing structure, 
to make your conservatory more 
comfortable in the height of 
summer and depths of winter. 



Activ Glass roof 

A straightforward upgrade 
for those who want to keep 
an uninterrupted view of the blue 
skies up above is to opt for a modern, low 
emissivity (low-e) 'Activ', energy efficient 
glass roof. 


Helping to reduce the 
variations in temperature 
associated with older, traditional 
glass or polycarbonate roofs, 'Activ' 
low-e glass helps cut solar glare, protect 
furniture from fading and keep heat in 
during the winter months. 


Windows, Doors, Fascia and Soffit as well as Conservatories, Extensions and Orangeries 


FREEPHONE 0500 21 22 24 | Qigj) 

www.securahome.co.uk irn securahome 

Securahome PVCu Ltd, Garngoch Ind Est, Gorseinon, Swansea SA4 9WN 11 h i- • ,t 'Ik, 
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GORCHYMYN CYNGOR 
BRO MORGANNWG 

(GWAHARDD A CHYFYNGU MANNAU ARCS 

A LLWYTHO A PHARCIO) (GORFODI SIFIL) 
(DIWYGIAD) (RHIF 1A a 2A) 2016 

1. Ar 16 Chwefror 2017 gwnaeth Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, wrth arfer ei 
bwerau dan Adrannau 1,2, 3, 4, 32, 35, 45, 46, 53 a 124 a Rhan IV 

Atodlen 9 Deddf Rheoleiddio Traffig 1984 a Rhan 6 Deddf Rheoli Traffig 

2004 a’r holl bwerau galluogi eraill, Orchymyn a fydd yn gwneud yr hyn a 
nodir yn yr Atodlen isod. 

2. Bydd y Gorchymyn yn dod i rym ar 20 Chwefror 2017 neu ar y dyddiad 
y gosodir yr arwyddion a’r marciau ffordd, pa un bynnag sydd hwyraf, ac 
enw’r Gorchymyn fydd “Gorchymyn Cyngor Bro Morgannwg (Gwahardd a 
Chyfyngu Mannau Aros a Llwytho a Pharcio) (Gorfodi Sifil) (Diwygiad) 

(Rhif 1Aa2A) 2016” 

3. Gellir gweld copi o’r Gorchymyn a’r cynlluniau’n dangos yr ardaloedd yr 
effeithir arnynt yn y cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau swyddfa arferol. 

4. Os ydych am gwestiynu dilysrwydd y Gorchymyn neu’r darpariaethau 
ynddo ar y sail nad ydynt yn unol a’r pwerau a ddyfarnwyd gan y Ddeddf 
uchod neu ar y sail nas cydymffurfiwyd ag unrhyw un o ofynion y Ddeddf, 
neu unrhyw offeryn a wnaed dan y Ddeddf mewn perthynas a’r 

Gorchymyn, gallwch, o fewn chwe wythnos o 20 Chwefror 2017, wneud 
cals i’r Uchel Lys at y diben hwn. 

Mae’r Gorchymyn Rheoleiddio Traffig canlynol i gael ei ddiwygio fel a 
ganlyn: 

Gorchymyn Cyngor Bro Morgannwg (Gwahardd a Chyfyngu Mannau 
Aros a Llwytho a Pharcio) (Gorfodi Sifil) 2013 

Gorchymyn Cyngor Bro Morgannwg (Gwahardd a Chyfyngu Mannau 
Aros a Llwytho a Pharcio) (Gorfodi Sifil) (Diwygiad) (Rhif 1) 2016 
Gorchymyn Cyngor Bro Morgannwg (Gwahardd a Chyfyngu Mannau 
Aros a Llwytho a Pharcio) (Gorfodi Sifil) (Diwygiad) (Rhif 2) 2016 

ATODLEN 

‘Dim Aros ar Unrhyw Adeg’ Arfaethedig 

Llwvn Passat Penarth - Mao AH65 

Ar ochr y dwyrain o derfyn y briffordd fabwysiedig, a thua’r gorllewin am 23 
metr ar ochr y gogledd o gwmpas y pen sy’n troi. 

Woodland Place Penarth - Mao AK64 

Ar ochr ogleddol Woodland Place sy’n agos i ymyl dwyreiniol y man parcio 
i bobi anabi cyfredol o flaen eiddo rhif 22, o gwmpas y troad y tu mewn i 
leoliad wrth ochr rhif 23, tua 20 metr. 

Llanouian Road (Cross Tree) Aberthin - Mao Z30 

Ar ochr y gogledd, o’r bont fach ar hyd yr afon am tua 30 metr tua’r 
gogledd-orllewin. 

Dyddiedig 16 Chwefror 2017. 

M. E. Punter, 

Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Gweladwy a Thai 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 1 

Depo’rAlpau, 

Gwenfo. CF5 6AA. 

THEVALE OF GLAMORGAN 
COUNCIL 

(PROHIBITION AND RESTRICTION OF 
WAITING AND LOADING AND PARKING 
PLACES) (CIVIL ENFORCEMENT) 
(AMENDMENT) (NO 1A & 2A) ORDER 2016 

1. On the 16th February 2017 The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of 
its powers under Sections 1,2, 3, 4, 32, 35, 45, 46, 53 and 124 and Part IV 
of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and Part 6 of the 

Traffic Management Act 2004 and all other enabling powers made an Order 
the general effect of which is as described below: 

2. The Order will come into operation on 20th February 2017 or on the 
dates that the signs and road markings are in place whichever is the later 
and be known as the “Vale of Glamorgan Council (Prohibition and 

Restriction of Waiting and Loading and Parking Places) (Civil Enforcement) 
(Amendment) (No 1A & 2A) Order 2016” 

3. A copy of the Order and plans showing the affected areas may be seen 
at the address shown below during normal office hours. 

4. If you wish to question the validity of the Order or any provisions 
contained therein on the grounds that they are not within the powers 
conferred by the above Act or on the grounds that any requirement of the 
same or that any instrument made under it has not been complied with in 
relation to the Order, you may within six weeks from the 20th February 2017 
apply to the High Court for this purpose. 

The following Traffic Regulation Orders are to be amended as follows: 

Vale of Glamorgan Council (Prohibition and Restriction of Waiting and 
Loading and Parking Places) (Civil Enforcement) Order 2013 

Vale of Glamorgan Council (Prohibition and Restriction of Waiting and 
Loading and Parking Places) (Civil Enforcement) (Amendment) (Nol) 
Order 2016 

Vale of Glamorgan Council (Prohibition and Restriction of Waiting and 
Loading and Parking Places) (Civil Enforcement) (Amendment) (No2) 
Order 2016 

SCHEDULE 

Proposed ‘No Waiting at Any Time’ 

Llwvn Passat Penarth - Mao AH65 

On the eastern end from the boundary of the adopted highway, in a 
westerly direction for 23 metres on its north side around the turning head. 

Woodland Place Penarth - Mao AK64 

On the northern side of Woodland Place contiguous with the eastern edge 
of the existing disabled parking bay in front of property no. 22, around the 
inside bend to a location at the side of no.23, approximately 20 metres. 
Llanouian Road (Cross Tree) Aberthin - Mao Z30 

On the northern side, from the small bridge alongside the stream for a 
distance of approximately 30 metres in a north westerly direction. 

Dated this 16th day of February 2017. ^ • a 

M. E Punter, 

Director of Visible Services & Housing 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, / 

The Alps Depot, 

Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. 

Go to the The GEM for the latest stories and breaking news... www.glarnorgan-gem.co.uk 


GORCHYMYN CYNGOR 
BRO MORGANNWG 

(A4050 PORT ROAD (DWYRAIN) (RHAN) A 
A4231 FFORDD GYSWLLT DOCIAU’R BARRI 
(RHAN)), CYFYNGIAD CYFLYMDER 30MYA A 
40MYA2017 

Mae Cyngor Bro Morgannwg wrth arfer ei bwerau dan Adran 14 Deddf 
Rheoleiddio Traffig Ffyrdd 1984 (fel y’i diwygiwyd) a’r holl bwerau galluogi 
eraill, yn bwriadu, o fewn dim llai na saith diwrnod o ddyddiad yr Hysbysiad 
hwn, wneud Gorchymyn a fydd yn gwneud yr hyn a ddisgrifir yn yr 
atodlenni isod: - 

ATODLEN1 

1. Ni fydd unrhyw berson yn achosi neu’n caniatau i gerbyd modur 
deithio’n gyflymach na 40 m.y.a. yn y lleoliadau a nodir yn Atodlen 2 isod. 

ATODLEN 2 

Lleoliadau Y rhan o A4050 Port Road (Dwyrain) yr effeithir arni yw o 

bwynt tua 70 metr i’r de-orllewin o’r gyffordd ag A4231 Ffordd 
Gyswilt Dociau’r Barri, i bwynt 300m i'r gogledd-orllewin o'r 
g^fordd honno. 

Y rhan o A4231 Ffordd Gyswilt Dociau’r Barri o’r gyffordd ag 
A4050 Port Road (Dwyrain) tua’r de am 75 metr. 

ATODLEN 3 

2. Ni fydd unrhyw berson yn achosi neu’n caniatau i gerbyd modur 
deithio’n gyflymach na 30 m.y.a. yn y lleoliad a nodir yn Atodlen 4 isod. 

ATODLEN 4 

Lleoliadau Y rhan o A4050 Port Road (Dwyrain) yr effeithir arni yw o 
gylchfan Depo’rAlpau wrth gyfeirnod grid 312108 173959 
tua’r gogledd i derfyn y Sir wrth Groes Cwriwys. 

Yn ogystal, caiff y Gorchmynion a elwir yn "Gorchymyn Bro 
Morgannwg A4050 Port Road (Dwyrain) y Barri (Diwygio 
Cyfyngiad Cyflymder 40 / 50 m.y.a. cyfredol 2011" a " 
Gorchymyn Cyngor Bro Morgannwg(A4231 Ffordd Gyswilt 
Dociau’r Barri) (Cyfyngiad Cyflymder 50mya) 2005 eu 
gohirio’n rhannol tra bydd y Gorchmynion hyn mewn grym. 
Rheswm Galluogi adeiladu cynigion metro newydd ynghyd a gwella'r 
droedffordd a lonydd beiciau 

Hyd 0 06:00 ddydd Mercher 1 Mawrth 2017 am hyd at 18 mis 

neu nes y caiff yr Anwyddion Traffig 30mya a 40 mya eu 
symud, p'un bynnaga ddaw gyntaf. 

Dyddiedig 16 Chwefror 2017. 

M. E. Punter, 

Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Gweladwy a Thai 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 1 

Depo’rAlpau, 

Gwenfo. CF5 6AA. 

THEVALE OF GLAMORGAN 
COUNCIL 

(A4050 PORT ROAD (EAST) (PART) AND 
A4231 BARRY DOCKS LINK ROAD (PART)), 
30MPH AND 40MPH SPEED RESTRICTION 
(TEMPORARY) ORDER 2017 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its powers under Section 14 
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended), and of all other 
enabling powers intends in not less than seven days from the date of this 
Notice to make an Order the general effect of which is as described in the 
schedules below: - 

SCHEDULE 1 

1. No person shall cause or permit a motor vehicle to travel at a speed 
greater than 40 mph in the locations specified in Schedule 2 below. 

SCHEDULE 2 

Locations The area of the A4050 Port Road (East), affected is from a 
point approximately 70 metres southwest of the junction with 
A4231 Barry Docks Link Road, to a point 300m northwest of 
that junction. 

The area of the A4231 Barry Docks Link Road from its 
junction with the A4050 Port Road (East) in a southerly 
direction for a distance of 75 metres. 

SCHEDULE 3 

2. No person shall cause or permit a motor vehicle to travel at a speed 
greater than 30 mph in the location specified in Schedule 4 below. 

SCHEDULE 4 

Location The area of the A4050 Port Road (East), affected is from the 
Alps Depot Roundabout at grid ref is 312108 173959 in a 
generally northerly direction to the County Boundary at 
Culverhouse Cross. 

In addition, the Orders known as “The Vale of Glamorgan 

A4050 Port Road (East) Barry (Amendment to Existing 40 / 
50mph Speed Restriction) Order 2011” and “The Vale of 
Glamorgan Council (A4231 Docks Link Road, Barry) (50mph 
Speed Restriction) Order 2005 shall be suspended in part for 
the duration of this Order. 

Reason To allow for the construction of new metro proposals together 

with improvements to footway and cycle lanes 

Duration From 06:00Hrs on Wednesday 1 st March 2017, for a 

maximum period of 18 months or until the 30mph and 40mph 
Traffic Signs are removed, whichever is the sooner. 

Dated this 16th day of February 2017. 

M. E Punter, 

Director of Visible Services & Housing 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps Depot, 

Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. 


‘Express Yourself! 
and win a prize’ 

- says children’s author 



Children's author Sarah Kilbride 
will be judging entries. 


CHILDREN’S 
author Sarah 

Kilbride is 

reminding local 
children that there 
is still time to 
‘express themselves’ 
this half term, in a 
top writing 

competition hosted 
by National 

Express. 

Author Sarah, who is 
judging the short story 
competition - ‘Express 
Yourself’ - is calling on 
young people aged seven 
to 16 to put pen to paper 
during the half term 
holidays and enter the 
competition, as the 
deadline has been 
extended until the end of 
March. 

Launched in 

celebration of its onboard 
entertainment system 
VUER (View, Unwind, 
Enjoy, Relax), the 
winning stories (with the 
theme of ‘happy 
travelling’), will be 


published in an online 
storybook, in ‘VUER’, 
for passengers to enjoy 
as they travel. Each 
winner will also receive a 
£500 cheque. 

Sarah Kilbride, known 
for her Princess Evie’s 
Ponies books, will be 
judging entries from 
Bridgend. 

She said: “I’m so 
excited to be involved 
with Express Yourself. I 
work with lots of young 
people and am always 
inspired by their 
imagination and 

creativity. 

“If you know someone 
who loves stories, tell 
them to sharpen their 
pencils and get 
scribbling - this 
competition is a fantastic 
opportunity to get their 
work read and win a 
prize!” 

Entrants should write 
a story of up to, but no 
more than, 1,000 words, 
and the competition 
closes on March 31 . See 
www.nationalexpress .co 
m/author for details. 


DOG OF THE WEEK: 

Shy Jasmine 

DOGS 
Trust in 
Bridgend’s 
Dog of the 
Week is 
Jasmine, a 
lovely Shar- 
pei. 

Jasmine is 
four years old 
and can be a 
little shy to 
start with, but 
once she gets 
to know you, she is really friendly. 

Her forever home needs to continue with her off- 
lead exercise, training to recall and socialising with 
other dogs. Jasmine loves her treats and will work 
for her food. 

She will need a consistent routine with plenty of 
environmental enrichment. Jasmine’s home needs to 
be adult only with no visiting children, so if you are 
a fan of Sharpei then Jasmine is the girl for you. 

If you would like any more information contact us 
on 01656 725219 or visit our website. 



WHATS ON - News in brief 

Table Top sale 

CARTREFI Cymru will hold a table top sale at 
2, Waterton Cross Business Park, South Road, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate (CF31 3UL) on 
Sunday, February 19 from Ham until 2pm. 

It is £5 for table hire - please book in advance by 
calling the office on 01656 655606. 

Admission free, everyone welcome - come along 
and browse for bargains. 

Beetle Drive 

IN aid of the All Saints’ Church, Barry roof 
restoration fund a beetle drive will be held in the 
church hall on Friday, February 24. 

This is an event for all the family and will 
commence at 7pm; tickets £4 for adults, £1 for 
children. There will also be a raffle on the evening. 
Come along and have some fun with us! 
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ACTIVITIES 
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First has lots 
of activities to keep 
families busy 
during school half 
term break. 

Enjoy learning the 
skills of ‘upcyling’ 
furniture and products 
and create ‘re-loved’ 
items at Caerau 
Development Trust on 
Monday, February 20 
from 2pm - 4pm. 

Create sand ‘art’ 
bottles, make a bird 
feeding table and 
newspaper plant pots at 
Comelly and District 
Development Trust on 
February 20 from 10am 
- 12pm and Carnegie 
House in Bridgend town 
centre on Tuesday, 
February 21 from 
1.30pm - 3.30pm. 

Have fun watching 
family puppet shows and 
making your own 
puppets to take home at 
Evanstown Community 
Centre on Tuesday, 
February 21 from 
10.30am - 12.30pm, at 
Richard Price Centre in 
Flangeinor on 
Wednesday, February 22 
from 10.30am - 
12.30pm; Noddfa 
Community Project in 
Caerau on February 22 
from 12pm - 4pm and St 
Bride’s Memorial Hall in 


10.30am - 12.30pm. 

Enjoy an ‘out of this 
world’ experience by 
visiting a planetarium to 
see the stars and watch a 
show at Brackla 
Tabernacle on Thursday, 
February 23 from 12pm 
- 4pm. 

Supervised by 
playleaders, take part in 
arts and crafts and 
creative and messy play 
with outdoor play 
sessions for everyone 
aged 0-18 years. 
Organised in partnership 
with Groundwork Wales, 
from 2pm - 4pm, come 
along to Dimbath 
Avenue in Blackmill on 
February 20 and 23 and 
the grassed area at the 
rear of Sarn Fifelong 
Teaming Centre on 
February 24. 

There’s lots do with 
Bridgend Communities 
First for half term! All 
half term activities are 
open to all those living 
in Bridgend 
Communities First 
postcode areas and 
advance booking is 
required by calling 
01656 643514. 


Playgroup has served 
Wenvoe for 47 years 

Wi 


envoe 
Playgroup 
has been 
in operation for 
over 47 years, 
providing care for 
pre-school children 
at the Village Hall 
in Wenvoe. 

We are a registered 
charity, managed by a 
parental committee to 
support our registration 
with CSSIW. 

We care for all 
children from the age of 
two years and four 
months, offering wrap 
around care to all those 
children who attend 
Gwenfo Nursery School. 

The group operates 
Monday and Wednesday 
from 9am until 3:15pm 
and Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday from 9am until 
12:45pm, offering a safe, 
caring, stimulating 
environment where 
children may learn 
through play, with two 
halls and a large, safe, 
enclosed garden. 

For more information, 
please visit www.wenvoe 
playgroup.co.uk. 


The statement of 
purpose will offer times, 
prices etc. Alternatively 
email: 

wenvoeplay group® btint 


ernet.com or telephone 
02920597494 during the 
above operational hours. 


C USTOMERS who have 
recently shopped at The 
Barry Music Shop will 
have seen quite a change at 
the end of 2016, as we have a 
NEW shop front, a new layout 
inside - while still offering the 
same high quality service as 
usual! 

As well as stocking instruments 
such as guitars, ukuleles, keyboards, 
digital pianos, electronic drum kits, 
recorders, harmonicas, flutes, 
clarinets, saxophones and violins, we 
also stock virtually all the accessories 
for these instruments. 

The Barry Music Shop also stocks 
a full range of amplifiers for guitars. 


headphones of all descriptions from 
budget to high end. 

We also stock probably the best 
selection of audio connection leads 
and audio adaptors in south Wales! 

We can even make up bespoke audio 
leads for you in store! 

As The Barry Music Shop started 
its 17th year of trading on February 1, 
2017, we have decided to carry on 
with our January Sale - right through 
the month of February - where there 
are guitars on offer saving up to 50 
per cent off normal prices. 

Fots of other special offers at silly 
prices are on display in our window! 

Now is an excellent time to visit 
The Barry Music Shop, with so many 
special sale offers now running! 




The Barry 
Music Shop 
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All your musical needs are 
met at Barry Music Shop 


Providers of wrap around 
care with Gwenfo Nursery. 

OPEN MON-FRI 
9am-12:45pm 
(Mon & Wed untii 3:15pm) 

We provide care for all children 
from 2 years 4 months. 


Please see our website for further information 

wenvoeplaygroup.co.uk or phone 
02920 597494during opening hours. 


Dramatically 
developing 
your child*s 
potential 

A t the Helen 
O’Grady 
Drama 

Academy, children 
are given a 
platform to develop 
their 

communication 
skills, to stimulate 
their creative self 
and enjoy the 
freedom to 
experiment in a fun 
and nurturing 
environment. 

The Academy’s 
unique curriculum, 
which has helped 
thousands of children 
throughout the world, 
supports its students to 
develop their speech and 
language skills, boost 
their confidence and 
develop self-esteem and 
help to develop effective 
social interaction skills 
which will last a 



Ogam Igam - the one- 
stop shop for your 
children*s footwear 

T 


IHE bright colours have 
arrived ready for Spring 
at Ogam Igam with 
exquisite styling for infants 
from Shoo Pom in orange. 


with their ‘Little Weave’ pre-walker 
shoe - the T-bar and buckle 
providing a good secure fit. 

There are new styles too from 
Primigi, Geox and Start-rite - lots to 
choose from for children of all ages. 


turquoise and metallic colours, ^nd with school shoes, width fittings 

including hi-tops with silver 
glitter. 


There are patent greys from Clarks footwear. 


and professional fitters. Ogam Igam 
is the one-stop shop for children’s 
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lifetime! 

The Helen O’Grady 
Drama Academy, which 
was founded in 1979, 
operates worldwide and 
throughout the UK. The 
south Wales branch of 
the academy is one of 
the largest in the UK and 
all the children attending 
classes have a wonderful 
time; growing in 
confidence and building 
their self-esteem each 
week! 

All students are 
invited to attend for a 
free trial session. The 
classes are very 
affordable and there are 
many payment options 
available. 

For more information, 
contact the south Wales 
office on: 029 2046 2540 
or email 

swales @ helenogrady.co. 
uk. More information 
can also be found at: 
www.helenogradysouthw 
ales.co.uk 


The very best for your 
pets at West Farm 


W est Farm is a well 
established small 
animal veterinary 
practice in the heart of 
Cowbridge. 

The practice is owned by Stefano 
and Sonia Susanna after purchasing 
the clinic in January 2001. 

Our assistant veterinary surgeon, 
Emma Powell, joined us in June 2016 


coming from an exotic practice in the 
Midlands. 

Emma has special interests in 
exotic birds and reptiles. 

Everyone at our practice is 
committed to providing you with the 
very best healthcare for your pets. 

We aim to provide the very best 
service which offers high-quality 
veterinary medicine and surgery to all 
our clients. 


WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 

Mr Stefano Susanna DVM, MRCVS 
Mrs Sonia Susanna DVM, MRCVS 

Calling All Clients 
with Pet Rabbits 

We will be running a free rabbit 
health check until the 31st or March! 
We recommend six monthly health checks on your 
rabbits so now is the ideal time to get it done! 

Please call Cowbridge or 
Llantwit Major to book 
your appointment! 

North Road, 

Cowbridge 

01446 774016 


Poundfield, 
Llantwit Major 
01446 794972 
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COMPETITION HIGHLIGHTS PHOTO SKILLS 
OF PYLE AND PORTHCAWL CLUB MEMBERS 


PYLE & Porthcawl Photographic Society 
was recently treated to two wonderful 
presentations on landscape and travel 
photography by Roy Carr and Heidi 
Stewart, both sharing their amazing 
images. 

Also, the club recently held its ‘Club Competition 
Two’, which was split into two sections, prints and 
digital images, with a trophy for each. Members 
could enter two images in each competition. 

Rob Mitchell judged both competitions, and not 
only awarded the points, but also provided an 
excellent critique on each image. 

The winner of the Print Trophy was Richard 
Craze with ‘New Flats Feature’. In second place was 
David Jones with ‘Foggy, Foggy Night’. 

Third place was shared between Richard Craze 
with ‘The History Man’ and Richard Jenkins with 
‘Watering the Flowers’. 

The winner of the Digital Trophy was Philip 
Harrowing with ‘My Old Friend’. Second was 
shared between two images, ‘Hawk slow panning’ 
and ‘Wings’, both by Geoffrey Baker. 

Third place was shared between Heather Roper 
with ‘Yesterday’ and Richard Craze with ‘Kendo’. 

Congratulations to both Philip and Richard for 
winning the competitions and a big thank you to all 
participants for making it such an interesting and 
entertaining evening. 

Our programme is available at www.pyle- 
porthcawl-ps.co.uk. We welcome new members of 
all ages and skill levels, so if you have an interest in 
photography, join us on Thursday evenings at 7:30 at 
St Clare's School, Newton. GB 

BELOW: 

^My Old Friend^ by Philip Harrowing. 



BELOW: 

The image ‘History Man^ 
taken by Richard Craze. 





ABOVE: Richard Craze receives the Print Trophy for 
‘New Flats Feature^, which is pictured (right). 


ABOVE: 

Rob Mitchell (left) presents the Digital Trophy 
to Philip Harrowing. 


ABOVE: ‘Watering the Flowers’ by Richard Jenkins. ABOVE: ‘Hawk slow panning’ by Geoff Baker. 


Ramblers enjoy Goodrich Castle 


ON a blue-skied sunny morning, walkers joined Joy from 
Penarth and District Ramblers overlooking the ruined 
Goodrich Castle. 

The castle was deliberately damaged during the English Civil War so it could 
no longer be used as a fortress after a battle between the Cavaliers and 
Roundheads, which the latter won. 

Making their way to the church of St Giles with its tall spire, a journey by 
road, field and steps brought them to The Folly on Coppet Hill for morning 
coffee while enjoying brilliant views. 

Descending to the banks of the Wye, the next stop was to view the monument 
to John Whitehead Warre, a 15-year-old tragically drowned in 1804, before 
passing a herd of Hereford cattle and calves and roe deer gracing the hilltop at 
The Green. 

Moving on past the disused bridge which carried the Ross and Monmouth 
Railway over the Wye to the old Lydbrook Station that served Edison Swan 
Cable Works, lunch followed at Welsh Bicknor near St Margaret’s Church, now 
in private ownership. 

Continuing along the riverbank, very muddy undulating paths through 
Thomas Wood led them to the road at Kerne Bridge and Flanesford Priory, 
established as an Augustinian Priory in 1346 by Sir Richard Talbot, Lord of 
Goodrich, which was hit badly during the Black Death, and dissolved in 1537. 
It is now holiday accommodation, before the short journey back to Goodrich 
village. 

Neath Valley 

Robin and Pepper and four walkers journeyed to the Upper Neath Valley, 


parking just north of Ystradfellte by the River Llia and the surrounding mist 
soon melted away to produce a cold but dry day. 

Tramping along the road before crossing onto Ystradfellte Common where a 
hunt was taking place, tracks led them on past craggy rocks and many sinkholes 
on their journey to Porth yr Ogof, where the River Mellte mysteriously 
disappears underground at the cave entrance. 

Previous heavy rainfall had swollen the River Mellte and heading 
downstream and across a footbridge led them to the impressive fall of Sgwd 
Clun-gwyn or White Meadow Fall crashing into the valley below. 

Heading across the valley to the gated bridge of Pont Rhyd-y-Cnau led them 
across the Nedd Fechan River for their lunch break. 

Turning north beside the river on a muddy path, that posed underfoot 
problems in a few places before emerging into a field, the route led them onto 
the old Roman road of Sam Helen. 

Following a good track in a north easterly direction and joining the Beacons 
Way to re-cross the river brought them to Maen Madoc, a standing stone some 
2.7 metres high with a Latin inscription indicating ‘Dervacus, Son of Justus, he 
lies here’. 

Making their way back to the car park well-deserved refreshments followed 
at the Red Lion in Penderyn on the journey home. 

On February 19, meet at 9am at Cogan Leisure Centre for a 13-mile moderate 
walk taking in Craig Ogwr and the Ogmore Forest; contact John R on 07484 
844 533. 

To follow the group, log onto www.penarthramblers.wordpress.com or 
Facebook. Programmes and membership advice can be obtained from Pam on 
029 2025 5102. JOY STRANGWARD 
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Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, CoiAd)ridge CF71 
7EL or email gemeditorial@tmdlenew5XO.uk 

• Letters and e-mails MUST include your PULL address and a 
contact telephone number. 

An email address alone is not sufficient! 

We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anon3niious mail. 


'Remain supporter used 
selective statistics’ 


1 DESPAIR when I read 
letters such as those 
from Ian Perry (GEM 
letters, February 9). Why? 
It is Mr Perry’s lack of 
understanding of 
democracy within the UK, 
the selective use of 
statistics and the use of 
misleading statements? 

Let us start with democracy. 
Eligible individuals can choose 
to register to vote and are then 
free to decide if they wish to 
participate in any particular 
election or referendum. We could 
have compulsory voting as in 
Australia but compulsion and 
democracy are not necessarily 
good bedfellows. 

Turning to the selective use of 
statistics, as Mr Perry tells us 37 
percent of people eligible to vote 
(in Wales) voted to leave the EU. 
True, but what is misleading is 
that Mr Perry omitted to tell us 
that the turnout for the 
referendum was 72 per cent. A 
huge turnout by modern 
standards. 

By way of comparison, the 
turnout for the Welsh Assembly 
Referendum was 35 per cent, and 


22 per cent of all eligible voters 
imposed their view that the 
Assembly should be given extra 
powers. 

Perhaps Mr Parry will tell us 
that why he was not up in arms 
complaining about the lack of 
democracy then? Or perhaps 
democracy works when it suits 
his purpose? 

Now lets turn to Mr Parry’s 
many misleading statements. His 
claim that only wealthy families, 
politicians and political donors 
benefited from and supported 
Brexit is laughable. 

I recall that most wealthy 
politicians and, indeed, wealthy 
business people (Gina Miller) 
springs to mind supported 
remain. In fact, most 
commentators and politicians 
have agreed that it was the 
working class (whatever that 
means) that voted Brexit. 

Much of the business news 
that I have read of late, comes 
from American companies 
planning to invest in the UK - so 
it would be interesting to know 
which jobs will be taken back to 
the US. No doubt Mr Parry will 
enlighten us. 

The single market is in itself 
nothing more than a trade 


protection block. The CAP 
which controls agricultural 
products in the single market has 
created for example, milk lakes, 
wine lakes, butter mountains, 
beef mountains and olive 
mountains. 

The customs union of which 
Turkey is a member - yes, 

Turkey - has enabled European 
manufacturers to flood the UK 
market with components and 
finished goods. If you doubt it, 
look at the import/export figures 
between the UK and the EU. 

The £100 million export of 
military technology to Turkey 
from the UK pales into 
insignificance when compared 
with EU export of arms to that 
same country. The figures run 
into billions of Euros. 

Einally, it seems that the option 
of choosing any university within 
the EU is critical within Mr 
Perry’s thinking. Around 550,000 
students attend UK universities, 
and good luck to each and 
everyone of them. I wish each 
UK student studying in the EU 
(all 15,000 of them) every 
success, but is being shackled to 
the EU really worth the cost? 
John A Turner, 

Rhoose. 


Saddened that 
hedgerows 
were ‘destroyed' 


O N Sunday I 
walked my 
dog at Sully 
beach and, having 
not been there for a 
while, I was 
shocked and 
saddened to see the 
destruction of the 
trees and 
hedgerows along 
the cliff edge and 
next to the 
Lavernock 
Caravan Park, 
which were home 
to lots of varieties 
of wildlife 
including rabbits 
and birds. 

This destruction was 
to make way for a 
walkway along the cliff 
top, around the edge of 
the football/rugby field 
and back onto the road. 

I’m totally in favour 
of making the coast 
accessible to all but 
what I’m not in favour 
of is that this walkway 
is a single track. 

When this walkway 
is finished, should a 
pushchair and a 
wheelchair going in 
opposite directions meet 
along the path, there is 
not enough room for 
them to pass each other. 

This would mean that 
either one of people 


pushing the chairs 
would have to walk 
backwards to where 
they came from until 
more room is made (the 
path is the same width 
for almost the entire 
length of the walkway) 
or lift and manoeuvre 
the chair on to the grass 
so the other people can 
get past. 

Both of these are 
impossible and 
ridiculous (I was also 
told by another dog 
walker, that there is 
news of putting a fence 
up along the path, so we 
won’t be able to access 
the grass). 

What are the Vale 
Council thinking - do 
they not realise that 
some people are in 
wheelchairs, or that 
parents would like to 
take their children in 
pushchairs along this 
coastal path? 

I’m normally in 
favour of the council, 
and I think they work 
hard for us, but this is 
one of their worst plans; 
so come on Vale 
Council, make this 
right - replant the trees 
and hedgerows, don’t 
put up the fence, and 
make the path wider 
and accessible to all. 
Mrs Amy Jackson, 
Barry. 


Jonathan urges: 

WEAR RED FOR 
WALES - AND 
FOR VELINDRE’ 


C ancer will 

affect one in 
two people 
born after 1960 - 
it’s a simple statistic 
that drives home 
the battle we face 
against this terrible 
disease, and I am 
writing to ask for 
your support. 

Velindre Cancer 
Centre’s aim is for 
everybody in Wales to 
wear red on Friday, 
March 10, when Wales 
take on Ireland in the 
RBS Six Nations at 
Principality Stadium, 
Cardiff. 

For this day only, 
Velindre will change 
from its traditional 
green colour to red in 
support of the Wales 
rugby team. 

Taking part couldn’t 
be simpler. Simply ask 
your staff, pupils, 
colleagues, friends, 
family etc to wear red 
on this day and donate a 
minimum of £1, then 
send your cheque made 
payable to: Velindre 
Fundraising, Velindre 
Cancer Centre, 

Whitchurch, Cardiff, 
CF14 2TL or donate 
online. 


As well as the money 
you will raise from 
taking part, the 
publicity you will 
attract is also very 
important for us as we 
want as many people as 
possible to see your 
fundraising efforts. 

Share your 

photographs, posts and 
videos on Twitter 
©Velindre; Instagram 
velindre_fundraising; 
Facebook 
VelindreFundraising; 
tagging us in, so 
everybody can see what 
an amazing thing you’re 
doing for Velindre! 

Be as creative as 
possible, as the best 
ones will be featured in 
the media and next 
year’s campaign! 

If you would like to 
take part, please 
complete a registration 
form from the website 
before March 10, so we 
can register you and 
announce your 

participation on social 
media. 

Jonathan Davies OBE, 
President, Velindre 
Cancer Centre. 


Locals 
would 
like road 
to be a 
'one-way 
street’ 

1 WOULD like to 
update Dyfan 
Ward residents 
by responding to a 
letter printed in 
last week’s GEM 
(‘SPEED: Drivers 
need to be more 
considerate’ 
February 9). 

The volume and speed 
of traffic using 
Whitewell Road has 
been a concern for some 
time, and more so since 
completion of the nearby 
White Farm 
development. 

When residents’ cars 
are parked outside their 
homes, Whitewell Road 
effectively becomes a 
single lane road, with 
few passing places. 

After speaking to local 
residents about the 
inconsiderate and 
dangerous driving that 
occurs as a consequence, 
I as Dyfan councillor, 
carried out a door-to- 
door survey, the results 
of which gave a clear 
indication that residents 
would like to see their 
road become ‘one-way’. 

Following this, I 
contacted the council’s 
highways department 
and requested that 
consideration be given to 
this idea. I have since 
been in constant 
dialogue and attended 
several meetings with 
the highways team, the 
managing director and 
the Leader of the 
Council; two of which 
have taken place on site 
so that local residents’ 
concerns can be made 
clear. 

As a result, highways 
engineers are this week 
(February 13) carrying 
out junction observations 
in peak periods for both 
the Whitewell 
RoadAVhite Farm 
junction and the 
Whitewell 

Road/Coleridge Crescent 
junction. 

They will then 
undertake a vehicle 
speed and volume 
survey for Whitewell 
Road in the first week of 
March, when the schools 
have returned after the 
half term break and 
traffic flows have 
returned to normal. 

I will keep local 
residents updated on 
progress and I hope that 
this letter offers 
reassurance that the 
council is acting upon 
their concerns. 
Councillor Anthony G 
Powell, 

Dyfan ward. Vale 
Council. 


Go to The 
GEM for the 
latest stories 
and breaking 
news... 
glamorgan- 
gem.co.uk 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 

Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblyqu a alia! effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 
Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2016/01533/FUL 

New hipped roof to rear annexe, addition of one roof 

light on the rear roof slope, new porch/wc extension 

to side with double gates 

Maltsters Cottage, Factory Road, Llanblethian, 

Cowbridge 

Llanblethian 


2017/00036/FUL 

Proposed 2 storey extension to enlarge garage and 
form additional bedroom to first floor 
Court Farm, Bonvilston 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 


Bonvilston 

Listed Building Consent/ 

Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 

2016/01389/LBC 

Proposed alterations, garage and extension 
The Lodge, Castle Upon Alun, St Bride's Major 


Adeilad Rhestredig Grade II 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 


2017/00110/LBC 

Works to existing building to include : extension to 
cover existing external area and removal of section of 
North wall internally 
27, High Street, Cowbridge 


Adeilad Rhestredig Grade I 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 


2017/00141/LBC 

Refurbishment of existing Tathan Hall to provide 
seven flats, construction of ten dwellings and 
associated works 

Tathan Hall, 6, Rectory Drive, St Athan 


Adeilad Rhestredig Grade II 

Affecting setting of a Listed Building/ 

Cais (au) sy'n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 

2016/01438/FUL 

Proposed extensions, alterations and renovation to 
the existing buildings 
The Tower, Tower Hill, Penarth 


Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


Affecting Nos 1-5 Tower Hill Avenue, Penarth, Grade 
II and No. 2 Coastguard Cottage, Marine Parade, 
Penarth, Grade II 


2017/00042/RG3 

Excavation of existing embankment to install new 
retaining wall and concrete base for the provision of a 
new containerised biomass boiler and associated 
works. 1800mm high steel palisade fence with 
lockable gates, all painted dark green 
Docks Office, Subway Road, Barry 

Affecting former Barry Dock Offices, Grade II*, 
pedestal and statue of David Davies of Llandinam, 
Grade II* and 6 lamp standards outside former Barry 
Dock Offices Grade II 

2017/00087/FUL 

Works to existing building to include : extension to 
cover existing external area and removal of section of 
North wall internally 
27, High Street, Cowbridge 


Affecting Mounting Block attached to 25 and 27 High 
Street, Cowbridge, Grade II, 27 High Street, 
Cowbridge, Grade II and 29 High Street, Cowbridge, 
Grade II 

May affect a Public Right of Way/ 

Gall effeithio ar Hawl Tramwy Cyhoeddus 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2017/00026/FUL 

Proposah/Cynnig: Agricultural building 

Location:/Lleoliad: Land at The Lawns, Cwrt Yr Ala Road, Michaelston 

Le Pit 

Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 16 February, 2017 
V. L. Robinson 
Operational Manager, 

Regeneration and Planning, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 
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Favourite ports 
and paddlers 

BY BRIAN KEITCH 


Thursday Eebmary 16th, 2017 



Local favourite Cardiff Queen making a typically brisk departure 
from Penarth pier in the 1950s on a sunny afternoon. 


R ecently, i 

described 
the Bristol 
Channel tsunami 
of 1607, but here I 
want to recall how 
in later centuries 
thousands of 
people popped 
down to Penarth, 
Barry and 
Porthcawl for a 
cruise to Combe, 
Lynmouth, 
Minehead - or 
even further afield 
to Clovelly and 
Lundy. 

Then again, there was 
also Weston super Mare. 

A cruise on the 
paddle steamer Cardijf 
Queen or quasi-sister 
Bristol Queen was a 
must any summer. For 
an afternoon or evening 
out many people looked 
no further than 
Birnbeck pier. 

Steamers usually 
stopped at Penarth pier 
on the outward journey 
from Cardiff (though it 


was possible to catch 
the train to Barry pier 
station on some sailings 
when the tide prevented 
a call at Penarth pier). 

Among the earliest 
packets to call at Cardiff 
were the paddle 
steamers Glamorgan 
and Bristol (the 
Swansea to Bristol 
packets) in 1823. The 
only inconvenience was 
that the ‘port’ of Cardiff 
embarkation was Sully! 

What were the fares? 
Sully (Cardiff) to 
Bristol, six shillings 
(30p) - aft cabin, four 
shillings (20p) - fore 
cabin and two shillings 
(lOp). They ran three 
times a week. 

For just a bit more 
you could, of course, 
travel to Swansea. The 
owners at the end of 
1824 stated that the 
journey from Swansea 
to Bristol had averaged 
less than nine hours! 
When facilities were 
improved at the port of 
Cardiff proper, the Sully 
call was, not 
surprisingly, abruptly 
abandoned. 


The only time 
steamers have come to 
Sully since is on one of 
the rare occasions MV 
Balmoral was - on a 
very high tide - chosen, 
for some reason, to sail 
past Sully Island on the 
landward side enabling 
passengers to wave at 
people on Swanbridge 
beach! 

Penarth pier was built 
and opened in 1894, 
allowing excursion 
steamers to call, but 
since 1857 the little 
paddle steamers Kate 
(1), Kate (2), Iona, and 
a small screw vessel La 
Belle Marie had 
chugged back and forth 
when the tide allowed. 

The construction of a 
pedestrian tunnel under 
the Afon Elai in 1899 
caused the old ferry to 
fade away in October 
1903 after 46 years of 
service. No doubt 
regular rail services 
from Penarth - opened 
in 1878, Cogan in 1888, 
plus Soloman Andrew’s 
omnibuses - didn’t 
help. 

Our photograph from 
yesteryear (above) sees 
local favourite Cardijf 
Queen making a 
typically brisk departure 
from Penarth pier in the 
1950s on a sunny 
afternoon - probably 
bound for Weston or 
Minehead. 

Built at Fairfield’s 
yard on the Clyde in 
1947, Cardiff Queen 
was destined to be the 
last sea-going paddle 
steamer ever built {PS 
Waverley was launched 
earlier and the largely 
rebuilt PS Medway 
Queen is waiting re¬ 
entry to service - but 
was built in 1924 by 
Ailsa shipbuilding at 
Troon). 

Cardijf Queen and 
her quasi-sister Bristol 
Queen operated for 
scarcely 20 years before 
being scrapped. In 
addition to her Bristol 


Channel duties, Cardiff 
Queen also put in two 
years’ service on the 
south coast of England 
in 1952 and 1953. Eor 
the record Cardiff 
Queen could carry in 
excess of 1,000 
passengers and could 
skip along at 18 knots at 
a push! 

Cardiff Queen had a 
number of ‘firsts’. The 
Second World War 
claimed no fewer than 
seven of the 11 steamers 
of the White Eunnel 
fleet, three during the 
evacuation at Dunkirk 
alone with the result 
that new steamers were 
built - the two 
‘queens’ - Bristol in 
1946 and Cardiff in 
1947. The same 
conflict saw the closure 
of some piers. 

Among Cardijf 
Queen's ‘firsts’ was a 
call by a passenger ship 
at Ventnor Pier, Isle of 
Wight after the war in 
1953. She was to call at 
Lynmouth in 1954 re¬ 
opening the port of call 
after the disastrous 
floods there in 1952. 

A few days later she 
re-opened the Bideford 
sailings after a gap of 
30 years, also the same 
year saw the ship visit 
Tenby. In 1955 she re¬ 
opened sailings to 
Milford Haven and was 
the first steamer to call 
at Mumbles in 1956 
after the pier was 
rebuilt. 

Cardiff Queen made 
her final sailing to 
Lundy on September 
21, 1966 with 400 
passengers, never to sail 
again. Efforts to 
convert the ship into a 
nightclub on the River 
Usk, Newport, failed to 
materialise and she was 
scrapped upriver at 
Cashmore’s yard in 
1968. 


Tommy needs 
a quiet home 

Cats Protection, Pant Hirwaun, 

Bryncethin, Bridgend CF32 9UJ 

Tel: 01656 726621 • Fax: 01656 722012 
Email: hridgend.manager@cats.org.uk 



MY name is Tommy, I’m currently the 
eldest cat at 15 years of age at the Cats 
Protection Bridgend Adoption Centre, 
and staff say I look good for my age! 

I ended up in the centre when my owner went into 
care and could no longer care for me. 

Being an elderly chap, I really need a quiet home 
where I can relax and live out my twilight years in 
peace. If you think you have the right home, please 
come and visit me. 


Bridge results 

RESULTS for the Vale of Glamorgan 
bridge club for February 11: 

1st Vida Halford & Glyn Williams 59.26%, 2nd 
John Raymond & Alan Lewis 56.94%, 3rd Phil 
Eelman & Tony Disley 56.02%. 

LE 


Coaching delivered in 
the Welsh language 


SPORT students from Cardiff and Vale 
College are set to share their coaching 
expertise through the medium of Welsh 
following special training from the Urdd. 

Eight sports learners have taken part in the Urdd’s 
specialist ‘Level 2 Sport Leaders Award’ and now 
need to provide 10 hours of coaching in Welsh to 
become fully qualified. 

All of the learners have found coaching 
opportunities and complete their hours in Welsh 
medium primary schools and during rugby and 
hockey competitions with the Urdd. 

Once qualified, the eight students will be able to 
coach in Welsh with the Urdd at Welsh medium 
schools, after school clubs, holiday camps, galas and 
competitions. 

Urdd sports development officer, Gareth East, 
said: “It was great working with Cardiff and Vale 
College and lovely to see a lot of good coaches in 
the college. Everyone fully participated in every 

Food hygiene 
ratings show 
up the Vale 

A NEW study has obliged to clearly display 
revealed which the rating that they 

council areas have the receive under the 
best and worst food scheme, with England to 
hygiene ratings at follow suit from 2019. 
pubs, bars and clubs. 

The Eood Standards 
Agency website holds 
the data from inspections 
carried out by each local 
authority under the Eood 
Hygiene Ratings 

Scheme. Every business 
that serves pub food is 
awarded with a hygiene 
rating between 0 (urgent 
improvement necessary) 
and 5 (very good). 

Out of a total of 356 
council areas in England, 

Wales and Northern 
Ireland (Scotland is 
subject to a different 
rating system), the Vale 
of Glamorgan had the 
fifth highest percentage 
of pubs and bars with a 
poor rating of 0, 1 or 2; 
with 17 per cent of its 
135 rated businesses 
requiring improvement. 

Newham was the 
worst ranked council 
district, with 19.2 per 
cent of businesses rated 
2 or below, whereas 
Lisburn and Castlereagh 
City was the best, with 
100 per cent scoring 4 or 
5. 

Linda Eirth, a director 
at the company 
LoveMy Voucher s .co.uk, 
said: “The study aimed to 
raise awareness about the 
ratings. There is nothing 
better than a good pub 
lunch, but as budgets 
tighten, food hygiene 
standards could become 
increasingly important 
for diners choosing 
where to spend their 
money.” 

Premises that serve 
food in Wales and 
Northern Ireland are now 


aspect of the qualification and to a very good 
standard. We look forward to the students coaching 
with us in the future.” 

The Urdd aims to provide opportunities for 
children and young people to develop personal and 
social skills through the medium of Welsh. 

The Level 2 Sport Leaders Award is a nationally 
recognised practical qualification that enables 
learners to lead groups of people in sport or 
activities in Welsh. It teaches generic leadership 
skills such as organisation, planning, 
communication and teamwork through the medium 
of sport. 

Level 3 public services student, 18-year-old Kia 
Sparkes, said: “We are very grateful to the Urdd for 
giving us the opportunity to gain an extra 
qualification which will help us with our 
employment prospects as well as giving us 
experience in the coaching world. Being able to use 
and practise our Welsh is a great help and has really 
boosted our confidence to keep using the language.” 

CAVC Welsh Curriculum co-ordinator Nicola 
Buttle explained: “Establishing such strong links 
with the Urdd has created an abundance of Welsh 
medium opportunities for our learners. It has been 
hugely beneficial in many ways. 

“It supports our bilingual ethos and Welsh 
medium provision within sport at CAVC, provides 
practical coaching sessions through the medium of 
Welsh across Cardiff and the Vale and also raises 
awareness among our learners of how advantageous 
the Welsh language and bilingualism is within the 
sporting world.” 

CB 


Make every daffodil 
count for Marie Curie 



MARIE CURIE 
launched their 
annual Daffodil 
Appeal at the 
Senedd on 
Wednesday, 
February 8. 

The appeal is now in 
its 31st year, and South 
Wales Central AM 
Andrew RT Davies 
joined forces with senior 
nurse Judith Thursfield 
and rapid response team 
members Helen Wilson 
and Donna Jarvis to 
encourage Vale residents 
to support the campaign. 

Mr Davies has 
encouraged local 
residents to help the 
charity by wearing a 
Marie Curie daffodil pin 
- available from 


Superdrug, Spar and 
Savers stores across the 
Vale. 

He pointed out that 
money raised would be 
of great benefit to the 
charity’s Cardiff and 
Vale Hospice - located 
in Penarth. 

Mr Davies said: “It is 
a pleasure to see the 
great daffodil appeal is 
still going after 31 years 
and I’d encourage all 
Vale residents to support 
it.” 

Simon Jones, head of 
policy and public affairs 
for Marie Curie Wales, 
said: “To have the 
support of Andrew RT 
Davies makes a huge 
difference to Marie 
Curie. 

“With his help we are 


able to raise awareness 
about what we do and 
reach more people who 
need us. 

“Our services rely on 
charitable donations, so 
I’d like to express a 
heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who gives a 
donation and wears a 
daffodil pin this 
Eebruary and March. 

“The money raised 
from the Great Daffodil 
Appeal will help Marie 
Curie Nurses provide 
care and support to 
people living with a 
terminal illness, and 
their loved ones, in 
homes across Wales, as 
well as in the charity’s 
Cardiff and Vale 
Hospice in Penarth.” 
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PENARTH HOCKEY CLUB ROUND-UP 


AS the 2016-17 season 
heads into its final 
weeks, Penarth 

Hockey Club 

continues to push for 
GoCreaS League 
promotion on three 
fronts, with the first 
XI chasing a second 
straight league title 
having taken over at 
the top of Conference 
North less than a year 
after dominating De 
Cymru & The 
Marches 1. 

SWINDON 1, 

PENARTH 2 
Penarth travelled to 
promotion rival 

Swindon for a game re¬ 
arranged after the first 
attempt to play was 
denied by a frozen pitch 
at the end of January. 

With little to divide 
the top teams in 
Conference North, this 
was arguably both teams’ 
biggest game of the 
season to date, as Penarth 
looked to move clear at 
the top of the table and 
Swindon sought to 
quickly reignite their bid 
after losing to second- 
placed Robinsons the 
previous day. 

On a bitterly cold 
morning, Penarth seemed 
to struggle with both the 
conditions and early start 
as Swindon made the 
better of the initial 
exchanges. Playing the 
ball around sharply, some 
clever first time passes 
left Penarth chasing 
shadows, and the home 
side deservedly took the 
lead after 10 minutes, 
breaking down Penarth’s 
right and firing the ball in 
to the 'D' to find an 
unmarked attacker to 
sweep home and give 
goalkeeper Adam Putt no 
chance. 

The early setback only 
served to stoke the 
Bears’ fire, and the 
visitors finally started to 
warm to the challenge set 
by their rivals. 

Vice-captain Chris 
Baker began to grow 
more and more into the 
game and, picking the 
ball up in the final third, 
drove into the Swindon 


area to fire a warning 
shot just wide on his 
reverse stick. 

The hosts failed to 
take heed and continued 
to leave Baker far to 
much time and space 
and, this time, he made 
them pay. Picking the 
ball up in midfield and 
peeling strongly into the 
'D', Baker’s goal-bound 
effort was converted by 
Tim Urlings, whose deft 
touch deflected the ball 
high into the net to level 
the scores before half¬ 
time. 

Tactical changes by 
player-coach Ben 

Croxall tweaked the 
formation during then 
interval and, despite 
giving Baker man¬ 
marking duties against 
Swindon’s play-maker, 
allowed Penarth to take 
more control in the 
second half. 

Although Swindon 
continued to pass the ball 
around nicely, possession 
was largely in their own 
half, with very little 
penetration. Penarth, in 
contrast, were happy 
without the ball, but 
enjoyed greater field 
territory and their more 
direct approach in 
possession created the 
better moments. 

The Bears had one 
more bit of magic up 
their sleeve and a direct 
feed into the 'D' found 
Urlings, who produced 
another sublime touch to 
deflect the ball under his 
right shoulder and into 
the bottom corner to 
draw jubilant 

celebrations from the 
visitors. 

With little time left for 
Swindon to hit back, 
Penarth saw out the game 
comfortably, keeping 
hold of the ball and 
pinning the home side 
deep in their own half to 
claim a memorable win 
and take sole possession 
of top spot in the 
division, as well as all 
but eliminating 

Swindon’s promotion 
hopes. 

PENARTH 10, 
WHITCHURCH A 1 


Prior to their trip to 
Wiltshire, Penarth 

hosted Whitchurch at 
Stanwell School, 

knowing that they 
could not afford to take 
their local rivals lightly, 
but also well aware that 
goal difference could be 
key in a closely-fought 
Conference North title 
battle. 

Whitchurch arrived 
with a team full of youth, 
but Penarth’s superior 
experience quickly won 
the day - and in ruthless 
fashion. With barely five 
minutes played, the tie 
was effectively over after 
three rapid-fire goals left 
the visitors shel shocked. 

The opening brace 
came in similar fashion, 
with captain Tom Haran 
first finding David Joyce 
and then Chris Baker at 
the back post to score 
with Penarth’s first two 
attacks, before Laith El- 
Khatib added the third 
with an unsaveable drag 
flick high to the keepers 
right. 

Penarth were now 
completely dominant in 
every department, and 
fired home another four 
before the half was out. 
The same formula as the 
opener accounted for 
Joyce's second, with 
Haran again finding the 
striker unmarked at the 
back post to sweep home 
first time. 

Tim Urlings was next 
on the scoresheet with 
perhaps the pick of the 
goals as, put through on 
goal, he showed great 
composure in waiting for 
the keeper to go to 
ground before producing 
the deftest of touches 
into the net and continue 
his march up the 
goalscoring charts. 

El-Khatib netted a 
second after finding time 
in the 'D' to smash in 
Penarth’s sixth, before 
Andy Willemite made it 
seven at the break with a 
first time touch. 

With the game won 
and half an eye firmly on 
the Swindon tie, Penarth 
took their foot off the gas 
in the second period, but 


still managed to net three 
further goals, with Joyce 
rounding out his hat-trick 
before Aaron Pulton- 
Brown got forward from 
right back to get in on the 
act and Baker ensured 
double figures with his 
second of the day. 

The only blemish on 
otherwise scintillating 
display came via an 
unfortunate deflection on 
a Whitchurch shot that 
was initially going wide, 
which left Penarth 
‘keeper Simon Comfort 
no chance of holding on 
to a clean sheet as the 
home side romped to 
their biggest win of the 
season. 

GWENT A 2, 
PENARTH A 10 
After a tough loss to 
runaway De Cymru 1 
leaders Cardiff 

University, it was vital 
that the second XI got 
their season back on 
track, and a trip to the 
newly laid pitch at 
Cwmbran Stadium to 
face mid-table Gwent 
proved just the tonic. 

Having gained control 
of the game, the Bears 
began to exert more and 
more pressure on the 
Gwent defence and 
quickly identified 

attacking midfielder Phil 
Lane as their best route to 
success. 

Able to create chances 
almost at will, the 
veteran opened the 
scoring in decisive 
fashion by firing past the 
hapless Gwent keeper, 
but the home side refused 
to capitulate, and hit back 
quickly, making the most 
of miscommunication in 
the Penarth defence to 
give Putt no chance with 


Skittle 

LATEST results for 
the Barry and 
District Ladies 
Skittle League for 
week commencing 
January 30 are as 
follows: 

Pirst division: Bakers 
Dozen (M Lewis 30) 
282, Pila Palas (P Webb 
27) 262; Pamily and 
Priends (J Phillips, J 
Crompton 23) 211, 

Special Angels (L 
Mountford 28) 207; 

Space Pinders (P Cleaver 
32) 299, Barry Stars (D 
James, S Phillips 36) 
359; Pamily Affair (S 
Johyn 28) 250, Coppers 
(J Hartnell 25) 253; Bob 
by’s Girls (G Toogood 

26) 245, Colcot Ladies 

(D Mansbridge 27) 240; 
Cigar Ladies (Aimee 
McCarthy 33) 287, 

Allsorts (C Navell 34) 
314. 

Second division: 
Breakaway (V Martin 
35) 295, Castle Bandits 
(M Stevens 31) 284; 
After Eights (D Goddard 

27) 257, Roller Coaster 

(M Pratt 28) 271; Cad 
Con Lillies (T Clements 
26) 229, Witchill 

Weebies (S Hillier 30) 
220;Clickies (ABatt31) 
253, Witchill Widows (L 
Spyrou 35) 306; Pallen 
Angels (C Stephens 31) 
262, Rhoose Starlight (D 


a first-time shot into the 
roof of the net. 

The goal was a wake- 
up call for the men in 
green, forcing them to 
focus on the task at hand. 
With Gwent buoyed by 
the equaliser and pushing 
for more, there were gaps 
to be exploited, and 
Penarth did just that 
repeatedly as the frigid 
afternoon went on. 

The impressive 
Keegan Hoare created 
the next scoring 
opportunity by winning a 
penalty corner after 
making a break down the 
left channel. 

Having failed to 
convert any of the twelve 
such opportunities they 
earned against Cardiff 
University the previous 
week, however, Penarth 
called up veteran Dave 
Stevens to provide a 
more direct approach to 
the set-piece, and he 
responded with a 
perfectly dispatched 
strike just below the 
backboard to give the 
visitors the lead. 

The Bears now held a 
clear upper hand, and 
quickly added to their 
advantage, winning 
another penalty corner 
via Richard Baker. This 
time, Stevens’ initial shot 
was repelled by a good 
save from the young 
Gwent ‘keeper, but the 
rebound fell kindly for 
James Kidby and he 
clinically slotted the ball 
back into the bottom 
corner. 

Hitting back so 
decisively after Gwent 
felt they had got 
themselves back into the 
game appeared to take 
the wind out of the home 


Stradling 30) 234; 

Castaways (K Billings 
31) 269, Airways Angels 
(A Crook 32) 264; SV 
Lights (D Masterman 30) 
249, Merry Makers (A 
Hawkins 29) 207. 

Third division: Hill 
Billies (E Anzani 35) 
314, Little Devils (G 
Bowen 34) 317; Rugby 
Tirers (E Nicholaou 26) 
219, Vixens (D Marks 
28) 255; Rebels (L Spurr 

26) 234, Westenders (J 
Somers, M Condon, B 
Goddard 26) 256; La 
Belles (J Williams 32) 
335, Challengers (M 
Griffiths, B Griffiths 32) 
345; Witches (C Kemp 

27) 217, Uptown Girls (L 

Cosslett 30) 251; 

Etcetera (C Stillman 28) 
258, Twilights (M 
Harding, A Campbell 26) 
241. 

Pourth division: 
Persuaders (C Thomas, P 
Organ 23) 197, Nite 
Outers (L Newman 21) 
156; Off The Rails (L 
McCormack 33) 242, 
Optimists (L Gerknardt 
25) 207; Liberals (S 
Allen 23) 231, Aristocats 
(C Chatwell 26) 253; 
Witchill Wanderers (S 
Reynolds 33) 210, Boozy 
Birds (J Mills 30) 277; 
Hell Raisers (M Davies, J 
Corrigan 25) 228, 

Socialites (J Pumis 26) 
216. 


The Vale of Glamorgan 
Football League round-up 


AFTER a couple of weeks off 
from action in the Vale due to 
the inclement weather, football 
returned with focus on the 
divisional cups. 

The historic ASRS Cup of the 
Premier Division, dating back over 
100 years saw one first round tie 
competed and three more quarter-final 
ties decided. 

Runaway league leaders Vale 
United edged past Penarth Town in a 
rearranged first round match 1-0 with 
Jay Tominey notching his 18th goal of 
the campaign. This sets United up for 
a quarter-final against Barry Athletic 
this coming weekend. 

In the three quarter finals played 
this past weekend St Athan advanced 
past Island Marine 4-2 with Josh 
Morgan scoring all four, the youngster 
hitting 20 goals this term. 

Rhoose eased through 6-1 against 
Tynewydd while Cowbridge Town 
went through 4-0 against Masons 
Moving Group to set up a semi-final 
against Rhoose. 

In the Supporters Cup, contested by 
Division One teams, goals from Dan 
Morgan, Linford Harris and Ryan 
Hales, saw Barry Athletic B through 3- 
1 against Dockers. 

SP Billy cruised into the semi finals 


7-0 against Glenbrook while PC 
Pumas pipped Cogan 1-0. 

Division Two teams compete for the 
Dockers Cup, Island Marine B needed 
extra-time but came through 4-2 
against high-flying Penarth B in a very 
impressive result. 

Rhoose B edged out Pumas B 2-1, 
while league leaders Barry Saints 
advanced 5-0 against Barry Albion 
and Cadoxton Imps dispatched BV to 
go through to the semi-finals. 

Only one league game was played 
this weekend, that was in Division 
One where Barry Belgrade were 
victorious 3-1 against Cardiff Airport 
B to close the gap on leaders Barry 
Athletic B to six points, but Belgrade 
have two games in hand. 

This week sees the return of league 
action; the games of the day in each 
division see Rhoose host Cowbridge 
in the Premier Division, Cogan play 
Sully in Division One and Penarth B 
travel to play Barry Albion. 

In the SV^A Intermediate Cup, the 
last remaining Vale league club, St 
Athan, host the only other Vale-based 
team in the competition, Cardiff 
Airport, now of the SWPA Alliance 
League. St Athan finished runners-up 
to Vale League champions Cardiff 
Airport last season. 

HD 


Barry and 
District Ladies 
league 


team’s sails and, while 
they saw their hosts’ play 
gradually unravel, the 
Bears dominated the rest 
of the first half, passing 
the ball with the fluency 
which sees them well and 
truly in the De Cymru 1 
promotion hunt. 

With some superb 
movement from the 
forward line. Lane was 
granted more than 
enough space to do what 
he does best, eventually 
completing up a first half 
hat-trick to send Penarth 
into the break with a 
comfortable 5-1 lead. 

The second half 
continued in much the 
same vein, with the Bears 
quick to exploit every 
slip by the Gwent 
defence, while tightening 
up at the back to give 
Putt a relatively quiet 35 
mi nutes. 

Although the home 
side was allowed to 
double their tally with 
just minutes remaining 
on the clock, the damage 
had already been done at 
the other end, as Penarth 
produced another five- 
goal blast to put the result 
beyond doubt. 

Continuing to score at 
will, the Vale side 
matched their first XI 
counterparts by reaching 
double figures before the 
final whistle, with Lane 
increasing his 

contribution to the end- 


of-season beer kitty with 
another hat-trick, 

interspersed with a first 
club goal for the 
influential Hoare and a 
second for the predatory 
Kidby. 

With several second 
XI regulars missing, the 
game also provided an 
opportunity for some of 
the younger club 
members to step up and 
show what they could do, 
and Hoare’s positive 
showing was mirrored by 
both Sam Salisbury, who 
continued to excel in the 
unfamiliar-to-him left 
back role, and 14-year 
old Tom Griffiths who, 
despite not being able to 
to repeat the goal he 
registered on his second 
XI debut against 
Swansea City, showed 
that he will be one to 
watch as he climbs the 
ranks in coming years. 

PENARTH C 1, 

PENARTH B 2 
While the two senior 
sides were in action 
against other clubs, the 
third and fourth XIs 
engaged in the third of 
their four De Cymru 3 
meetings, this time with 
the ‘C-Siders’ as the 
designated home team. 

The season’s two 
previous meetings had 
resulted in multiple-goal 
victories for the third XI, 
but the fourths are a 
much improved side and 


proved as much as they 
ran their clubmates close 
in episode three of 
Penarth’s own ‘El 
Clasico’ 

After 70 hard-fought 
minutes, the thirds 
sneaked a 2-1 win they 
just about deserved from 
a relatively level contest, 
but had to dig deep to see 
off the development 
team, having been 
pegged at a goal apiece at 
the interval. 

A rare strike for 
Graeme Jones accounted 
for the ‘C-siders’ score, 
but a brace from skipper 
Dave Watkins ensured 
that the 3 third XI 
maintained their push for 
promotion at the end of 
the season. 

All four Penarth teams 
are in action again this 
weekend, with the first XI 
looking to keep up their 
title bid away at 
Chippenham, while the 
second XI face another 
must-win game for their 
promotion campaign, 
this time against Cardiff 
& Met 'E' at Stanwell 
(2pm start). The thirds 
follow on at home 
against Swansea City 
(3.30pm start) as the 
fourth XI head west to 
tackle De Cymru 3 
leaders Swansea 

University. 

CL 


On and Off The Turf 
WITH BRIAN LEE 


EVAN WILLIAMS’ five-year- 
old Skewiff racing for the first 
time in public landed the 
closing Mares' Standard Open 
National Hunt Flat Race 
(Division 2) at Huntingdon last 
Thursday. 

Partnered by Adam Wedge Skewiff, 
an 8-1 chance, got home by a head 
from the favourite Majestic Moll with 
Mary Eleanor a further short head 
away in third place. 

DEBRA'S BIG RACE WIN 
Racehorse trainer Debra Hamer 
who hails from the Vale and who 
trains her horses from her yard in 
Carmarthen had plenty to smile 
about after her seven-year-old 
ToBeEair landed the Betfair Cash 
Out Handicap Hurdle in fine style at 
Newbury last Saturday under 
regular jockey Trevor Whelan. 

Since she has had the plucky 
ToBePair it won its first two starts at 
Worcester before scoring at Chepstow, 
Pfos Las, Chepstow again then 
Warwick before picking up the £12, 
512 Newbury prize. 

Not many horses go on to win seven 
races on the trot so to speak and the 
Cheltenham National Hunt Pestival 
could be next for ToBePair owned by 
the Down The Quay Club Syndicate a 
happy band of west Wales point-to- 
point stalwarts. 

CHEPSTOW RACECOURSE 
SPONSORS POINT-TO-POINTS 
Chepstow Racecourse, home of the 
Welsh Grand National, is 
sponsoring five point-to-points in its 
heartland of south Wales and along 
the M4/M5 corridor. 

These include the Curre & 
Llangibby fixture at Howick near 
Chepstow on Pebruary 19, the Brecon 
& Talybont at Llanfrynach on March 4 
and the Monmouthshire at Llanvapley 
on April 1. 

Phil Bell, executive director, said: 
“Chepstow draws on a huge 
enthusiasm for jump racing in south 
Wales and surrounding counties, 
manifesting itself in attendances at 
some of our marquee fixtures like the 
Coral Welsh Grand National. Our 
Dunraven Bowl Novices' Hunter 


Chase on April 28 is the most valuable 
Hunter Chase in Wales and draws 
terrific support from the whole south 
west too.” 

“We're delighted to be supporting 
the sport that supports us.” 

David Brace OBE and MD of 
Dunraven Group, added: “We're very 
proud of the Dunraven Bowl at 
Chepstow and see an opportunity to 
build this fixture into a destination 
event for the point-to-point 
community.” 

EVAN AGAIN 

Evan David from Llanharan, who 
has been in good form this season, 
chalked up another winner when 
making all the running on Andrew 
Pennock's Torran Na Dtonn in the 
hunt members' race at the 
Cambridge University Hunt Point- 
To-Point Steeplechases at Cotten- 
ham last Saturday. 

CURRE & LLANGIBBY RACES 
The first of the two Curre & 
Llangibby Hunt Point-To-Point 
fixtures takes place at Howick, near 
Chepstow, on Sunday (Eebruary 19) 
and a number horses and riders 
from the Vale are expected to take 
part. 

Racing gets under way with the 
members' race at 12 noon. 

A BRACE EOR BRACE 
David Brace, who runs the 
Dunraven Stud at Pyle near 
Bridgend, took the first two races at 
the Albrighton & Woodland Hunt 
Point-To-Point Steeplechases at 
Chaddesley Corbett on Sunday. 

His Doc Cody took the open 
maiden event and his Colorado Doc 
won the restricted. Both are six-year- 
olds and both are by his stallion Dr 
Massini. 

Leading Welsh rider Bradley Gibbs, 
who recently chalked-up his 100th 
winner, rode both horses. 

Another Welsh rider who had a 
double on Sunday was Lorcan 
Williams who at the Vine and Craven 
meeting at Barbary Castle took the 
restricted on Apple's Queen and the 
novice riders' race on Join Together. 

* You can e-mail your news or 
views to brianlee4@virginmedia.com 
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MP and AM join Vale 
Veterans for breakfast 



THE Vale’s first ‘Veteran’s 
Breakfast’ took place recently, 
with more than 70 former 
servicemen and their spouses 
meeting in the Sully Sports & 
Social Club. 

Organised in the Vale by Tony 
Fitzpatrick, Veterans Breakfast Clubs 
have sprung up across the UK to 
provide an opportunity for former 
Armed Forces personnel to socialise 
over a big breakfast. 

The breakfasts are also intended to 
present an opportunity to seek support, 
with charities offering services such as 
advice relating to further education, 
housing, employment and mental 
health. 

Vale MP Alun Cairns visited the 
launch of the local club recently, 
meeting veterans and charity workers. 

He said: “The Veterans Breakfast is 
a fantastic idea. Tony Fitzpatrick 
deserves great praise for ensuring that 


so many veterans were aware of, and 
were able to attend, the launch of the 
club. 

“There was a very positive 
atmosphere in Sully, which I am sure 
will continue as the club grows and 
supports yet more servicemen over the 
coming months and years.” 

The launch was also attended by the 
Vale’s AM, Jane Hutt, along with 
representatives of charities, including 
Woody’s Lodge, which runs at HMS 
Cambria with the backing of 22 
support agencies. 

With more than 12,000 veterans 
living in the Vale, a range of support 
networks and services was needed, she 
said. 

The Vale of Glamorgan Veterans 
Brealrfast Club is open to serving and 
former members of HM Armed Forces 
and their families. It meets at 9am 
every Saturday at the Sully Sports & 
Social Club. 


RHS Flower 
Show returns 
to Cardiff 


THE annually 
anticipated floral 
spectacular, RHS 
Flower Show 

Cardiff will return 
to the city this April, 
embracing Wales’ 
Year of Legends 
with a host of 
themed gardens and 
features to spark 
the imagination. 

The Flower Show - 
which is organised by the 
Royal Horticultural 
Society (RHS) in 
partnership with Cardiff 
Council - will this year 
take place from April 7 to 
9, and will once again fill 
the beautiful Bute Park 
with all things floral. 

Encouraging visitors 
to embrace this year’s 
magical, mystical theme 
- and inspiring 
showgoers to experience 
the rich history of Welsh 
legends and their 
connection to the 
surrounding landscape - 
featured show gardens 
will include Bridgend 
College’s ‘Y 

Meudwyaeth’, inspired 
by the Blackfriars 
monastic site and 
heritage, as well as Chris 
Myers’ homage to 
Blodeuwedd, a mythical 
woman made from 
flowers who, legend has 
it, was turned into an owl 
as punishment for trying 


to murder her husband. 

Macmillan Cancer 
Support will return to the 
show with a 
contemplative garden 
focusing on the theme of 
‘legacy’, and gardener 
Daniel Bodin will create 
a modem garden with a 
historical twist to 
encapsulate Welsh 
heritage and traditions. 

Two Cardiff-based 
charities - Grow Cardiff 
and The Dusty Shed - 
will work together on a 
display made completely 
by novice gardeners, 
containing delicious 
edibles which support 
and attract wildlife. 

In tune with the 
‘myths and legends 
theme’, the garden will 
feature a castle and 
peasant’s cottage made 
from upcycled pallets 
and rubbish. 

Other features will 
include giant wicker bug 
sculptures, the ever- 
popular schools’ 

wheelbarrow 
competition, 
demonstrations and live 
workshops, bushcraft and 
live animals. 

For more information 
or to buy advance tickets 
for the RHS Flower Show 
Cardiff visit 

www.rhs .org .uk/Cardiff. 


Telling the story 
of Penarth Docks 


FROM Neolithic 
times to the present 
day, Penarth Docks 
has a fascinating 
story, and well 
known historian 
Alan Thorne will 
present two talks in 
the Parish Hall, 
Albert Road, 
Penarth tonight 
Thursday, February 
16, and then on 
Thursday, February 
23 (both at 7pm) 
entitled ^The History 
of Penarth Dock, its 
site and surrounds^ 

The first talk will 
cover the period from 
the Neolithic up to the 
19th century, including 
references to the 
Romans, Celtic Saints, 
Vikings, Normans, 
pirates, smugglers, and 
a galaxy of famous 
engineers - eg Isambard 
Kingdom Brunei, 

Robert Stephenson, 
Thomas Telford and 
more. 

The second talk will 
cover the friction 
between the Butes and 
the Windsors, leading to 
the building and 
opening of the Ely tidal 
harbour and then the 
dock. 

Among events and 
people to be discussed 
will be the dock 
extension, the river Ely 
and the dock subway. 

Trade figures, dock 


buildings, including the 
now demolished Marine 
Hotel, will be covered 
as will numerous fatal 
industrial accidents and 
deaths as well as one 
death by shooting and 
stabbing. 

Of equal interest will 
be the armada of 
famous vessels that used 
the dock, including 
‘windjammers’, the 
Cutty Sark, Elissa, 

Great Britain and 
numerous Bay Maidens. 

The talk will also 
include numerous 
famous and infamous 
men including Captains 
Joseph Conrad and 
Edward Tapper. 

The talk will close 
with the Depression, the 
dock closure of 1936, 
its re-opening, the 
American tafe-over, the 
post-war ‘mothball 
fleet’, and steady 
decline leading to the 


final closure of 1963. 

The talks have been 
arranged by the Eriends 
of St Augustine’s. 

Speaking about the 
talks, one of the 
committee commented: 
“This is a rare treat - 
Alan has a wealth of 
knowledge on Penarth, 
and having had a taste 
of some of the 
anecdotes, I know the 
talks will not only be 
informative (as usual), 
but also surprising!” 

Entry on the 
door: one talk £5, both 
talks £8 (£4 or £7 for 
Friends of St 
Augustine’s). More 
information at: 

WWW. friends ofstaugustin 
es.org or Facebook 
‘alan on the docks’. 

For further 
information call John 
Guilfoyle on 02920 
706309 or Tricia 
Griffiths 02920 707828. 


VALE TRANSPORT 

ARE you a resident in the Vale who finds 
it difficult to access public transport, or 
are disabled? 

Voluntary Emergency Transport Services (VEST) 
operate door to door services such as a Saturday 
shopper to Morrisons, shopping in Cardiff and 
more. 

To find out more, register with VEST by filling in 
a simple form. 

An information session will be held at Age 
Connects Senior Health Shop, 38 Holton Road, 
Barry on Tuesday, Eebmary 14 from 10am to 12 
noon. No appointment is needed; just come along 
and have a chat. Contact 01446 732385. 
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RESULTS OF TARKINSON’S 
GRAPH WATCH’ EXCITING 

TRIALS are well 
under way at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital with the 
first generation 
Parkinson’s Kinetic 
Graph (PKG) 
watch. 

Bridgend MP 
Madeleine Moon was 
invited to meet and 
discuss the results so far 
with Dr Raha, 
neurologist at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital; Louise 
Ebenezer, Parkinson’s 
specialist nurse, and 
Stuart Littler from 
Global Kinetics 
Corporation, the medical 
technologies developer. 

Ms Moon is the chair 
of the All-Party 
Parliamentary 
Parkinson’s group in the 
House of Commons. 

She said: “During our 
meeting it became 
obvious that the results 
are very promising and 
exciting for the PKG 

watch. The initial trials “The watch, worn by correctly, whether the Parkinson’s patients and 
started last April and are a patient, bleeps when dosage needs to increase may eventually help 

due to complete in April medication needs to be or decrease, or whether with many more 

2017. taken and continues to the oral medication conditions.” 

“Dr Raha said that bleep until detected and needs at some stage to She added: “I am very 

there are around 600 acted upon. be assisted by a patch or impressed by the 

patients with Parkinson’s “It monitors all the injections. initiative shown by Dr 

in the county borough patient’s complex “The watch produces Raha and his team in 

and eastern Vale. Dr physical effects from the a computer graph taking on this new 

Raha and his team are medication prescribed, printout once a week for technology and hope 

currently monitoring 40 shows periods of the hospital, providing once the trial is 

specially selected sleepiness and when accurate data instead of evaluated that ABMU 

patients with the PKG to tremor is more the daily diary kept by will fund the provision 

test its ability to provide problematic, and how the patient. of the PKG watches to 

help, support and data the medication is “This is an incredible use long term in the 

when patients face a affecting the patient: advance in medical unit.” 

variety of difficulties. whether it is working technology assisting 



MP Madeleine Moon with Stuart Littler, Louise Ehenezer and 
Dr Raha at Princess of Wales Hospital. 


£50,000 HLF boost to SS 
Samtampa memorial 


A SCHEDULE 
events and 
planned memorial 
sculpture to the lost 
crews of the Liberty 


of coast, and beyond, with a the 

a 


organization 


ship SS Samtampa disaster and also the toll 

and Mumbles 

Lifeboat Edward 
Prince of Wales has 
been awarded 

£50,000 Heritage 
Lottery funding. 

The sculpture 


Using the 

tremendous loss of life, “delighted with the news Literacy/Numeracy 
It’s fitting that Heritage that will help preserve Framework for Primary 
has our maritime heritage for Schools in Wales pupils 
the future generations”, and will gain insight into the 
the described the award as an history, geography and 
“inspirational conclusion - - 

to our 
campaign “ 


Lottery Fund 
recognised 
significance of 


it took on Mumbles 
lifeboat crew.” 

An exhibition on the 
disaster will be presented of HLF in Wales 
by community volunteers 


science which conspired 


five-year 33 

RkS Bellamy, head Samtampa. This will be 

-- . ,,, . , nrpQpntprl in qiipH n wnv 


said: 

-...- j ....-... ‘Porthcawl Remembers . 

Porthcawl Shout forum is a great project as it historical 
at the Cardiff Senedd shows clearly how emotional 


presented in such a way 
that educational, 

cultural, 
and social 


sited 


which April 24 to May 8 heritage can be a catalyst benefits will be provided 


with 


a special for lots of different for the children. 


and bring This 


will be OX.V.V* ... . - ... 

Porthcawl, coincides commemoration day on activities 
with the 70th anniversary ^ 
of the greatest loss of Launched 
civilian life off the Welsh 
coast in modem times 

Thirty-nine crew lost "^ents^ 
their lives on the Liberty 

1 • oo O ^ groups, X\J 1 JV 1 

f m T Pm personal reflections and heritage.' 

^ nlfj j AMs. The bilingual For more information 
crew on Mumbles RNLI ^^^ubition will move to people 
lifeboat Edward Prince waterfront Museum, Michael 
Swansea, and open on mike 


teaching 

people together behind a resource, which will be 

the common purpose, available in English and 

Carwyn Thanks to National Welsh, will be made 

Jones AM, it will involve Lottery players, HLF is available to schools in 

school children, college able to help communities the areas involved but as 

learn about and take 2018 is designated by the 

pride m their local- 


by 


community 
folk music. 


of Wales, at Sker Point, 
Porthcawl. 


, , May 10 for around eight harbourside.co.uk 

The team who have ^eeks. The technical 07957 456651. 


worked to secure funding aspects of the sculpture .... ........ . 

include Awen Trust, project will be overseen affected people 
by Stuart Bentley. 

Stuart’s grandfather, 


Porthcawl Sea Cadets 
and Porthcawl Shout 


rr., , • __ e----—__ 

Fomm. The sculpture is James Bentley, was a Middlesborough, where 
being produced by member of the many of the crew of SS 
Sculptural Design Ltd of Coastguard and Samtampa were from. 

Swansea, and has also auxiliaries team that To commemorate the 
been partly funded by a assisted in the attempted anniversary, schools in 
private donation of land rescue operation the three affected areas 
£10,000 from Dr Gilbert from the time the distress 
signals were raised by 


Welsh Assembly 

Government as the Year 
of the Sea, it is 
conceivable that the 
teaching resource will be 
available, via the 

Internet, to any school in 
The disaster directly Wales thus providing a 
)ple from valuable input to the Year 
Porthcawl, of the Sea and beyond. 


can contact 
Clarke at 
porthcawl- 


/ 


three areas: 
Mumbles 


Clark, who died recently. 


are working 
sharing 


together, 
their 

and £10,000 from the Samtampa captain communities’ different, 
Porthcawl Town Council, through to the recovery harrowing experience of 
Commenting on the of the bodies as the April 
award, Norah Clarke, disaster unfolded, 
secretary of Porthcawl Reacting to news of sharing will link the 
Sea Cadets, said: “The the funding award Gary schools through science, 
disaster affected many Victor, Porthcawl Shout maths, art, crafts, music, 
communities along the forum chairman, said that dance and drama, 


1947 

Photographic and video 


Sker W1 is introduced 
to Dr William Price 


ON a bitterly cold 
February evening, 39 
members of Sker WI were 
introduced to the 
charismatic Welsh wizard, 
Dr William Price, by his 
biographer Dean Powell. 

Dean is a friend of Sker WI, 
having previously given an 
entertaining presentation on the 
life and times of the Welsh actor, 
Glyn Houston, and we were very 
pleased that he was able to step in 
at short notice when the speaker 
for the February meeting was 
unable to attend due to ill health. 

As a native of Llantrisant 
himself. Dean became interested 
in Dr Price, a character most of 
us have heard of as of the most 
flamboyant, romantic and 
eccentric characters in Welsh 
history, once he learned that Dr 
Price had moved there at the age 
of 71. 


Dean described him as: 
“Chartist, surgeon, heretic. 
Archdruid and pioneer in the 
legalisation of cremation in the 
British Isles, famed healer, 
crusader of reform, exiled 
political activist and a sparkling, 
dynamic, eloquent man who 
blazed progress and controversy 
by outraging a conventional 
society”. 

Dr Price also dreamed of 
creating a Museum of Welsh Life 
and he introduced Britain's first 
co-operative society. 

It would appear that the mental 
health issues that had tormented 
his father also began to impact on 
Dr Price. He had visions of a 
new druidic rising and called his 
first son Jesus Christ Price, 
claiming he was a druidic 
Messiah. 

Dr Price cremated the child 
after he died at five months old. 
The landmark court case that 


followed led to the passing of the 
Cremation Act in 1902. 

Dr Price also became involved 
in the Chartist Movement, 
fighting for the rights of the 
working man to vote. As a result, 
he was exiled to France as a 
Chartist leader. 

Dean spent 10 years 
researching what is arguably the 
most comprehensive biography of 
Dr William Price. A sincere vote 
of thanks was given, and we look 
forward to the next time we see 
Dean for another of his 
presentations on famous or 
infamous Welsh characters. 

This month’s competition 
winners were Daphne Lewis, 
Christine Beynon and Vera Jones. 

Sker WI meets at 7pm on the 
second Thursday of the month at 
St David’s Church Hall, Nottage 
Village. Visitors are always 
welcome. 

CB 


WHO WANTS TO BUILD 
WHAT, AND WHERE... 


Mrs Joe Dutton - West 
View, 22 Springfield 
Avenue, Porthcawl - 

Roof/dormer extension 
to include a master 
bedroom and en-suite 
bathroom. 

HD Ltd - Island Farm 
Institute of Sport, 
Island Farm, 

Bridgend - Use of 

existing access into 
development site at 
Island Farm Lane (off 
Ewenny Road) and at 
New Inn Road on a 
temporary basis for 
construction vehicles 
and staff, and 
development of 
construction access 
tracks to facilitate 
planning permissions 
P/14/354/RES and 
P/14/824/RES. 

Mr Paul Webber - The 
Vestry, Meadow Street, 
Pontycymmer - 
Convert vestry and 
attached hall to three 
flats. 

MissTSherriff-1 
Princess Street, 
Maesteg - New single 
storey side/rear 
extension and retention 
of first floor rear 
extension. 

Valleys To Coast - 
Existing grassed area 
on land to the rear of 
Waunscil Avenue, 
Bridgend - Formation 
of car parking area to 
form 14 car parking 
spaces (12 resident 
parking bays and two 
visitor spaces) on 
existing grassed areas. 
Mrs Kelly Burns - 15 
Llwyn Glas, 
Broadlands, 

Bridgend - Convert 
single semi-integral 
garage to sitting room - 


access via new internal 
door in hall. Garage 
door to be removed, 
bricked-up halfway and 
matching pvc double 
glazed window to front. 
Side garage door to be 
bricked up halfway and 
small pvc double glazed 
frosted window to side 
and internal works. 

HD Ltd - Island Farm 
Institute of Sport, 
Island Farm, 

Bridgend - Approval of 
details for condition 3 of 
P/08/1114/OUT- 
relating to engineering 
details of the new A48 
road junction. 

Mulberry Homes Ltd - 
Land to the rear of 
Waunscil Avenue, 
Bridgend - Erection of 
two pairs of semi¬ 
detached houses on 
former railway cutting 
(infilled) including 
associated site works. 
Canopies UK - Albert 
Edward Prince of 
Wales Court, Pen-y- 
Lan Avenue, 

Porthcawl - Extension 
(canopy) to the host 
building on the west 
elevation in the form of 
an aluminium framed 
structure with glazing. 
Mike Mordecai - Land 
off All Saints’ Way, 
Pen-y-Eai - Residential 
development comprising 
four detached dwellings. 
Mrs K Lanfear - Hedd, 
Pant Hirwaun, Heol y 
Cyw - Second storey 
bedroom addition over 
existing rear annexe for 
registered disabled 
person. 

Mr Darren Jenkins - 

Plot 11, land north of 
Abergarw Farm, 
Brymenyn, Bridgend - 


Discharge of conditions 
2,4, 6 and 7 of 
P/16/222/RES. 

Bryncethin Rugby 
Club - Bryncethin 
playing Held, Blackmill 
Road, Bryncethin - 
Two storey extension to 
building with new access 
ramp, new car park 
access point and new 
parking area. 

Mrs Margaret 
Cavaghan - Ty Maen 
Cottage, Porthcawl 
Road, South Cornelly - 
Porch at front of 

Greening - 

to be corrected to 


Nottage Road, Newton, 
Porthcawl - Alterations 
to garage to provide 
accommodation and to 
front parapet. 

Cardiff Readymix - Plot 
116, Village Farm 
Road, Village Farm 
Industrial Estate, 

Pyle - Covering of 
previously approved 
storage bays with steel 
sheeting covers - to 
comply with the 
environmental permit 
that storage bays should 
be covered. 


eliminate current rising 
damp problem. 
Relocation of external 
gas meter. 

Adam Newton - Dan Y 

Werfa, Queen Street, 


10 Bramble Close, 
Brackla - To extend 
planning approval ref 
P/12/352/FUL (two 
storey extension) for a 
further five years. 
Porthcawl Museum - 


Blaengarw - Two storey Police Station, 


Townswomen’s Guild news 


Porthcawl The coffee morning at the RAAFA 
Guild have Club was a happy occasion, with 
members and friends enjoying a 
chance for a good chat. 

At the February meeting, Mrs 
Alison Westwood was welcomed when 
she demonstrated ‘Eclipse Gift 
the lunch this month at Beale’s Wrapping’. She made it look easy, and 
is always popular. the ladies all learned something and 

The lunchtime drama at the Pavilion admired her finished parcels, 
was enjoyed by all and the group is Next month’s meeting is the AGM on 
looking forward to the next one in March 8 at 2pm in All Saints Church 


THE 

Townswomen’s 
been enjoying indoor activities 
in the cold weather. The 
games, craft and literary 
groups have all been busy and 


March. 


Hall; all welcome. 


side garage/bedroom 
extension with balcony 
to front and alterations 
to roof. 

Mr Simon Herbert - 94 
Gian y Nant, Tondu - 
Rear extension. 

Mr Simon Herbert - 94 
Fan y Nant, Tondu - 
Rear extension. 

Anthony Howe - Land 
adjacent to 22 
Honeysuckle Way, 
Brackla - Cut back and 
remove trees. 

Mr Giuseppe Liberato 
Goldoni - Land 
adjacent to 62 St 
Illtyd’s Road, Cefn 
Glas - Non-material 
amendment to 
P/16/533/FUL - addition 
of two new windows to 
rear elevation at ground 
floor level, enlarge rear 
window to stairwell and 
lower cill height. 

Mr Stuart Wittingham - 
112 Lower Church 
Street, Pontycymmer - 
Proposed shed to rear 
garden (to replace 
existing sheds). 

Mr Kevin Welburn - 19 
Anglia Close, 

Litchard - Two storey 
rear extension. 

Mr Jonathan Evans - 36 
Merthyr Mawr Road, 
Bridgend - Single 
storey rear extension 
with first floor French 
doors with Juliette 
balcony. 

Mr J Rees - 65 Newton 


John Street, 

Porthcawl - Provide 
eight A2 size 
information panels in 
corridor, reinstate the old 
police lamp to the front 
elevation and provide 
one A 1 size information 
panel at front of the 
building. 

Mrs Fay Bowen - 34 
Penyrallt Avenue, 
Litchard - Single storey 
side extension. 

Mrs Paula Hughes - 
Land at Tynewydd 
Farm, Bettws, 

Bridgend - Approval of 
details for condition 4 of 
P/16/506/FUL. 

Mr Charles Carter - 1 - 
2 Church Street, 
Maesteg - Non-material 
amendment to 
P/16/900/FUL. 

Mr and Mrs Chanham - 
Erw Lwyd, 74 
Penprysg Road, 
Pencoed, Bridgend - 
Proposed two storey 
extension to form 
bedroom, kitchen and 
garden room. 

Cognita Schools - St 
Clare’s School, Clevis 
Lane, Newton, 
Porthcawl - Changing 
room extension. 

Mr and Mrs J Tee - 
Frondeg, Waterton 
Road, Coychurch - 
Approval of details for 
conditions 3,5,6 and 7 
of P/16/857/FUL. 
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THANKSGIVING SERVICE HONOURS 34 YEARS OF 
SELF HELP CENTRE’S WORK IN THE COMMUNITY 


THIS year, the 
Sandville Self Help 
Centre at Ton 
Kenkig celebrated 
its 34th 

anniversary with a 
Thanksgiving 
Service at All 
Saints Church, 
Porthcawl. 

The Sandville 

concept was started in 
1983 by two Macmillan 
Sisters, Gwyneth and 
Rosemary. Views on 
how to deal with cancer 
patients were very 
different then to today’s 
thinking. 

With love and 
concern, these two 
pioneering Sisters held 
monthly lunch sessions 
with cancer patients in 
the Sandville Hotel, 
Porthcawl, just to talk 
with them and share 
their problems. 

From little acorns, a 
great oak has grown and 
continues to bear fruit. 
The reputation of the 
Sandville Foundation is 
known and respected 
throughout the world, as 
is that of its Founder, 
Sister Gwyneth Poacher. 

This was the theme of 
the Address given at the 
Thanksgiving Service 
by Father Irving Hamer, 
former chaplain and 
trustee of Sandville. 

His Address was 
followed by that given 
by Simon Morgan- 
Jones, the service 
manager responsible for 
covering the whole of 
the UK for nursing 
programme of the 
cancer charity ‘CLIC 
Sargent’. 

Simon related that as 
a disillusioned student 
nurse of 18, he went to 
Court Colman and met 
Sister Gwyneth Poacher 
and was ‘converted’ by 
the work that was being 
carried on there. 

He went away and 
from that time onwards, 
he became involved full 
time in caring for cancer 
patients. 

Considering the 
conflict of the 
Thanksgiving Service 
with the Six Nations 
Rugby Championship, 
there was nevertheless a 
tidy congregation at All 
Saints Church. 

This was reflected in 
a very generous plate 
collection of £300 for 
the Sandville. The 
Service was conducted 
by the Rev Canon Philip 
Masson and musical 
accompaniment was 
provided on the Organ 
by Daniel Pugh-Bevan. 

Following the 

Service, most members 
of the congregation 
went to Sandville Court 
for tea and light 
entertainment. The tea 
was laid on by Marilyn 
Beale and Dicky 
Doughnuts of Bridgend, 
and served by the 
Sandville students. 

The anniversary cake 
was jointly cut by 
Father Irving Hamer, 
Danny Jones, formerly 
of the Sandville Hotel, 
together with Joyce 





Flower and Linda 
Knight, patients who 
were treated in the early 
days at the Sandville 
Hotel by Gwyneth and 
Rosemary. 

A surprise visit was 
made by Victoria, who 
was six years old when 
her mother was one of 
the first cancer patients 
to be nursed by 
Gwyneth as a 
Macmillan Sister. 

As usual, the 
entertainment was 
provided by The Hi Tide 
Scrubbers who gave a 
repeat performance of 
their successful act at 
the Hi Tide during the 
Twelfth Night fancy 
dress celebrations. 

Following this 

hilarious entertainment, 
trustee Arthur Beale 
presented Sister 

Gwyneth Poacher with a 
cheque for a record 
£13,000 - the proceeds 
of Twelfth Night and 
events leading up to it. 

Arthur thanked 
Francesca and Geoff 
Dower and staff at the 
Hi Tide, together with 
all those generous 
people who had 
supported him and 
helped to raise such a 
fabulous amount for the 
Sandville Foundation. 

With the boot on the 
other foot. Sister 
Gwyneth Poacher 
presented Arthur with a 
large framed 

photograph of the Hi 
Tide Scrubbers doing 
their Sumo Wrestlers 
Act for the 30th 
Anniversary 
celebrations. 

Smaller framed 
photographs were also 
given to each member 
of the team. Arthur 
expressed a little bit of 
doubt about hanging the 
large framed 

photograph in the fish 
restaurant as the well 
proportioned Sumo 
Wrestlers might not 
reflect well on his well 
portioned helpings of 
fish and chips! 

Gwyneth concluded 
by paying thanks to 
Arthur, the Hi Tide 
Scrubbers, volunteers, 
businesses and everyone 
else, too numerous to 
mention individually, 
who had supported 
Sandville throughout 
the year and to the 
PCS Os who provide a 
round-the-clock 
surveillance of 

Sandville Court.. 


ABOVE: Gwyneth Poacher with Father 
Irving Hamer and Canon Philip Masson. 


ABOVE: Gwyneth and grand-daughters. 


4 


Arthur Beale and the ^Sandville Scrubbers^ prersent the cheque. 


REPORT AND PHOTOGRAPHS 

BY KEITH E MORGAN 


Bridgend MP Madeleine Moon 
with Gwyneth Poacher. 


Gwyneth Poacher welcomes Simon 
Morgan-Jones and family. 



ABOVE: Sister Gwyneth Poacher with Marilyn and 
Arthur Beale and their grandaughter. 



ABOVE: The Sandville team waiting to greet guests. 
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KNIGHTS 1 

ESTATE AGENTS • CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


THINK PROPERTY! 
THINK KNIGHTS. 

01446 700222 


COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 


Three bedroom semi 
generous plot. Entrance haUway. Living room. 
Kitchen/dining room. First floor bathroom. 
UPVC DG. GCH. Gardens to front and rear. 
Off road parking. EPC rating: C. NO CHAIN. 


Street, Barry - &112,950 

Two bedroom mid terrace property. 
Entrance haUway. Two reception rooms. 
Extended kitchen/dining room. Bathroom 
to first floor. Enclosed, south facing garden. 
EPC rating: C. 


of The Old Harbour. Entrance hallway. Living 
room. Kitchen. Cloakroom. Family bathroom 
and en suite. UPVC DG. GCH. Enclosed rear 
garden. Panoramic, views. EPC rating: C. 


Crescent, Barry - &139,950 

Three bedroom end link property. Entrance 
porch. Open plan living room. Kitchen. 
Bathroom with separate w/c. Enclosed rear 
garden. Property benefiting from UPVC DG 
and GCH. EPC rating: E. NO CHAIN. 


Vere Street, Barry - &125,000 

Property divided into three flats. Co mm unal 
haUway. One bedroom ground floor flat with 
rear garden. Two bedroom first floor flat. One 
bedroom second floor flat. UPVC DG. GCH. 
EPC rating: D. Ideal investment. 


:, Barry - &179,950 

Two bedroom semi detached bungalow. Entrance 
porch. Living room. Kitcheri/dining room. Utility 
room. Family bathroom and separate cloakroom. 
Enclosed gardens to front and rear. UPVC EX3. 
GCH. Driveway/garage. EPC rating: D. 


Southesk Place, Barry - &220,000 

Three bedroom semi detached property in a cul 
de sac location. HaUway, downstairs w/c. Lounge, 
dining room. Fitted kitchen, shower room. UPVC 
DC. GCH. Forecourt and south facing rear 
garden. (Viewing highly recommended). 


, -& 125,000 

Four bedroom, bayfionted property. Entrance 
porch. IMlway. Lounge/sitting room. Dining 
room. KitcherVbreakfest room. Ground floor 
shower room. Rrst floor bathroom. Some DG. 
GCH. Forecourt and garden. Garage. NO CHAIN. 


Barry-&214,950 

semi detacned. Entrance 
porch. HaUway. Lounge. Dining room. 
Sitting room. Kitchen. FamUy bathroom to 
first floor. Enclosed rear garden. GCH. 
Viewing highly recommended. 


RENTAL 


NEW- Wenvoe Terrace, Barry - 
&450PerCM 

One bedroom ground floor garden flat. 

Open plan living area/fitted kitchen. 
Electric cooker and fridge. Wardrobes to 
bedroom. Unfurnished. Decorated to high 
standard. En suite shower room. Double 
glazed and electric heating. Small rear 
garden with sea views. Water rates are 
included in the rent. 

NEW- Cae Leon, Barry - 
&775PerCM 

Two bedroom semi-detached bungalow. 
Unfurnished. Two reception rooms. 

fitted kitchen with oven and hob. 
Bathroom with shower. Driveway and 
garage. Enclosed rear garden. 

Gas central heating. Spacious 
accommodation. Cul-de-sac location. 

NEW - Lewis Street, Barry - 
&650PerCM 

Three bedroom mid terrace house. 
Unfurnished, fitted kitchen with oven and 
hob. Downstairs bathroom with shower. 
Good size family accommodation. Enclosed 
rear garden. Gas central heating. Double 
glazed. Close to school and shops. 
Close to train station. 


Vere Street, Barry 

We have four available flats at this property, 
lx 1 bedroom, 2x 2 bedroom and lx 3 
bedroom that have aU been recently 
refurbished to a high standard throughout. 
Please caU for prices. 


NEW- Glan-y-Mor, Y Rhodfa, 
Barry - &650 Per CM 

Two bedroom unfurnished apartment. 
Unfurnished. Good size living room. 
Pitted kitchen with oven and hob. family 
bathroom with shower. En suite shower 
room. Gas central heating. Balcony 
overlooking the Waterfront. Close the 
train station. Allocated parking space. 


Entrance porch. 
HaUway. Lounge/dining room. Conservatory. 
Kitchen/breaWast room. FamUy bathroom. 
UPVC DG and GCH. Garden to front and rear. 
SmaU driveway/secure carport. NO CHAIN. 


Fontysary 

Three double 

room. Fitted kitchen/breakfast room. Study. 
Downstairs cloakroom. Bathroom and separate 
w/c. UPVC DG. GCH. Gardens to front and 
rear. Large driveway. Garage. No chain. 


84 HIGH STREET, BARRY CF62 7DX WWW.KNIGHTS.UK.COM ® Rics 



£55,000 

NutwalkCF61 1BH 

TWO BEDROOMS UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING PRIVATE GARDEN 
TOTAL LENGTH 7.46 WIDTH 3.56 


£68,500 

MillandsParkCF61 2XY 

ONE BEDROOM 
NEW UNIT OPEN VIEWS 
OVER 45'S CAN APPLY 


Reduced To £97,500 
Scott Close CF62 4JL 

FREEHOLD EPC-D THREE BEDROOMS 
VIEWING RECOMMENDED GAS CENTRAL HEATING 
UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING 


£105,000 

Shackleton Close CF62 4JE 

FREEHOLD, THREE BEDROOMS 
UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING, 

GAS CENTRAL HEATING 


£159,995 

Trebeferad CF611UX 

FREEHOLD THREE BEDROOMS 
OFF ROAD PARKING 
VIEWING RECOMMENDED 


£160,000 

Trebeferad CF61 1UX 

FREEHOLD THREE BEDROOMS 
GOOD SIZE REAR GARDEN 
VIEWING RECOMMENDED 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


PONTYCLUN 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


COWBRIDGE 



£249,995 
iPari^CF611RU 

TWO BEDROOMS, TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 
QUIET CUL DE SAC LOCATION, DOWNSTAIRS, 
WC/SHOWER, GARAGE, FREEHOLD 




£284,995 

Miskin Crescent CF72 8JL 

FOUR BEDROOM, THREE BATHROOM 
THREE RECEPTION ROOM, LARGE GARDENS 
GARAGE, DRIVEWAY, SOUGHT ARER VILLAGE 


£291,500 
Grange Gardens CF61 2XB 

FIVE BEDROOMS, TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 
SOUTH FACING GARDEN, INTEGRAL GARAGE 
VIEWING IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 




Reduced To £385,000 
Boverton Road CF611YA 

DETACHED PROPERTY 
FOUR BEDROOM^S^PRIVATE GARDENS 


£419,995 

Llanmaes Road CF61 2XE 

FOUR BEDROOMS, TWO EN-SUITES 
TWO BATHROOMS, GARAGE 
DOUBLE GLAZED 



£455,000 
ynqyll CF71 7TN 

FOUR BEDROOT DETACHED PROPERTY 
INDIVIDUAL BUILD OPEN PLAN LIVING AREA 
OPEN VIEWS ACROSS THE COUNTRYSIDE 


Free Valuation, For Sale Boards, Floor Plans, Accompanied Viewings and Internet Advertisi 

Rentals 01656 655989 www.brightertinoves.co.uk* E-Mail: info@brightermoves.co.uk 



119a Wyndham House, 
Wyndham Street, 
Bridgend, CF31 1EF. 
01656 655936. 




105 Talbot Road, 
Talbot Green, 
CF72 8AE. 
01443 222420. 
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BRINSONS 


The Complete Property Professionals 


www.brinsons.co.uk 

Cowbridge Office: 
01446 771777 



BADGERS BROOK CLOSE, YSTRADOWEN 


home 


BEDFORD HOUSE. CEFN CRIBWR 
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The murder mystery evening had them guessing to the very end. 


Murder mystery for 
Bridgend Lions Club 


ALL who attended 
Bridgend Lions Club 
murder mystery evening at 
Westward Community 
Centre last week agreed it 
was a roaring success! 

The centre was transformed 
with dragons, lanterns and white 
poppies, purple lace table settings 
and a plentiful buffet. 

The murder was set in The 
White Poppy Club in Shanghai in 


the 1930s when gang warfare was 
frequent and brutal. The owner, Fu 
Manchuria had been stabbed 
through the heart with a chopstick, 
and a motley collection of guests 
at the club were the suspects. 

The cast consisted of members 
of All Saints Church, Penyfai, and 
members of Bridgend Lions Club 
and their partners. 

The killer turned out to be the 
Rev A1 Spooner and the winning 
team was ‘The Sweeny’. Team 


leader Beryl Duggan was 
presented with the winner’s 
plaque by president John Paton. 

Thanks go to everyone who 
helped make a truly enjoyable 
event. 

‘Happy Birthday’ was sung to 
WanTon Willy (now officially an 
OAP) and a birthday cake was 
presented by the president’s wife 
Gloria. 


Day impresses despite 
Grand Prix final defeat 


BRIDGEND'S Ryan Day lost 10-7 in the 
final of the Ladbrokes World Grand Prix 
snooker tournament at Preston Guild 
Hall. 

The 36-year-old looked to be in a hopeless 
position when he trailed Englishman Barry Hawkins 
9-3 in the best-of-19 final, with Hawkins having 
made five century breaks. 

But he then produced four big breaks of his own 
to cut the deficit to 9-7 and also led in the next frame 
before Hawkins did just enough to win it. 

Bridgend Bridge 
Club results 


THE results for 
recent events at 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club are: 

Wednesday, February 
8 : First, Irene Wickham 
and Glyn Williams; 
Second, Tony Disley and 
Steve Burgoyne; Third, 
Liam Sheridan and John 
Beard. The winners on 
Handicap were Irene 
Wickham and Glyn 
Williams. 

Thursday, February 9: 
First, Stuart Davies and 
Teresa Griffiths; Second, 
Dilys Bowser and V 
Irene Thomas; Third, 
John Henson and Chris 
Rawlings. The winners 
on Handicap were Stuart 
Davies and Teresa 
Griffiths. 

Friday, February 10, 
the second round of the 
club’s handicap pairs 
competition: First, Tony 
Disney and Jenny 
Vaughan; Second, Irene 
Thomas and Gly 
Williams; Third, John 
Henson and Terry Reilly. 
The winners on handicap 
were Tony Disley and 
Jenny Vaughan. 

The winners of the 


club's handicap pairs for 
2017 are Tony Disley 
and Jenny Vaughan. 

Regular club nights 
take place on Wednesday 
and Friday evenings at 
Nolton Church Hall at 
7pm; it helps if players 
arrive at least 10 minutes 
early to enable a prompt 
start. 

On Thursday 

afternoons at 2pm, again 
at Nolton Church Hall, 
there is a gentle bridge 
session. Advice is 
available on the bidding; 
master points are 
awarded while 

remaining a relaxed 
occasion where players 
enjoy their bridge. 

Lessons for beginners 
take place at 11.30am on 
Thursday mornings, 
there is usually a 
seminar for improvers at 
1.30pm. 

For further 

information about the 
club contact Steve 
Burgoyne on 01656 
661968, John Evans on 
01656 880372 or David 
Newman on 01656 
649136. 

DN 


Despite the defeat. Day was delighted with a 
week which saw him beat Stuart Bingham, Michael 
White, defending champion Shaun Murphy and 
Marco Fu - two of them former world champions. 

He said afterwards: “My game is in pretty good 
shape. It's been a good week. It's been a long time 
since I've been in a big final, so hopefully this is a 
platform I can build from.” 

Day, from Pontycymer, won £40,000 and also 
climbed from 24th to 18th in the world rankings. He 
has won over £1 million in prize money during a 16- 
year professional career and made over 270 century 
breaks. 

But he has never won a ranking tournament 
despite once being ranked sixth in the world, and 
that remains a big ambition for him. 

Tournament winner Barry Hawkins, for whom 
this was his biggest win, paid generous tribute to 
Day afterwards. 

He said: “It’s hopefully only a matter of time 
before Ryan picks a trophy up because he's 
obviously too good a player not have won a 
tournament by now.” 

MP 


A musical evening 
at local WI group 


ANN BRYANT 
welcomed members 
to a musical 
evening at St 
Nicholas WI with 
talented harpist, 
Llywelyn Ifan 
Jones, a multi¬ 
award winning 
musician chosen for 
the late Yehudi 
Menuhin’s ‘Live 
Music Now’ 
scheme. 

It brings music to the 
community, while 
promoting the careers of 
the musicians taking 
part, and it has taken 
Llywelyn to many 
overseas venues, 
including Austria and 
Germany. 

He introduced the 


group to the workings of 
the harp, followed by a 
selection of music 
including Handel and 
Faure, which was 
enjoyed by all. 

The minutes of the 
January meeting were 
read and it was noted 
that the group now has 
28 members, having 
welcomed a new 
member recently. 

A newsletter from 
Federation House was 
read and as a result, five 
members wished to 
attend the annual council 
meeting in Port Talbot. 

St Nicholas WI will 
return to their original 
start time of 7pm; the 
next meeting will take 
place on March 2 at St 
Nicholas Church Hall. 

WL 


Sports under-lls 
defeat Pencoed 


BRIDGEND Sports under- 
lls travelled away to play 
Pencoed at their Felindre 
Road ground on Sunday 
morning. 

Conditions tested the character 
of the young players as a bitterly 
cold piercing wind intensified by 
the odd squally shower contrived 
to make things difficult. 

Pencoed also had more than the 
odd trick up their sleeve to throw 
into the mix. Inevitably the game 
was going to be close but it was 
the Sports who were to rise to the 
occasion as they produced one of 
their best performances of the 
season. 

When allowed to, they 
combined some good forward 
driving play with good handling 
and individual skill both in attack 
and defence. In the first few 
minutes of the game both sides 
competed well as they adapted to 
the cold, Pencoed applied the 
early pressure but were robbed at 
the breakdown as Meg Lewis and 
Tyron Davies combined to tackle 
and then ruck. 

The Sports opened the scoring 
when they moved the ball 
skilfully to set up a ruck. From 
the ruck, outside half Gian John 
glided his way through the 
defence to race away to score. 

Pencoed hit back when they 
made ground through a series of 
penalty awards that gave the 
home side possession and 


territory deep in the Sports half. 
The pressure told and they 
levelled the scores with a close- 
range dash for the line. 

The score motivated the Sports 
and for the remainder of the first 
half they produced some fine 
rugby as they attacked, dominated 
the breakdown and then the backs 
moved the ball skilfully to put 
players into space out wide. 

Tom Chick was the beneficiary 
of one of the attacks as he 
received the ball on the left wing 
with some space in front of him, 
as usual he didn’t waste it, he 
outpaced the defence then cut 
back in side for a great team try. 

The next try was scored after 
Thomas Coles fielded a kick from 
Pencoed, he made a superb catch 
and set off on a determined run 
straight into the middle of the 
home side’s defence, the ball was 
moved smartly by the Sports and 
Mackenzie Dent looked to have 
extended the lead when, from the 
attack, he evaded the defence 
with some skilful play. 

He broke through five metres 
in from touch again near the left 
wing, he ran in for a score richly 
applauded by the crowd, only to 
be brought back for a penalty for 
a straying hand. 

From the penalty, Pencoed 
tried to move the ball but they 
were halted by good defensive 
work. The Sports secured 
possession through the counter 
ruck and Mackenzie Dent was 


determined to make amends; he 
set off on a powerful run to score 
the third try and a 5-15 lead for 
his team at the end of the first 
half. 

The conscientious efforts of 
Megan Lewis, Try on Davies, 
lestyn John and Galium Lewis 
ensured Pencoed were not able to 
break through the Sports defence 
at any further point during the 
half. 

With the conditions taking 
their toll, both sides tried hard but 
any fluency became punctured by 
errors, Pencoed scored first. 

Once again from a penalty 
award. However, Bridgend 
Sports restored their 10 point lead 
when the Sports stole a scrum 
against the head; Gian John and 
Galium Lewis combined to 
switch play, Galium Lewis threw 
the defence through a run full of 
dazzle and creativeness to score a 
wonderful try to take his side into 
a match winning position to lead 
10 - 20 . 

With time running out Pencoed 
scored the final try of the game 
after a run down the touchline for 
the game the end 15-20 to 
Bridgend Sports. 

Squad: Cadan Hayes, Callum 
Lewis, dan John, Dewi Worrall, 
lestyn John, leuan Pilliner, Jodie 
Keane, Joel Rogers, Mackenzie 
Dent, Mason Balmer, Megan 
Lewis, Thomas Chick, Thomas 
Coles, Tyler Burton, Tryon 
Davies. SP 


Porthcawl Lions present 
their first cheque of 2017! 


Lions president Don Tickner presents 
a cheque to Paul Joseph^ chair 
of Porthcawl Museum. 



V 





Breaking the 
‘last taboo’ at 
Porthcawl 


PORTHCAWL 
Lions Club made its 
first presentations 
this year when club 
president Don 
Tickner presented 
cheques to Paul 
Joseph (Chair of the 
Porthcawl 
Museum) and also 
to Mike Boyles on 
behalf of Action for 
Children. 

The Lions have been 
supporters of the 
museum, providing 
practical support in its 
recent renovation. 

The Lions’ donation to 
Action for Children will 
enable the charity to help 
vulnerable children and 
young people with 
practical support and 
counselling at a time of 


BRIDGEND county 
borough’s most 
creative people will 
be showcasing their 
talents at a county 
craft event in Tondu 
later this month. 

Glass engravers, 
jewellers, and card 
makers will be among 
those selling their 
products, giving 

demonstrations, and also 
offering advice to others 
interested in setting up a 
craft business. 


need. 

In making the 
presentations. President 
Don said: “Porthcawl 
Lions are pleased to be 
able to support two very 
worthy, but different 
organisations, which 
shows the diversity of the 
help which Lions Clubs 
are able to offer.” 

Porthcawl Lions have 
already made or pledged 
over £2,000 in support to 
local, national and 
international 
organisations since the 
beginning of the New 
Year. 

To view the work of the 
Porthcawl Lions Club, 
visit 
http .-//porthcawllions .org 
.uk/index.html or for 
more information call 
Andrew on 01656 
784939. 


Organised by BCBC’s 
Reach rural development 
team, the event will take 
place on Thursday, 
February 23 from 10am 
to 4pm in the Wesley 
Church Centre on 
Maesteg Road, Tondu 
(CF32 9BT). 

If you are a crafter or 
a member of a crafting 
group that would like to 
get involved with the 
event, contact the Reach 
team on 01656 815080 
or email 

reach@bridgend.gov.uk. 


END of life 
companion, Helen 
Grace Fields, who 
provides support to 
the dying, their 
families, and 
friends, is 
organising an 
awareness day in 
Porthcawl at The Y 
Centre in John 
Street, Porthcawl 
on May 11. 

She is hoping 
organisations that care 
for terminally ill people 
and those who deal with 


matters such as wills, 
insurance, probate, and 
funerals will attend. 

Any organisation 
interested in having a 
stand at the Porthcawl 
event, or sponsoring the 
day, can contact Helen 
on 07815 629194. There 
will be a small charge 
for stands to cover the 
costs of hiring the 
centre. 

Dying Matters 
Awareness Week will 
take place from May 8 t- 
14. To find out more, 
see www.dyingmatters. 
orgipagelAwareness 
Week2017. 


Go to The GEM for 
the latest stories 
and breaking news... 

glamorgan-gem.co.uk 


Crafty goings 
on in Tondu 
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’Aeni 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired." 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 
^ www.lst-digital.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07974 065096 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS J 


MIKE ANDERSON 

BUILDERS EXTRAORDINAIRE 


BUILDING & ROOFING SPECIALIST 



• Renovations 

• Slate & Roof Tiling 
•Timber Framed 

Houses 

• Barn or Loft 
Conversions 


* Conservatories 
•UPVC Windows & 

Doors 

* Wetrooms and 
all invalidity 

* Bathrooms & Showers 



Call now for a FREE estimate 

01656 771870 / 07976 720368 

Email: MAbuilders2015@outlook.com 


NO 

JOB TOO 
SMALL! 


^ BLIND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings 8f Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.UK 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 
07970 642537 

www.bairyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 



Bridgend 

Construction 

Loft Conversions, 
Extensions and all types 
of Building and 
Carpentry Services. 

Call Neil Cox for Free 
Quotation & Advice. 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


Contact The GEM 
Classified Section 
on 01446 774484; 
or E-Mail Vanessa at: 

vanessa.james@ 

glamorgan-gem.co.uk 


Plastering & Building 
Services 

PROFESSIONAL PLASTERING CONTRACTORS 
Bring your home up-to-date with 
a smooth & modern finish/ 


Tel: 07891 259219 

www.aceplastehngandbuildingservices.co.uk 


Building & Civils 

GENERAL BUILDING, REFURBISHMENTS & CONVERSIONS 
DEMOLITION & GROUND WORKS 
DRIVEWAYS, PATIOS, GARDEN WALLING & PATHS 
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS & GENERAL WOODWORK. 


Tel: 07891 259219 

www.aceplasteringandbuildingservices.co.uk 


^STANTON 

CONSTRUCTION 

All building work covered 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Rendering 

• Driveways 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Bathrooms 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Stairlifts 

• All Electric Work 

01446 489368 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


DP, 

BaiLDim 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 
Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


AFFORDABI£ 

BUILDING 

SERVICES 

Extensions, Renovations 
Bricl^/Bloclwork 
Kitchen & Badiroom Fitting 
Carpentry & Plastering 
Di^er/Driver Hire 

02920 309209 
07583 761681 




CALLUSON 01446 774484 
for'Don't Do it Yourself'enquiries ■ or email 
vanessa.james@ 
glamorgan-gem.co.uk 
to advertise your business on these pages. 


Menzies 

Carpentry Services 


KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED 

All aspects of Carpentry 
work undertaken 


Call Mark on 

07917 102766 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Fauits. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


. ^ HETAS 

OearSootyUSSt 

HETAS 

19033 

17238 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

1 googleme@guildofmastersweeps | 


GRIFFITHS CARPENTRY^: 

All aspects of Carpentry work 


Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 401350/07803 696451 

WWW. rgriffithscarpentry. com 


Install a Stove 

Log burners, chimneys, external flues. 
HETAS registered, chimney sweep 
Alex Davies 

Solid fuel specialist/installer 
Llantwit Maior, Vale of Glamorgan 
I alex.chopper@hotmail.co.uk 07723565047 


C.RJOSE 

CHIMNEY SWEEP JW ^ 

WOOD & MULTIFUELED STOVES 
SERVICED, INSTALLED & REPAIRED. 
Bird guards fitted. 




Telephone: 01446 792735 ~ Estl965 - 
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CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 
AND RUG CLEANING. 
LEATHER CLEANING. 
Fully Insured 


Professional, 

Reliable, Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

Plus... 


stain & Odour Removal 
FREE with carpet clean 

07930 157952 
01446 737695 


Spork^s 


Domestic and Commercial 
Cleaning Services 

01446 737848 
07597 362854 
07765 790276 




servicescardiff.co.uk 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 


HD eomputei' 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


TeiOi 446 333330 


COWBRIDGE 


, O/td 

tU 


■ Domestic & Commercial work 

■ Interiors & Exteriors 

■ Insurance work undertaken 

■ UPVC Soffits, fascias & guttering 

■ Clean, tidy & reliable 


^01446 781448 www.cowbridgedecorating.com 

07973 628842 email: jdrummondl 37(S)gmail.com 





l>^l8l Painter & Decorator 

a name you can trust 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

Calls 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


Time served, qualified, 
professional, fast, clean 
worker, all insurance 
work undertaken 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 

nhurleypd@googlemail.com 


T 01446 772702 
M 07505 979078 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
Sam - 8pm (7 days) 
www.windowtec.repair 


■WittfoMf rme uk 

• Window and Door Repair • 


LUMBERIACKS 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


Cit 

Cul 

(it 

ypTC 


CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

ALL WORK IS TO THE LATEST 
BRITISH STANDARDS BS-3998-2010 

Call for all your Tree, Hedge and Shrub needs 

For a completely free no obligation quote 

• 2 million pounds Public Liability Insurance 

• All credentials happily produced on request 

• All waste generated removed within quotations 


SEASONED HARD WOOD LOGS FOR SALE £801 CUBIC LOOSE 


Free local delivery 

Call Dion anytime 
on 01446 728197 


10% OFF 
with this 
advert 


WE WILL 
BEAT ANY 
GENUINE 
QUOTE 


Dulux 


Inexpensive 

Painting 

Exterior & Interior 
Using Quality Paint 
Also Household 
Repairs 

llbl: 01656 7415861 
07704 535802 



wwwdaisy 

decoratingand 

design.coin 


^ remaie run 
business 
# Interior painting 
& wall papering 
service 


TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-Y, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels Rr4H( 

& Stains 

• Broken Handles/Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels 

• New Rubber Seals 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith 


Windows 

M(ui(Ui{Oii(ae> 


PROFESSIONAL 

ADVICE 

AND INSURANCE 
OUOTATIONS 



NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shmbs & Hedges Trimmed 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Tnrfing. 
Gntters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


www.bridgendwindows.com 




Will beat any 
genuine quote 


Garden Sendees including 
•Fencing and Turfing 
•Garden Clearance 
• All Tree Work 

Call 01446 625 696 or 07710 242 013 


NIGEL 

BOARDMAN 

Tradesman. 
Painter & Decorator 

Advanced City & Guilds 
Est 1985 • Free Estimates 

07803 571757 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



BRIOCE KUE lto£ SfiRIOCES 

Specialists in 

I AHMA lllnMMABIAHHA TmAAM CROWN REDUCTIONj 

L3F96/D3n96F0US TF66S thinning out and 
HIGHLY QUAURED/INSURED dismantung 

COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC -HEEauims- 
SITE CLEARANCE Tel: 01446 713857 
|jl:U','i.li|i|i.|iH:!H 47 07921 902729 



Cowhridsfi & Vale Electrical 

^ R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

/ / ^ National Inspection Council for 

/| / | H Electrical Installation Contracting 


07885 347642 


-r 


Approved Contrator 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-In or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Cirty Of J 



CA Jones Electrical Services 

• Specialising in all types of electrical heating. 

• Registered to Install Dimplex heaters. 

• Upgrade your old fuse board to a modern MCB 
board from £150. 

• Installing, test & maintaining electrical systems. 

• Keeping standards high & our prices low. 

07889338088 / 01656 864001 

Email: cajoneselectrical@gmail.com 


Electrical 

All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 

^ - I 

07891 965150 


A&C Electrical 
Solutions 

Domestic Appliance 
repairs. 

Appliances not removed. 
Appointment times given 
Over 30 years experience 

Covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl 

Card payments accepted. 

07732 264 803 24 Hr 


Barry & Vale 
Electrical 
RLS 

All domestic electrical 
work undertaken. 

No job too small. 

87909 953917gg 


lfl:<l292H?1ie5‘ri 

j 


Call Graham 

07969 039358 


mm 


Washing Machines 
Electric Cookers, 
Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your 
own home 

0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


Woodwise Fencing and 
Decking Services 

Justin 

Find us on rated people© 07946676141 


No job too big or 
too small! 


woodwisefencing.co.uk 

woodwisefencing 


James Neilson 
Fencing, Decking 
& Landscaping 
Services 

All aspects of Fencing and 
Decking undertaken. 

No hard sales just a chance 
to quote. Free quotation. 


01446402765 

07540117474 


Call 01446 
77448410 
advertise with 
The GEM, and 
reach 45,000 
homes from 
Penarth to 
Porthcawl 


V^le Mnwer services 


Lawn mower service and repairs 

• Most makes and models. 

• Lawn mowers, ride on mowers, 

chainsaws etc. 

• All types of garden machinery. 

Collection service available 



THE 

FENCING 

DOCTOR 


AH types of 
fencing undertaken. 
New fencing & repairs 
carried out. 
Supply & fix availat>le. 
New gates supplied 
& fixed. 

Free quotation. 


[JIB 


BRl 


iMJJ 

f^DTifcyttyn 

«• MU INI BMf AMi MRim M Mr 



CaR 


Bwf 9^ U—CTTI Iff 

TBiiti448rriioa 

4 ^ ^ 






Llewellyn Garden Servjces 

Mowing, Hedge Cutting, 

Fencing, Garden Clearance 

Great House Farm 
Penllyn, Cowbridge 

Rob: 01446 775104 evenings 
Dave: 07890 712578 



NEED A TREE SURGEON? 

AN tree woik undcitaken 
Fullg insured 

WWEV ArbCymru 
TE:*16S«M6017 III8II:87I13IBM15 


Cltyfl9 

CwUf 


Arborwood Tree Care 

• Tree Pruning • Crown Lifting • Tree Felling • Dangerous 
Tree Work • Pollarding • Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting • 
Tree Dismantling • Root Pruning • Ground Clearance 
Call us for a friendly, free quote, fully insured 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Seasoned Hard Wood For Sale 
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Andrew Allen Gas & 
.Plumbing Limited 

Mk A family run business 
Mn for your family needs! 

W INSTALLATION, SERVICING 
& BREAKDOWNS ON ALL GAS APPLIANCES. 
ALL FIRES & FIRE SURROONDS INSTALLED 
GAS BOILER SERVICE £50 (with certificate) 


10 Year Warranty Find UStodsy on FsCBbOOk. 

on New Boilers TEL: 07891 348113 ■ 

Subject to 
conditions 


and 07740 518131 


K&A Handyman 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task too big or small. Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


Qce 


ig, 

& Handyman Services 
around the home. 


07891 259219 


LENNIE & JAN'S 
ODD JOBS 

Gardening, Painting, 
Cleaning etc. 

All Jobs welcome. 
Reliable & Affordable 
CRB Checked. 
Call: 01446 719223 



Call 01446 
774484 to 
advertise 
with The 
GEM, and 
reach 
45,000 
homes 
from 

Penarth to 
Porthcawl 


X 

VALE 

HEATING 

COMPANY 

Quality • Value • Trust 


• Plumbing pF I 

• Heating 

• Bathrooms 

• LPG 

• Landlord Certificates 

Tony Patten: 07789222800 
Aberthin, Cowbridge 
Valeheatingco@yahoo.com 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing'Tiling 
Plastering 'Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


All TRADES SOLUTIONS 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


'DC Plumhtiij 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 




Chris Davies 

BREAKumspeciAiST ■ plumbing & Heating 


City# 
Guilds 

Rads, Taps, Bathrooms, 
& Boiler Installations 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 6857935 


znmuiD 

rrHEMOV ALS 


Near or far, 
small or large 

01446 734485 
07564 162958 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

Specialising in 
Coverage of 
Artex Ceilings 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Barry 
^ House 
Clearance 

We offer a fast reliable 
service clearing: 


• Houses • Attics 

• Garages • Outbuildings 

• Garden Waste 

Household items bought & 
sold. No job too large or small. 
Established over 25 years. For 
free no obligation estimate call: 

Alan - 07950 278284 
Steve - 07500 041690 


www.barry-house-clearance.co.uk 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


JiiirfarS^ioven^ 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EsT. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 




&C0 

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTATION 

• PLUMBING • CARPENTRY • TILING 
• FLOORING • PAINTING • DRY WALL LINING 
• PLASTERING AND MUCH MORE 
ALL REALISTIC QUOTES BEATEN 
07870568388 / daviddew72@gmail.com 


ALL REPAIR WORK 
UNDERTAKEN: ^ 

• LEAD WORK, 

' CHIMNEY STACKS, 

' ALL FASCIA BOARDS 
& GUTTERING, 

• VELUX UPVC WINDOWS. 


PREMIER 
^ROOFING 
WALES LTD 

SLATE & TILE 
^^SPECIALISTS 


07972 736806 
01446 741574 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintenance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


CRD 

COIfTRACTORS LTD 

All types of guttering and 
repairs from £40.00. Roof 
repairs from £50.00. Fascia, 
Gutter & Conseivatoty Cleaning. 


01443 887646/07899 164310 


Call 01446 774484 
to advertise with 
The GEM, and 
reach 45,000 home: 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl... 




ATLAimC 

saFsniuuiE 


Self Storage Containers & 

Lock-Ups sited in Barry 
Manned 7 days a week 
giving you 7 days access 

www.atlanticselfstorage.co.uk 


07723 024765 | 01446 677648 / 07813 134123 


• External New 
Watertight Containers 

• Internal Personal 
Storage for personal 
belongings. 

• Business Storage 

• Pick up service 
available. 

• All covered by 24 hr 
CCTV in Secure 
Compound 


OK Environmental Services Ltd 

Local family-run business for all your 
liquid waste needs. Cesspits/Septic Tanks, 
Liquid Waste Specialists. 

Contact William Oakes on 01656 862414 
07779 255639/07870 388432 


Bonny Tiler 

WaU & Floor TiUng Specialist^ 
FuU Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



FIREWOOD 

I Buy 10 

handy bags 
at £5.50 each 

Seasoned & Kiln Dried 

Call 01446 771567 
for bulk winter deals 

1 get 1 free! 

www.tcpstak.cc.uk 

Topstak 


Quality 

kiln 

(Irk'd and 
seasoned 
firewcMKl 


Tiling by Tanya 

^ All aspects of wall & floor tiling 
^ Ceramic, porcelain, natural stone 
^ Friendly, professional service 
^ No obligation free quotes 

07814 124 851 or 01446 736760 



£45 PER TON BAG #I^REE LOCAL DELIVErV 
..SPECIAL RATES FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 
V 01446 796338 / 07999 552599 wJ 


WANTED I WANTED 


Classic/Old Car 

Any age, any condition, including 
an unfinished project or motorcycle. 
If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331/01446 794866 


Camper Van/Caravan 

Any age, any condition, including an 
unfinished project with/without MOT. 
If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT faiiures, and tax 
expired vehicies. 
Aiso body sheiis and 
scrap metais coiiected. 
No wheeis, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 



WANTED 
DEAD DR ALIVE 
CARS & VANS 

Runners/non runners 
MOT failures 
Accident Damaged 
Anything considered 

MIN £50 PAID 

For a fast & 
friendly service 

Please call 
07933 383 833 
Cars for Sale from 
£200 with MOT. 


Immediate payment of up to £10,000 

MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, 
Aluminium / Stainless steel, 

Computer boards / Electric cable 
and catalytic converters 


Barry’s newest car 
dismantling facility 
registered with the 
environment agency, DVLA 
& Vale of Glamorgan Council 

Free of Charge: 

£10,000 • Ljght demolition 
ed vehicle. • Factory/Farm Clearances 
Lead, ‘All grades of metal taken 

• Ferrous or non-ferrous 

able • Household appliances 

• Car batteries 


CALL US TODAY 
01446 421034 • 


[WANTED 

for cash in all areas 

Cars, Vans, Lorries & 
Quads. In any condition 
running or not. With or 
without MOT, insurance 
loss or third party. 

£50-£3000 

Please ring anytime 
7 days 9am -10.30pm 

Call Frazer’s 


www.sbssalvage.com 
07772 054534 • 


Monday to Sunday 
07410 54952 



TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 i 

(evenings) wanted ^ 



llie G lamoi^an GEM 
i^tllK)V^lamorgan-gem.co.uk 
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BAKER 

Thelma 

Peacefully on February 3rd at Springbank 
Nursing Home, Barry, Thelma formerly of Bell 
Street, Barry. Beloved mum and nanna to 
Glenys, Arthur, Jason, Matthew, Sian, Ceri, 
Rowland, Nigel and Andrew. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son Funeralcare, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until her funeral service in 
the chapel on Thursday, February 23rd at 2pm, 
followed by cremation at the Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry at 3pm. Flowers may be sent to 
the funeral home if desired. 


COLLINGS 

Stephen Grant 

Peacefully on the 11th Febrnary 2017 at the 
Princess of Wales Hospital, Stephen of Llantwit 
Major. Dearly loved husband of Lynne and loving 
father of Samantha and Christopher, a mnch 
loved ‘Pops’ of Isla. 

He will be missed by friends and family. 
Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, College Street, 
Llantwit Major until the service on Friday, 

24th February in Coy church Crematorium at 3.15pm. 


EVANS 

Kenneth Idris (Ken) 

Sadly passed away on 1st February 2017, aged 
78. Beloved brother to Joan Picton, brother-in- 
law to Bill, uncle to Simon, Robert and the late 
Jeffrey and father to the late David. 

He will be sadly missed. 


WINSTONE 

Peter Kenneth 

Peacefully at Velindre Hospital, aged 74 years, on 
Wednesday, 8 February 2017. Adored husband of 
Diane for almost 50 years. Beloved father to Andrew 
and partner Corita. Grandfather to Thomas, 
Elizabeth and Eleanor and great grandfather to 
Logan. Uncle to his girls Charlene and Rachel. 
He will be sadly missed by all his 
family and friends. 

Resting at Thomas Brothers Funeral Home until 
his funeral at Coychurch Crematorium on Monday, 
20 February at 2.15pm. Donations, if desired, 
to Velindre Hospital. 


WHITLOW 

Gerald Francis (Jerry) 

Suddenly on the 2nd February 2017 at the 

University Hospital Wales, Jerry, aged 72; 
formally of Ffordd Elin, Barry. A beloved dad of 
Sharon and father-in-law of Rob. A much loved 
grandfather and great grandfather to all his 
grandchildren. An adored brother of Peter and 
a loved uncle to Adrian. 

Jerry will be sadly missed by all who knew him. 
Resting at A J Stone & William Ham Funeral Home, 
la Neville Street, Canton, Cardiff, CFll 6LP until his 
service on Wednesday, 22nd February 2017 at 1pm at 
St Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, Barry, followed 
by internment at Merthyr Dyfan Cemetery at 2pm. 


WRIGHT 

Margaret Sarah 

(Nee Bowles) Peggy 

Suddenly but peacefully on 12th February at 
College Fields Nursing Home, Barry - Peggy, who 
dearly loved her late husband Bill, her children 
Catherine, Helen and Annette, son-in-laws Sean 
and Alan. Also, cherished nan and great nan to all 
her grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

Peggy will be greatly missed by all who 
knew and loved her. 

Resting at The Vale Funeral Service 181 Court 
Road, Barry until her service at St John Methodist 
Church, Barry Island on Wednesday, 1st March at 
1.45pm, followed by cremation at Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium. 

Family flowers only. Donations, if desired, may be 
made at the service to support Dementia UK in 
memory of Peggy. 




Penarth Funeral Directors 

llukiUGi RiumI Imiik't t| lliiitir 

A\'EJlAi;E COSTS fNCLLiDC. 

Bt-arviv iv C'lriMMii 

MiMirT A Irn 

Set ikutwr »<***»iT*4 uu4 io|iMrd 

• Hkvt^I jClj27i 
OfMhnn -lUnT 
BufUl • Ptmfiti 

02920 703581 


Supporting local charities with monthly donations 







(^ark independent 
iu neral direct ors 

Curing^ for Yotir Lxnxrd Ones 

24hr Immediate Attention 
Affordable Funeral Packages 
Male & Female Staff 
Funeral Plans Offered 

Horse Drawn Hearse, a motor cycle and sidecar 
hearse, a classic lorry, a Bagpiper, or Doves, 
which are sometimes released at our Funerals 
Eco Friendly Funerals, coffins made 
from natural materials. 



Rebecca Adams 
Senior Funeral Director 


Call us on 02920 705555 www.parkfunerals.co.uk 

3 Andrews Buildings, Stan well Road, Penarth, CF64 2AA 
7 Tynewydd Road, Barry, CF62 8HB 01446 421212 ^ 



Indepemknt Family^ Funenfi Dinxiors 

famlU^vin bueiMM* 

Mflrvtnn Btfm* imcl t)w u m ni mttahn^ mtumt. 

H 9 mn takM can* iif iw^rry drialf kKihv anil hvlp 
yiCMi Oik codt md tvtty vtep of Ihc way. 


fniditioniti/Bef^ikc Funemls 
firvTJiv Chapel ofReyi 
Prepaid FunetnU PLm» 


>/i 


-Draivn Carriages Mciuar yclr Hnanw 

_ aikd jr»aAible. 

be arfan^ud in itkeiumlort of yuur own hoeoe. 
• .^ndvpianclinnt 24 liuur varwee. 

ReiisMe and prak^^mionaL 


01446 40796; 

IKT Ro«il B THA 

V'alr nf dfiirr^iyrpyn 



Robert D Johnson 

CenFP ' • 


Independent Funeral Director 

Family owned and run 


Funeral packages from £2450 

inclusive of essential disbursements 
• 24 hour immediate personal service 
> All funeral arrangements are tailored to your requirement, 
more importantly, your budget 
• Arrangements available seven days a week 
• Private chapel of rest 


29 Holton Rd, Barry CF63 4HA 

A Tel 01446 733844 

Email rjfunerals@gmail.com 

WWW. robertdj ohnsonfuner alservices. co.uk 


y Green Willow Funerals 

Family Centred Funeral Services. All profits donated to charity 

For caring, sensitive, bespoke funeral 
arrangements at a time of need. 


Contact Jordan Tyler based at 

21a Station Road, 

Dinas Powys, CF64 4DE 

02920 514627 

We welcome no-obligation enquiries and also 
cater for ‘pre-need funeral plans which help: 

• Limit costs • Record your wishes 
• Relieve your pressure on family & loved ones 


www.greenwillowfunerals.com 


STRADLING 

Connie (Formerly Rees) 

Peacefully, on February 12 at Bethel House, 
Dinas Powys, Connie, aged 94, formerly 
of Rhoose. Much loved and sadly missed by 
all her family. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Thursday, Febrnary 23, 
service and cremation 11am at Cardiff and Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry. No flowers by request. 


GRIFFITHS 

Brian 

Died peacefully at home in Llantwit Major, aged 
87. Resting at the Private Funeral Home of 
W James & Sons, Fonmon. 

Funeral to be held at Bethesda’r Fro, Boverton on 
Tuesday, Febrnary 21 at 11am, followed by private 
cremation. No flowers by request. 


KIDBY 

Elizabeth (Betty) 

Peacefully on 6th February at the University 
Hospital of Wales, Betty, aged 87 years, of Barry. 
Beloved wife of the late Eddie, dearly loved 
mum to Neil and Jackie, mother-in-law to 
Marina and Lee. A devoted grandmother 
and great grandmother. 

She will be greatly missed by all her 
family and friends. 

Resting at A.G. Adams Funeralcare until the service 
in the funeral home chapel on Wednesday, 22nd 
February at 10am, afterwards to Barry Cemetery. 
Family flowers only please, if wished donations for 
Headway Cardiff (supporting people with head 
injuries) may be sent to the funeral home. 


POWELL 

Pamela Joyce 

(Nee Treweeke) 

On Wednesday, 8th February, aged 77 years 
in the presence of her daughters, Pam peacefully 
slipped away. Beloved and cherished wife of the 
late Ralph, devoted mum to Teresa, Linda and 
sons-in-law Anthony and the late Barrie. 

A proud and loving nan to Derryn, Rhys, 
Thomas, Cerys, James and their partners Emma, 
Claire, Matthew and Stuart. Great Nanny Powell 
to Jessica, Luke, Seren, Ethan, Ralph and 
Isabelle. Much loved sister to Anne and loved 
sister-in-law and aunty. 

‘‘Reunited with dad now, no more pain or 
suffering, rest now mum, love you 
always, your girls’’ 

Pam is in the care of Lyndsay Ellis @ The Vale 
Funeral Service, Barry until a celebration of her life 
at Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road, 
Barry on Tuesday, 21st Febrnary at 11am. Family 
floral tributes only - donations, if desired, may be 
made at the service or via Pam’s online tribute page 
via www.valefuneralservice.co.uk where you are 
also welcome to leave your personal messages and 
memories. All donations received will support 
Macmillan in memory of Pam. 


DOWDELL 

Dorothy May 

Passed away suddenly but peacefully, aged 95, on 
Ihesday, February 8. Much loved mother and 
grandmother to Janet, Kim and Charlie, Dee will 
be deeply missed by her family and friends. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday, Febrnary 21, 
service and cremation 3pm at Cardiff and 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry. 

Family flowers only may be sent to the Funeral 
Home, donations in lieu, if desired, may be sent to 
the Dogs Tmst or Cats Protection League. 




W. A. Brown Son 


funtrai CHraelort 


• Pkia-CMil rimim 

♦ Wtt-cr J MAlsorvy 


Mtgf SMt UbtM Mo^ 
*1444 




a 

































































































38 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slainorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday Eebruary 16th, 2017 



STEPHENS ®| 

Michael Glenwood 

The family wish to announce the sad passing of 
Michael on February 7th at Barry Community 
Hospital. A devoted husband to Denise, much 
loved dad of Rachel and Paul. Respected father- 
in-law to Sophie. 

Michael will be greatly missed by all his 
family and friends. 

Resting in the private chapel of The Vale Funeral 
Service, 181 Court Road, Barry until his service at 
Cardiff & Glamorgan Memorial Park, Port Road 
East, Barry on Monday, February 20th at 11am, 
followed by interment at Barry Cemetery. 
Family flowers only. Donations, if desired, may be 
made at the service or via Michael’s online tribute 
page at www.valefuneralservice.co.uk where you 
are also welcome to leave your personal messages 
and memories. All donations received will support 
St Barnes Ward, at Barry Hospital. 

Further enquiries to 01446 407962. 



I** ARCHARD 

Melvyn John 

Peacefully at his home, after a long illness bravely 
borne, Mel, of Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan. 
Much loved husband of Enid, greatly loved 
father of James and daughter-in-law Svetla, dear 
brother of Haydon. 

Funeral Monday February 20, 2017, friends please 
meet for service at Coychurch Crematorium at 
1.15pm. Family flowers only by request but 
donations for the British Red Cross Society may be 
sent direct to 9 Village Way, Greenmeadow Springs 
Business Park, Tongwynlais, Cardiff, CF15 7NE. 
Enquiries to Gareth Watts, Owen E Jones & Co Ltd, 
Maesteg, 01656 733167. 

Enid and James would like to thank Dr Pardoe and 
the staff at the Health Centre for their care. 
They would also like to express their gratitude to 
the district nurses and all the staff at Cherish for 
caring for Mel, and also to Sylvia Williams, 
Chemist for her help. 


P POTTS ^ 

John (Jack) 

12/9/1917 -11/2/2017 

Peacefully at Llandough Hospital with family 
around him, aged 99 years. Jack worked at RAF 
St Athan for 42 years, for his last 12 years he was 
cared for at Ty Dewi Sant Residential Home, Penarth. 

Jack will be sadly missed by his daughters Margaret and 
Josie and their partners, grandchildren, Helen, Sarah, 
Paul, David, John and their partners and great 
grandchildren Evan, May, Ruby, Annabelle and Finley. 
Resting at Lyndsay Ellis @ The Vale Funeral Service, 
181 Court Road, Barry until the funeral service at Cardiff 
& Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road East, Barry on 
Thursday, 23 February at 1pm. 




Goods 

Vehicle 

Operator’s 

Licence 

ANSTEE LANDSCAPES 
&TREE FELLING 
CONTRACTORS LTD 

Trading as Anstee 
Services of Willow 
Cottage, Treoes, 
Bridgend, CF35 SDL 

is applying to change an 
existing licence as 
follows: To add an 
operating centre to keep 
4 goods vehicles and 4 
trailers at 48 Millers 
Avenue, Brynmenyn 
Industrial Estate, 
Brynmenyn, CF32 9TD. 
Owners or occupiers of 
land (including buildings) 
near the operating 
centre(s) who believe 
that their use or 
enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, should 
make written 
representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, Stating their 
reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. 
Representors must at the 
same time send a copy 
of their representations 
to the applicant at the 
address given at top of 
the top of this notice. 

A guide to making 
Representations is 
available from the Traffic 
Commissioners office. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

To whom it may concern 
We NG WINES LTD do 
hereby give notice that we 
have applied to the 
licensing authority (Vale of 
Glamorgan Council) for 
the grant of a premises 
licence at 
18 High Street, 
Cowbridge, Vaie of 
Giamorgan, CF71 7RA 
known as Nobie Grape. 
The appiication is for the 
saie by retaii of aicohoi 
during the hours 
MON-SAT09:00-21:00 
SUNDAY 09:00-21:00 
Any persons wishing to 
make representations to 
this application may do so 
in writing to the Licensing 
Department, Vale of 
Glamorgan Council Civic 
Offices, Holton Road, 
Barry, CF63 4RU, not later 
than 28 days after the 
date of this notice. 
Representations received 
after this date will not be 
considered. 

A copy of the application 
can be viewed at the civic 
offices during normal office 
hours. It is an offence 
knowingly or recklessly to 
make a false statement in 
connection with this 
application the maximum 
fine on summary conviction 
being £5000. 

Date - 8th February 2017 



I** HARRIS *1 

Graham William 

Peacefully on 6th February 2017, Graham, aged 
83 years. Beloved husband of Glenys, devoted 
dad of Gareth, dear father-in-law of Gill. 
Cherished grampy to Megan and Hannah, 
loved brother of Joan. 

Graham will be sadly missed by all 
his family and friends. 

Resting at A.G. Adams Funeralcare until the service 
at St Mary’s Church, Wenvoe on Thursday, 23rd 
February at 11am, followed by committal at 
Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium. 

Family flowers only, donations in lieu, if so desired, 
for Alzheimer’s Society or Kidney Research UK 
c/o the funeral director. 






r WELLS 

Graham 

(16 February) 

No birthday cards today my love, 
just lovely memories of our life together. 
I miss you so much, you are always in my 
heart and my thoughts everyday. 

Your loving wife, Glo xxx 




FERNYHOUGH 

Ian 

Margaret and family wish to thank those 
who attended Ian’s funeral and for the many 
messages of sympathy received. 

We also wish to thank the Marie Curie Hospice 
at Home service and the District Nurses and staff 
of the Cowbridge and Vale Medical Practice. 





Due to expansion Cherish Cymru requires 
fuii & part time Home Care Workers 

to cover Barry, Cowbridge & Llantwit Major. 

Own transport essential. 

Hours ranging from 7am to 11pm. 

Must be available to work weekends. 
Contact Robin Kiff on 01446 772904 
or cherishcymru@hotmail.co.uk 


Part-Time Receptionist 

required for 

Barry Dental Practice 

26 hours per week (over four days) 
Please reply with CV by 1st March. 
Tynewydd Dental Care, 75 Tynewydd Road, 
Barry, CF62 8BA. 


Are you fit to deliver? 

We need fit reliable people to help distribute the'' 

Olamorgait OEM 

newspaper to local homes, once a week. 

• TEENAGERS (aged 13 years and over) 

• ACTIVE SENIOR CITIZENS 
• HOUSEWIVES - STUDENTS, SHIFTWORKERS 

Please ring: 01202 811666 

email info @ thedistributionbusiness .co .uk 

If we do not have an immediate vacancy in your 2iH 
area, your details will be placed on our waiting 

list until a suitable opportunity occurs. 



TO LET 

3 bed house 
EAST END 
OFBARRY 

GCH, large back garden, My 
decorated and carpeted. 
Bond & References required 

£500 pem 
07973 833315 


FOUND KEYS 

Found outside 
United Free Church, 
Cowbridge. Please 
contact The GEM 

01446 774484 




The family of 




-^formerly of Montgomery Road, now at 
’ Gower Court, Barry) 

would love all friends and neighbours 
old and new to join them to celebrate^ 

QjoFsyjyOt/r FBirt/icfq/yy 

(20.02.2017) on Saturday 25th February, between 
2pm - 4pm at the Margaret Alexander Community 
if/entre, Alexandra Crescent, Barry, CF62 7HU. 

/ ( Refreshments provided. 


The latest news, reviews 
and sports stories... 

ONE WEBSITE with all the 
information you need! 



'llie Olamoi^aii GEM 
www.glamorgan-gem.co.uk 




Volvo V40 Estate 

2.0 Petrol 

Wreg MOT Oct 2017 
Tax end Feb 2017 
Excellent runner 

Tidy Motor £350 
01656656379 . 




ADVERTISE HERE £12 

Inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
For Motors - £24 Inc. VAT 
for 2 weeks. To take 


LICENSING ACT 2003 

Section 17 (5) 

Notice of Application for a 
Premises Licence 
NOTiCE iS GiVENTHAT 

An application has been 
made to Bridgend County 
Borough Council (the 
Licensing Authority) for a 
PREMiStS LiCENCE to 
permit licensable activities 
which it is proposed will be 
carried on, on or from the 

B remises shown below. 

etails of the application 
may be inspected between 
the hours of: Monday to 
Thursday 0830 to 1/00 
hours and Friday 0830 to 
1630 hours at Civic Offices, 
Angel Street, Bridgend, 

CF31 4WB or by visiting the 
authority’s website: 
www.bridgend.gov.uk. 

Any responsible authority or 
any other person may make 
representations in respect of 
the application, which must 
be submitted, in writing, to 
the following address before 
the date shown below: 
Licensing Section, Bridgend 
County Borough Council, 
Civic Offices, Angel Street, 
Bridgend, CF31 4WB. 

NAME OF APPLICANT: 
Tayst Ltd 

NAME AND POSTAL 
ADDRESS OF THE 
PREMISES: 9 Lias Rd, 
Porthcawi, CF36 3AH 
STATEMENT OF 
INTENDED LICENSABLE 
ACTIVITIES: (1) Supply of 
alcohol through a retail 
shop. Mon - Sun 9am to 
10pm 

DATE BY WHICH 
REPRSENTATIONS MUST 
BE MADE: 14/03/17 
This notice remains in force 


from and including the day 
after the giving of this notice 
to the licensing authority, 
namely 15/02717, for 28 
consecutive days. 

It is an offence knowingly or 
recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with 
an application. The 
maximum fine on summary 
conviction is £5,000. 

(1) This must include details 
of activities, type of 
entertainment and 
appropriate days and times. 
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advantage of this offer 
simply either send in your 
description along with a 
cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to 
The Glamorgan GEM’ at 
The GEM, Graig House, 
53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 
noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert 

must contain a residential 
land line telephone 
number. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are 
given. 


Acorn 

Slimline Stairlift 

for straight stairs. 
Price includes fitting 
by trained engineer. 

£500 

01446 711739, 

100 Glass 
Paperweights 

All sizes, colours 
and designs 

£80 one 

07724 669222 „ 

Matching DaikWood 
Comer Unit, Trolley 
and Side Table 

Excellent condition 
Buyer to coiiect 

£220 

01446775348 . 
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BARRY KYOKUSHIN TAKE 
RECORD NUMBER OF TROPHIES 
FROM CHAMPIONSHIP 



ON February 4, Barry Kyokushin karate club hosted 
and attended the IKO Welsh Championships at the 
Barry Memorial Hall. 

The tournament began with Kata (pattern), in which the Barry 
Club dominated. 


In the second category, Barry Kyokushin had two members 
fighting for third place, Justine Bolanos and Leanne Lirio. After a 
very close fight, Leanne Lirio secured herself third place and 
Justine a well-deserved runner-up after three tough fights. 

The final category for the day was the knockdown. Club 

/-i rr- . . • n ^ u- . 1 x- . I • member Jordan Sidford was entered into Men’s Lightweight and 

Out opive Kata categones, Barry Kyokushin took first place m ^ 

tourotthe catepries , fight, which was well-deserved. 

Devon Ruckley (10th Kyu), in his first ever tournament took Middleweight, club member Paul Lambert found 

tot place, closety followed by fellow club member Ad™ Tudor ^ 

who took second, and Sebastian Barczewski who took home a - - . ’ - p... . .. v .. . 

third place. 


second place trophy after a difficult final fight. 

Two club members, Gareth Dutton and Dryw Thompson, had 


r ^ j. ^ j j. j. j j IWU CiUU lllClllUCi , VjaiCLll l^ULLUll aiiu l-/i y W lliuilluauil, liau 

Ben Hams was unfortunately pipped to the post and secured Heavyweight and both found themselves 


fourth place. , , . r- . , ■ battling for third place against one another. After a tough fight, 

a m ® y I ^ Gareth Dutton took third place, and Dryw was runner-up. 

.4 higher than her closest opponent, and Angel Benevant secured - - - . r. ’ . . 

herself third place. 


In total Barry Kyokushin took home 20 medals. These were 
T T -. 1 U u JT.- seven first place, six second place and seven third place. 

Bolanos s*c™7Sf^vm^loTsec^^^^^^^ Club insSmctor, Senpai PWll Sedgmond said; “^e tournament 

Bolanos secured herself a very close second plime. was such a great success, not only for our club, but for our Welsh 

In the fourth categop;, assist™ instructor Rhian Evans took Organisation. Ifs very hard for (oungsters in Wales to travel to 


home first place, with club member Claire Norman taking third 
The next event was clicker, which was dominated by Barry 


Organisation. It’s very 
compete. To have one 


youngsters 
on their doorstep 


opens up new 


^ , . . . wet. uuinmaicu uy oeiiiy opportunities for them. I’m obviously exceptionally proud of the 

Kyokushin once agmn In the first category, Seb^tian Barczewski of my students at this event, and their h^d work has 

and Andre Espintu battled for first and second place over the final on __ t 


paid off by taking away 20 trophies from this. I think that might 

c • X- „ 1 • X- 1 u e -eu actualW bo a rocord for foo 3 9 yoaTS our club has boon gofog. Woll 

Sebastian just managed to gam first place m the final bout, with ” & & 


match, with three extensions 
Sebastian just managed to 
Andre Espiritu securing himself a well-deserved second place, 


In April, Phill Sedgmond is heading to Japan to take a 3rd Dan 


In the second category, two club members found themselves in gelt’grading test over two days, and club instructor Rhian 

Evans is tlso ioing to compeie in kata in the World 


Brodie Taylor gaining a second place trophy. 

In the final category, Kelly Shi was in the final and battled to 
win second place, with club member Bella Horsell placed third. 
The next division was Cadet Knockdown. In the first division. 


Championships, 

Barry Kyokushin Karate Club train at Castleland Community 
Centre on Mondays and Wednesdays from 6pm to 7.30pm for 
T cu- . 1 u X. X- 1 -. -.u u u- under-14s and 7.30pm to 9pm for 14 and over. Email 

James Shi took home gold after fights with much bigger barrykarate®h<,tmail com for more information, or flr^ us on our 
opponents. _ ■> ’ ■> 


Facebook page. 


Under-13s finally get to wear new kit! 


On Sunday Barry 
RFC under-13s played 
their first game of the 
year at home against 
CRICCC. 

Bannister scored both 
tries for Barry with 
Baron grabbing the 
conversions. The team 
were able to wear their 
new kit, courtesy of 
APEC executive travel, 
while Danny Borge of 
Artisan Kitchens helped 
to provide new 

windbreakers and after¬ 
match polo tops. 

Also massive thanks 
to Andy Kirby, all the 
parents and coaches 
Simon Cox, leuan 

Rendell and Alex 

Szuchnik for their 

perseverance with the 
team. 

Team: Belnoris, 

Everitt, Bannister, 
Szucknik, Borge, Baron, 
Phillips Kirby, Cox, 
Ewington, Bradley, Beer, 
Carter, Hill and Jones. 

If your son is 
interested in joining 
please contact 

07889742153. 

RB 




Council pledges 
its support to 
up-and-coming 
sportspeople 


THE Vale Council 
has joined forces 
with Legacy 
Leisure to support 
a number of 
talented young 
sportspeople across 
the Vale. 

The Sports Academy 
Scheme offers 
successful Academy 
members free access to 
Vale Council-owned 
leisure facilities. By 
taking away this 
financial burden, the 
Council hopes that the 
athletes can focus on 
their training, and 
achieve their sporting 
aspirations. 

The Council’s sports 
& play development 
manager, Karen Davies, 
said: “The Vale is 
fortunate to have a large 
number of residents 
competing at a very 
high level, meaning 
there was high 
competition for the 
limited spaces available 
on the scheme. 

“All of the successful 
applicants are Welsh 
internationals and Welsh 
squad members in their 
respective sports, with a 
number of them 
competing for Great 
Britain.” 

Eighteen-year-old 
Matilda Matthews, from 
Barry, is one of the 
successful Sports 
Academy members to 
have competed for 
Team GB. 


She has competed at 
the Sailing 420 World 
Championships, and at 
the World Cup - a 
competition that 
Olympic silver 
medallist, Hannah Mills, 
of Dinas Powys, also 
competed at - as well as 
the Junior World 
Championships. 

Miss Matthew’s 
ambition for 2017/18 is 
to retain her GB 
selection, and make the 
step from Youth to 
Olympic squad. 

Kristian Jones, an 18- 
year-old sprinter from 
Treoes, is another local 
resident who has been 
representing Great 
Britain at various 
international events. 

Mister Jones is the 
current under-20 100m 
and 200m champion, 
and qualified for the 
highly-contested British 
Olympic trials. He 
currently trains with the 
GB squad, and is 
hoping to qualify for the 
Commonwealth Games 
as an individual, and as 
part of the relay team. 

Other successful 
Sports Academy 
members include 
international discus 
throwers, a wrestler 
aiming for 2018 
Commonwealth Games, 
a GB surf lifesaving 
champion, a British 
champion sprint kayaker 


aiming for the 
Commonwealth Games 
and the Olympics, GB 
sailors, and a Tae Kwon 
Do international ranked 
second in Great Britain. 

Coun. Gwyn John, 
Vale Council’s cabinet 
member for Visible, 
Leisure and Regulatory 
Services, said of the 
Academy Scheme: “It 
was an extremely 
difficult task for the 
panel members to select 
who would take up the 
coveted spaces. 

“It is fantastic, 
however, to see such 
tremendous talent 
coming out of the Vale, 
much of which has been 
nurtured by the strong 
sports clubs we have in 
our county. 

“We hope that their 
membership with the 
Sports Academy will 
assist them in their 
sporting careers.” 

Sports Academy 
membership is decided 
yearly, with all 2017 
spaces now occupied. 
Applications for 
membership for the 
2018 period will be 
accepted around 
October. 


Barry chess team defeated in Cup 


THERE were no league games this 
week due to the East Glamorgan 
Knock Out Cup. 

Our sole remaining team was drawn at 
home to North Cardiff A. A lot of clubs do 
not take this seriously but that cannot be 
said of North Cardiff. 

Ironically we were drawn at home 
against them at the same stage in the 
competition last year when we managed to 
win by a 3-1 margin. 

This time it was not to be as Sam Jukes 
won on board 4, Steve Cunliffe and 
Matthew Parry drew on boards 2 and 3 but 
Matthew Davies had the unenviable task of 
playing the top ranked player in the 


tournament, Tim Kett. 

Losing to Tim is not unexpected so this 
left the match score at 2-2. The tie break is 
‘bottom board elimination’, which meant 
we lost the game 2-1. 

Good luck to North Cardiff in their 
semi-final at home to Bridgend A. 

I note from the results received that the 
Bridgend B team defaulted their match. 
This is the third match defaulted this year 
and brings into question the viability of 
this tournament; perhaps that will be 
discussed further at the East Glamorgan 
ACM in June. 

All of our matches due to be played by 
the Barry Chess Club this week have been 
cancelled due to the funeral of one of our 


members, Windsor Lewis 

The Barry Chess Club meets at 7.30 pm 
each Monday at the West End Club. St. 
Nicholas Road, Barry CE62 6QY. The club 
is open to players of all standards; whether 
you are interested in playing competitive 
chess or just the occasional friendly games. 

New players are very welcome to just 
turn up on the night but if you contact one 
of the club members through the website 
we can explain what is happening on the 
night you have in mind, and arrange for 
someone to greet you on your arrival. 

For more details visit our website at 
barrychessclub .yolasite .com. 

PHIL JONES 


BARRIVALE 
BRIDGE CLUB 
RESULTS 

LATEST results from Barrivale Bridge 
Club for February 7: 

1st Mark Roderick & Noelle Bond 74.29%; 2nd 
Mick Green & Jane Brook 69.17%; 3rd Denis 
Mottram & Jenny Vaughan 57.50%. Bev Lewis and 
Peter Daughton won on handicap. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale. 
A partner may be arranged if required. If you would 
like to join us ring 01446 418380 or 01446 733425 
or 01446 735592 call at the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road, Barry on Tuesdays at 7pm. 

Alternatively, players, inexperienced or new, may 
attend on Eridays at lOam at the same address. 

DR 
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BRIAN LEE’S BLAST 
FROM THE PAST 1996 


U NDER the 
heading 'Brace 
Launches 
Season With Treble' 
this is what I had to 
say back then: 
'Bridgend 
businessman David 
Brace, who trains 
racehorses in his spare 
time, had a fine start 
to the Welsh season 
when saddling three 
winners and another 
that was disqualified 
at the Vale of Clettwr 
Hunt Steeplechases. 

His five-year-old mare 
Mrs Wumpkins started 
the winning streak when 
winning division two of 
the maiden race under 
Pip Jones.' 

In division four,his 
six-year-old Gunner 
Boon,ridden by Evan 
Williams, of Llancarfan, 
finished ahead of Celtic 
Daughter, ridden by 
Jamie Jukes, only to be 
disqualified after a 
lengthy enquiry for going 
the wrong side of a flag.' 

'However, half-an- 
hour or so later. Brace 
was back in the winner's 
enclosure after his 
Goolds Gold, an ex-Irish 
10-year-old, partnered by 
Jamie Jukes,scored a 
surprise win in the men's 
open race when 
trouncing the odds-on 
favourite Wolf Winter. 
Pip Jones was back in the 
saddle for Brace's third 
winner African Bride 
which took the first 
division of the restricted 
in fine style. 

African Bride was the 
third leg of a treble for 
Jones who had earlier 
won the ladies' open race 
on Handsome Harvey 
who came home an 
impressive ten lengths 
winner.' 

'Jukes also notched up 
a treble as apart from 
Celtic Daughter and 
Goolds Gold he also won 
another division of the 
maiden on Stormy 
Witness who was his 
50th winner of the 
season. Grant Lewis, 
who told me he had to 
lose around two stone 
before the start of the 
season to ride in point-to- 
points, said it was all 


worth while after riding 
his first ever double with 
Judgeroger (members) 
and Cranagh Moss in a 
division of the maiden. 
Both his winners made 
all the running 
throughout and could 
soon be winning again.' 

Another division of 
the maiden went to Jon 
Tudor's Just Marmalade 
who proved too speedy 
for Final Cruise. Vivian 
Hughes rode an excellent 
finish on Miss Millbrook, 
who overtook Metro 
Style on the run-in to win 
the confined race and 
Mister Horatio made all 
under Mark Lewis to win 
the second division.' 

JOHN MAKES 
HISTORY’ 

'Point to-point history 
was made at the 
Gelligaer Farmers 
Hunt Steeplechases on 
Saturday when Cardiff 
bookmaker John Lovell 
introduced his potable 
computer to the hunt¬ 
racing scene.' 

'Punters are given a 
little print-out which not 
only tells them the name 
of the horse they backed 
but also how much they 
collect should their bet 
be a winner.' 

'Lovell, who is the 
only bookmaker at 
present using the device 
on racecourses 

throughout the country 
said: “It prevents any 
disputes and will be 
widely used in time by 
when other bookmakers 
catch on.” 

He added: “This is the 
first time it has ever been 
used at a point-to-point.” 

Wales leading lady 
rider Pip Jones brought 
her season's tally of wins 
to ten with a double on 
African Bride (club race) 
and Lucky Ole Son 
(intermediate).' 

'African Bride, who 
was winning for the 
fourth time this season, 
won easily by 15 lengths 
from My Boy Barney 
and Lucky Ole Son went 
clear five out to score by 
a distance from 
Construction King.' 

'Brother Prim, backed 
from 20-1 to 4-1, came 
down when leading at the 
ninth. Both winners are 
owned and trained by 
Bridgend businessman 


David Brace and Lucky 
Ole Son was his ninth 
winner of the season. 

Wales' first mixed 
open race was won by 
Lighten The Load who, 
under 20-year-old Adrian 
Wintle, won by 30 
lengths from Touch 
'N'Pass with the even 
money favourite Sandy 
Beau a disappointing 
third.' 

'Lighten The Load is 
owned by Phil Payne 
who lives not far from 
the course and who 
celebrated his 60th 
birthday the day before.' 

'Mr Payne's fence 
building company 
provided all the portable 
fences used on the 
course. Mother of two 
Joanne Hawkins took the 
confined on Cyril 
Morgan's La Mezary 
who went clear three 
fences from home to win 
by 15 lengths from Mo's 
Chorister. 

Greengrocer Steve 
Blackwell rode his third 
winner of the season 
when making all in the 
first division of the 
maiden on Icecapade and 
Llancarfan's Evan 
Williams rode his first 
winner of the season 
when taking the second 
division on Andrew 
Hazell's 11-year-old The 
Fun Of it.’ 

‘However, Mr Hazell 
wasn't there to lead in his 
first winner as he was 
watching Wales beating 
Scotland at the National 
Stadium! Apparently, 
The Fun Of It, who is 
trained by former jockey 
June Lewis, ran in a 
record 31 bumper races 
in Ireland.' 

'Happiest man on the 
course was Gwilym Isaac 
who saw his homebred 
Bay Leader land a pillar 
to post win in the 
members' race. Bay 
Leader was confidently 
ridden by 18-year-old 
Emma Tamplin and Mr 
Isaac, who has horses 
with Jenny Pitman,was 
landing his first winner 
in 30 years!' 

‘TUDOR TRIUMPHS 

WITH TREBLE TOP 
IN BEST-EVER 
SEASON’ 

‘Jonathan Tudor 
landed his first treble in 
six years when winning 


The Barry and District 
League tables and results 


CRIB DIVISION 1: 

Moors Boys 10, Wyndham Cons 5; 
Rhoose Social 8, West End Runaways 
7; Liberals 10, Cadoxton Cons 5. 

League table: Liberals 129, Moors 
Boys 120, Wyndham Cons 119, 
Rhoose Social 118, West End 
Runaways 112, West End 103, 
Cadoxton Cons 94. 

SKITTLES DIVISION I: 

Allsorts 7, King William XII 0; 
Rhoose Social A 5.5, Rugby Club 1.5; 
Slammers 2, Sea View B 5; Cambrian 
Flyers 2, West End C 5; Liberals C 3, 
West End D 4; Rhoosters 7, Liberals A 
0; Rhoose Social B 2, Barries Boys 5. 

League table: West End D 74.5, 
West End C 71, King William XII 
67.5, Allsorts 64, Sea View B 64, 
Rhoosters 60, Rugby Club 60, Barries 
Boys 55.5, Rhoose Social C 53.5, 
Rhoose Social B 52, Rhoose Social A 
50, Slammers 43.5, Liberals C 39.5, 
Liberals A 38, Cambrian Flyers 33. 
SNOOKER DIVISION 1: 

Rhoose Social C 2, Wyndham Cons 
A 3; Cadoxton Cons B 4, West End C 
1; Savoy A 4, Penarth Cons A 1; 


Harbour B 5, Services Social B 0; 
Cadoxton Cons Z 4, Rhoose Social B 
1 . 

League table: Harbour B 66, Savoy 
A 65, Cadoxton Cons Z 51, Wyndham 
Cons A 44, Cadoxton Cons B 43, West 
End C 39, Rhoose Social B 39, 
Penarth Cons A 35 Rhoose Social C 
27, Penarth Cons B 26, Services 
Social B 25. 

SNOOKER DIVISION 2: 

Sully Sports A 2, Liberators 3; 
Savoy B 3, Market Street B 2; West 
End B 1, Wyndham Cons C 4; Market 
Street C 4, Harbour A 1; West End A 2, 
Wyndham Cons D 3. 

League table: Liberators 56, Savoy 
B 55, Wyndham Cons C 54, Harbour 
A 47, Market Street B 47, Market 
Street C 43, Cadoxton Cons A 42, 
West End B 34, Wyndham Cons D 34, 
West End A 32, Sully Sports A 31 (* = 
points deducted) 

All league and cup fixtures and 
results at www.barryleagues.co.uk and 
on Facebook - search for ‘harry 
leagues’. 

JW 


on Cairneymount, 
Touch'N' Pass and 
Harry From Barry at 
the Tredegar Farmers 
Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases, which 
saw the close of the 
1996 season.' 

‘Cairneymount won 
by a distance from 
Pharrago after his nearest 
pursuer Prince Nepal had 
slipped up on the 
approach to the third last 
fence. Touch 'N' Pass, 
who like Cairneymount 
is trained by Robert 
Williams at Ogmore, 
scored by 15 lengths 
from Jamie Juke's mount 
Oragas. 

Harry From Barry, 
who got home by a 
length from Boddington 
Hill, was being strongly 
challenged by Good Boy 
Charlie, ridden by Jukes, 
when he fell at the last. 

Harry From Barry, a 
reject from Philip Hobbs’ 
yard, is owned by Gwyn 
Davies and trained by 
Jonathan's father Billy 
Tudor. Jonathan, a 31- 
year-old from Pencoed, 
is enjoying his best ever 
season having ridden 13 
winners.' 

‘Emma Crawford, 
aged 24,from Magor, 
notched-up her tMrd 
winner in eight rides 
when winning the ladies' 
open race on her 12-year- 
old Mendip Music.' 

'Mendip Music, who 
took over the lead 
approaching the 10th of 
the 16 fences, had five 
lengths to spare over 
Never Be Great and won 
in a time which was five 
seconds faster than when 
winning over the same 
course last weekend.' 

‘Tim Jones took the 
restricted open on 
Sterling Buck who 
finished four lengths 
ahead of Meadow 
Cottage after taking up 
the running approaching 
the third last fence. 

Hereford's Emma 
James recored her sixth 
winner of the season 
when taking the second 
division of the maiden on 
Bowland Girl who won 
by three lengths from 
Relatively High.' 

'Backers of the long 
odds-on Polly Pringle 
had a shock when Mrs 
Carmen Goldsworthy's 
mare nearly unshipped 
Andrew Price at the 
second fence in the 
members' race. 

Price somehow 

managed to stay in the 
saddle and went on to 
win by a street's length 
from Light The Wick, 
who was so tired he was 
walked past the winning 
post.' 

*A5 a follow-up to my 
‘Racing Rogues - The 
Scams, Scandals and 
Gambles of Horse 
Racing in Wales’, I am 
looking for stories, press 
cuttings and photographs 
for my next book which 
will be ‘A Miscellany of 
Horse Racing in Wales’. 

It will also include 
point-to-point and 
unlicensed meetings, 
riders and horses of note, 
strange or odd races, 
scams, gambles 

successful or otherwise. 

Please e-mail 

brianlee4@virginmedia. 
com or phone 
02920736438. 

BRIAN LEE 


Barry Amateur 
Swimming Club hands 
out awards at AGM 




ON January 28, 
Barry Amateur 
Swimming Club 
held their annual 
AGM and 

presentation 
evening at St 
Andrews Golf Club. 

Chairman Heulwen 
Cooper welcomed 
everyone to the 91st 
AGM and Annita Rees 
had agreed to present the 
cups with life members 
Elaine Romain, Teresa 
Wheeler, Trudi Phillips 
and Stephanie Cody. 

Mrs Cooper said that 
during 2016, the club 
withdrew from the Arena 
League Competition as 
there were too few boys 
to compete in this event. 

The club was grateful 
to Mark Borges who had 
trained as a level one 
swimming coach. It was 
noted that helpers and 
qualified coaches were 
always needed at the 
poolside. 

In April, Mike Looker 
who had been coaching 
for many years, would be 
stepping back shortly. 
Roger and Jonathan, who 
have been working hard 
to train the junior squad, 
have both had to give up 
recently, so some parents 
have been helping. Mark 
Borges and his daughter 
Eleri Borges (junior 
coach) have been 
covering the Monday 
sessions. 

Some of the senior 
swimmers had been 
volunteering for their 
Duke of Edinburgh 
awards recently and it is 
hoped that they might be 
able to offer some 
assistance poolside in the 
future. 

The club was very 
fortunate that Martin 
Harries had stayed to 
help on a Sunday 
morning as he is a level 
one qualified coach. 

The number of people 
currently involved in 
running the club is a very 
small, and it cannot run 
without more volunteers! 

On February 3, the 
postal long distance 
swim took place - girls 
first, and boys the 
following Friday. 

On March 11, there is 
a gala at Rhondda and the 
club will host a home 
gala on May 7. 

On July 15, most of 
the swimmers will be 
competing in the Cardiff 


Bay meet, a competition 
which has been running 
for 27 years. 

The treasurer reported 
that the club finances 
were in a good position at 
present and the election 
of the committee 
followed. 

Cups and medals that 
had been won at the 
annual championships in 
November were 

presented to the winners 
by Annita Rees and some 
of the younger members 
received their awards 
from coach Eleri Borges. 

Trophies presented for 
outstanding efforts were 


as follows: The Best 
Runner Up trophy were 
awarded to Daisy 
Thomas and Ethan Hole. 

The Best Newcomer 
trophy was awarded to 
Elbe May Bradbury and 
Harry Townsend. 

The Best Novice 
Swimmer trophies were 
awarded to Ruby 
Dickson Davies and 
Rauley Hunter. 

The Most Improved 
Swimmer trophy were 
presented Caitlin 

Williams and Thomas 
Pugh. 

Some of the adults and 
older members who had 


worked hard during the 
year were also presented 
with trophies, the 

Loyalty Cup was 

presented to Eleri Borges 
for her coaching, and the 
club member of the Year 
trophies were awarded to 
Paula Harkus and Mike 
Sully. 

The club captain will 
be Bethan Williams and 
vice captains, Pia Sully 
and Nia Fuller. 

Annita Rees was 

presented with a bouquet 
of flowers and made a 
life member of the club. 


Under-lls edge game 
with neighbours 


COWBRIDGE under-lls 
hosted our neighbours from 
Llantrisant, which is always a 
close affair. 

Again the game failed to disappoint. 
The visitors took the lead straight from 
the kick-off, however the hosts 
quickly responded with Sam Sheppard 
equalling the score. 

Cowbridge powered ahead with 
Josh Canning adding to the lead and 
the strong running of Will Brennan 
bagging a brace to take the lead to 4-1. 

Great forward play witnessed the 
industrious work of Will Martin 
rewarded with a try. Not wanting to 
rollover, Llantrisant secured two quick 
in response, one of which went to 
Cowbridge’s own Corey Williams 
who was ‘playing for the badge’ for 
Llantrisant. 

Two more came in a counterattack 
for the hosts with Cowbridge securing 


a 7-3 lead through Harry Smith and 
again the powerful forward play from 
the pack from Sam Sheppard. 

Llantrisant clearly wanted to make 
the game even and Cowbridge 
struggled to contain their powerful 
running with three quick tries, one 
again from Cowbridge’s own Leo 
Beghini playing for the visitors. 

With the ties all scored at 7-7 it 
appeared to be an even affair, however 
the Cowbridge Bears this season have 
failed to disappoint. 

Paddy Whitestone clearly wanted to 
give the spoils to the home team and a 
fantastic well-worked move witnessed 
a scintillating final play and the 
honours going to the hosts 8-7. 

Well done, Cowbridge, again 
another fantastic all-round team 
performance. 

CF 
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Under-14s and under-16s 
teams reach the cup finals 


IT was a weekend 
to remember for 
Barry Town United 
Ladies FC as both 
the under-14s and 
under-16s girls 
teams successfully 
came through their 
South Wales FA 
Cup semi-finals 
with victories over 
AFC Forth and 
Merthyr Town. 

The results continue 
an impressive season to 
date for both age groups 
who are competing on 
all fronts in league and 
cup competitions. 

The under-14 team 
took on AFC Forth at 
Tenner Park Stadium and 
as anticipated this was 
always going to be a 
tight affair with one goal 
determining the victors 
in the previous 
encounters this season. 

Barry again came out 
on top in this fixture 1-0 
and deservedly so 
having controlled 
possession for long 
periods of the match but 
had to wait 10 minutes 
from the end to get their 
goal from striker Phoebe 
Curtis. 

The girls put in a 
strong team performance 
with the visitors rarely 
threatening the Barry 
goal and the result could 
have been more 
convincing had Barry 
taken numerous 

opportunities. 

However, the result 
now gives the team an 
opportunity to win some 
silverware with a final 
against local rivals 
Cardiff City Ladies that 
will take place at the end 
of April. 

In the under-16 age 
group, Barry were 
looking to follow up 
their FAW Cup quarter¬ 
final win last week with 
another cup victory at 
Merthyr Town’s 

Penydarren Park 

Stadium. 

In freezing conditions 
the girls struggled to get 
into their normal rhythm 
in the first half, regularly 
gifting possession away 
despite dominating for 
long periods. The home 
side took a shock lead 
when Barry failed to 
deal with a cross from 
the left which was 
tapped home by the 
striker. 

For the first time this 
season, Barry went in at 
half time behind and this 
was a real test of 
character but the squad 
picked themselves up 



and arguably put in their 
best half of football of 
the season in the second 
period running in five 
goals and missing 
numerous other 

opportunities. 

The equaliser came 
from a Bethan 
O’Donnell cross 

deflected in for an own 
goal and then Striker 
Emma Cannon 

deservedly put Barry in 
front calmly chipping 
the ball over the 
goalkeeper who also had 
a fine game. 

Barry were getting 
ahead of steam as the 
match wore on and soon 
got a third when 
midfielder Jasmine 
Rowley hooked the ball 
home in the penalty area 
from a set piece before 
substitute Sophie 

Hawkins made it four 
cutting in from the left 
wing. 

The best goal was 
saved until the end when 
a fine move playing 
from the defensive unit 
into midfield saw the 
ball go out wide and 
Rowley was on hand to 
covert the cross to make 
the final score 5-1 to 
Barry. 

Credit to the 
defensive unit who were 
strong throughout 
protecting their goal 
with Merthyr rarely 
troubling the Barry 
goalkeeper. 

The under-16s will 
now take on Rhydyfelin 
in the final. 

Under-14s squad: J 
Bullock, E Dimmick, C 
Meadows, T Cay ton, S 
McDarren, O Barnett, E 
Hilliard, E Spence, M 
Cayton, T Trivett, E 
Matthews, S Meade, P 
Curtis, L Harris. 

Under-16s squad: R 
Stanley, B O’Donnell, D 
Connolly, H Jenkins, O 
Townsend, J Rowley, A 
Jama, K Spar go, G 
Come, S Rees, E 
Cannon, S Hawkins, M 
Atkins. 

LW 


Cowhridge 
Darts League 
round-up 


ON Tuesday, 
February 7 a full 
programme of 
league matches was 
played. 

The league leaders the 
Edmondes B remain 
unstoppable, beating 
Llanharry 7-2. In the 
tight battle for second 
slot the Six Bells 
regained that position by 
beating the Victoria Inn 
9-0, while the 
Highwayman Inn only 
won 6-3 against the 
Earmers Arms. 

The Edmondes A beat 
the Red Lion 8-1 and in 
the closest match of the 
evening Hairy Earmers 
just defeated the 
Edmondes C 5-4. 

It was an evening of 
excellent, high-scoring 
darts with Martin 
Gaffney (Edmondes B) 
and Paul Mayze 
(Victoria Inn) both 
hitting a 180. John 
Izzard (Hairy Farmers) 
joined the 100 and over 
out club with a 101 
three-dart-out. 

Other notable high 
outs were Tony Fox’s 
(Farmers Arms) 72 (a 
two-dart-out), Owen 
Carter (Farmers Arms) 
94, Mike Newbie 
(Llanharry) 89, Rob 


McCaver (Hairy 

Farmers) 73 and Frank 
Butler (Edmondes B) 56. 

Present league 

standings, after 16 
weeks, are: Edmondes B 
(104 points). Six Bells 
Inn (91), Highwayman 
Inn (90), Edmondes A 
(80), Edmondes C (75), 
Llanharry (73), Hairy 
Earmers (67), Earmers 
Arms (64), Victoria Inn 
(61) and Red Lion (15). 

Next week (Tuesday, 
February 21) another full 
programme of league 
matches are scheduled. 
The Edmondes B hosts 
the Red Lion, the Hairy 
Farmers hosts the 
Farmers Arms, the 
Edmondes C hosts the 
Edmondes A, Llanharry 
hosts the Victoria Inn 
and the Highwayman 
Inn hosts the Six Bells 
Inn. 

All matches start at 
8.15pm and spectators 
are always welcome. 

For further 

information e-mail Paul 
a t 

CO wbridgedarts @ gmail. 
com, up-to-date 

information can be 
found on the website: 
www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 

PJT 


Barry RFC back 
in league action 


THIS weekend, Barry RFC return to 
league action with a home fixture against 
Pontyclun, kick off 2.30pm. 

The team will be looking forward to getting back 
on the winning trail, hopefully strengthened by the 
return of injured and unavailable players, their loss 
having seen the side struggle in recent weeks. 

The lottery is still there to be won, with nobody 
matching last week’s numbers which were 06,08,15 
and 16; this week’s jackpot will be £3,725. 

AJ 


Netball squad impress 
at inter-county tourney 



THE Cardiff & Vale 
under-14 Netball Squad 
travelled to Bangor 
University for the Welsh 
under-14 Inter-Counties 
Championships on 
Saturday, January 28. 

The squad of 26 players were 
selected last September from 
over 150 girls from all the 
secondary schools in Cardiff and 
the Vale. The squads were split 
into the A team tournament and 
the B team tournament. 

Both teams set off to an 
impressive start by beating the 
South East Wales team 
convincingly and this set the tone 
for the day by beating the North 
East Wales, Powys, North Wales 
and West Wales. 

Two tough matches for the A 
Squad against Glamorgan 
Valleys and Afan Nedd Tawe saw 
the girls having to pull on all 
their experience and mental 


toughness to secure these 
victories, which they did and 
play some outstanding netball to 
secure the Welsh title. 

The B squad were incredible 
all day and won all their matches 
by some margin to become well 
deserved Welsh Champions. All 
the secondary schools should be 
extremely proud of these young 
netballers and what they have 
achieved. 

A squad: Georgie Hellerman, 
(c) St Richard Gwyn High 
School, Elli Beddall (c) Cardiff 
High School, Mabli Evans Ysgol 
Bro Ederyn, Macy White St 
Cyres Comprehensive School, 
Niamh Sultana Stanwell 
Comprehensive, Hannah Jones 
Ysgol Glantaf, Gwenno Manley 
Ysgol Glantaf, Abbie Pattison 
Corpus Christi High School, 
Alyssa Colderley Stanwell 
Comprehensive, Caitlin Mackie 
Ysgol Glantaf, Lowri Clarke 
Ysgol Bro Ederyn, Catrin Roy 
Cowbridge Comprehensive 


School, Cadi Enoch Ysgol 
Glantaf. 

B squad: Jessica Richard- 
Clode (c) Ysgol Bro Ederyn, 

Thea My croft (c) St Teilos High 
School, Manon Bryant Ysgol 
Glantaf, Emma Eitzherbert 
Cardiff High School, Annabelle 
Walters Howells School, Elena 
George Cardiff High School, 

Moli Watts Ysgol Plasmawr, Amy 
Callow Ysgol Bro Ederyn, Chloe 
Berrow St Richard Gwyn High 
School, Caitlin Crisp Ysgol 
Glantaf, Ella Lewellyn Ysgol 
Glantaf, Tanisha Griffiths Ysgol 
Bro Ederyn, Alaw Evans Ysgol 
Glantaf. 

Coaches: Melanie Hellerman 
Corpus Christi, Melissa Hunter 
Stanwell, Jo Knight Llantwit 
Major. 

MH 



• Mobile HGV, trailers, vans and car service and insp 

• Terraclean and DPF Clean 

• Remapping and Tuning 

• 24/7 breakdown callout 

• Auto electrical diagnosis and repair 

• Towbars, Handsfree kits, Reverse Aids, Dash cams 

• Air con re-gas and service 

• Pat-testing 

DON’T GET CAUGHT!! 
HANDSFREE KIT SUPPLIED 
AND INSTALLED 
FROM ONLY £200.00 

Covering the entire South Wales area 
Contact us on 02920 564556 
service@nscommercialservices.co.uk 

TSRR A CIMAM. 
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GARY WATSON MOTOR CO. 


12 MINI Cooper 1.6 

In white silver with 
black roof, 23,000 miles 

Reduced to £7,995 


09 FORD Fiesta 
1.4 Titanium 
3-Dr Automatic 

In hot magenta, 53,000 miles 

Reduced to £4,995 


61 SKODA Yeti 2.0 
Diesel SE+TDi 4x4 

In pacific blue, 77,000 miles. 


£8,995 
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BENTLEY Arnage 6.8 Twin Turbo R Auto 

In peacock blue with cream hide, 50,000 miles 

from new, luxury motoring at .£29,995 

RANGE ROVER Sport 3.6 TDV8 HSE Auto 
In ball blue with black leather, 60,000 miles, 

high spec.£19,995 

RANGE ROVER 3.6 TDV8 Vogue Auto In black with 

cream leather, 69,000 miles, high spec.£19,995 

FORD S-Max Titanium X 2.2TDCi Sport In midnight 

sky, 26,000 miles, 7 seater diesel . 

. REDUCED TO £16,495 

BMW Z4 5 Drive 35i Auto In met-grey with leather 

trim, 59,000 mile convertable at.£13,995 

VOLKSWAGEN Passat CC Blue Motion-Tech 2.0 

TDi Automatic In black, only 19,000 miles....£13,495 
JAGUAR XK8 Automatic In met-green with cream leather, 

only 23,000 miles from new, superb example.£12,995 

NISSAN Qashqai 1.5 DCi N-Tec In silver, 61,000 

miles, sat-nav, pan-roof etc .£9,995 

VAUXHALL Insignia 1.8 SRi 5-Dr In met silver, 

30,000 mile family natch.£9,495 

FORD B-Max 1.0 Titanium In blazer blue, 18,000 

miles, under ford warranty.£9,495 

PEUGEOT Rcz 1.6 (156) GT In blue with grey 

leather, 34,000 miles .£9,495 

MERCEDES Cl 80 CGI Blue Efficiency SE Auto 
In palladium silver, only 38,000 miles, bluetooth, 

parking sensor etc .£9,495 

SKODA Yeti 2.0 Diesel SE-hTDI 4x 4 In pacific blue, 

77,000 miles, 1 owner.£8,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Limited Edition 3-Dr In red 

with black roof, 13,905 miles, 1 owner .£8,695 

NISSAN Juke 1.6 Vis In white, low mileage local 

example at.£8,495 

VOLKSWAGEN Jetta 1.6 Diesel Automatic 
Blue Motion SE In met-grey, 55,000 miles, 
1 owner.£8,495 


63 FORD Fiesta 1.5 TDCi Zetec 3-Dr 

56,000 miles. 1 owner, free road tax . 


In black, 
....£6,995 


NISSAN Qashqai 1.5 DCi Accenta In met-burgundy, 

47,000 miles from new.£8,495 

FORD S-Max 2.0 TDCi Zetec Automatic In black, 

68,000 miles, diesel 7-seater .£8,495 

LANDROVER Freelander 2 GS 2.2 TD4 In silver, 

73,000 mile diesel 4x4.£8,495 

RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi Dynamique Media Nav 

5-Dr In silver, 39,000 miles, free road tax. 

. REDUCED TO £7,995 

MINI One 1.6 In red, 31,000 miles, 1 owner with 

alloys, climate, pepper pack.£7,995 

CITROEN DS3 D Sport Plus 1.6THP In white with 

black roof, 48,000 miles, full leather trim.£7,995 

MINI Cooper 1.6 In white silver with black roof, 23,000 

miles. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £7,995 

VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 CDTi Exclusive Diesel 

Estate In silver, 43,000 miles.£7,995 

MAZDA MX5 1.8i Roadster Coupe In true red, 

48,000 miles, solid roof convertible.£7,995 

MERCEDES SLK 200 Auto In silver with red 

leather, 72,000 miles, convertible .£7,995 

MERCEDES CLK 350 Sport Auto Convertable 
In silver with black leather, 70,000 miles ....£7,995 
FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3-Dr In red, 12,000 miles, 

under Ford warranty.£7,695 

PEUGEOT 3008 Aless HDi 5-Dr In met red, 

29,000 miles.£7,695 

VAUXHALL Adam Glam 1.4 In very berry with 
cream roof, 25,000 miles, 1 owner, bluetooth, 

pan roof etc .£7,595 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SRi Ecoflex 3-Dr In black, 

23,000 miles.£7,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.2 SZL 3-Dr In black with white 

roof, 19,000 miles, 1 owner.£7,495 

CITROEN DS31.6 HDi Style-E In encre met with white 
roof, 52,000 mile diesel hatch, free road tax ....£7,495 
SKODA Yeti 1.2 TSi SE In aqua blue, 46,000 

miles . REDUCED BY £500TO £7,495 

BMW 320i M-Sport Coupe In silver, 70,000 miles 

with alloys a/c etc.£7,495 

FIAT 500S Twinair In italia blue, 22,000 miles, 1 

owner, free road tax .£6,995 

PEUGEOT 208 Active 1.2 5-Dr In black, 26,000 

miles, £20 road tax.£6,995 


11 NISSAN Qashqai 1.6 Acenta In met nightshade, 

72,000 miles, 2 owners.£6,995 

60 PEUGEOT 5008 Sport 1.6 Diesel 7-Seater In 

met-grey, 58,000 miles.£6,995 

62 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr In white, 32,000 miles, 

with a/c alloys etc.£6,495 

64 PEUGEOT 108 Active 3-Dr In red, 23,000 miles, 1 
owner, free road tax.£6,295 

63 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Energy 3-Dr In white, 

20,000 miles, one owner.£5,995 

12 MERCEDES A160 Blue-Efficiency Avant Garde SE 

In met blue, 54,000 Miles. 

. REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 

62 SKODA Rapid SETSi 5-Dr In white, 59,958 miles, 
very nice example at .£5,995 

61 CITROEN DS3 1.6 HDi Style In white with black 
roof, 73,000 miles, diesel, free road tax ....£5,995 

09 VOLVO V50 1.8 Sport In red, 56,000 miles with 

alloys, a/c, good looking estate .£5,995 

11 CITROEN C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi Exclusive In met- 
grey, 63,000 miles, diesel .£5,695 

10 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.6 TDCi SE 5-Dr In met 

blue, 74,000 miles, diesel hatch.£5,495 

62 CHRYSLER Ypsilon 1.2 Black and Red Edition 
5-Dr with alloys a/c etc, only 23,000 miles ..£4,995 

11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE 5-Dr In met grey, 

41,000 miles with air-con etc.£4,995 

61 RENAULT Clio 1.6 GT Line VVTi Automatic In 

blue, 16,000 miles, with sat-nav. 

. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

11 MAZDA 2 Sport 1.5 5-Dr In spirited green, 74,000 

miles, very nice throughout.£4,995 

10 VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 Exclusive Turbo 5-Dr In 

red, 51,000 miles, family hatch at.£4,995 

10 FORD Focus 1.6 Titanium 5-Dr In silver, 56,000 

miles, high spec family hatch at.£4,995 

10 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Edge Automatic 5-Dr In 

mulbury metalic, 41,000 miles . 

. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

09 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Titanium 3-Dr Automatic In hot 

magenta, 53,000 miles. 

. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

09 MINI One 1.4 In met grey with pepper pack, alloys 

etc, 57,000 miles.£4,995 

09 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 CDTi (130) SE 5-Dr In 

silver, 83,000 miles, diesel hatch .£4,995 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Automatic 3-Dr In aqua 
marine blue, 56,000 miles, heated seats etc....£4,695 
58 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.9 TDi (105) 5-Dr Match In 
met grey, 70,000 miles, diesel .£4,695 

58 VOLKSWAGEN Passat 2.0 HDi Sport In black, 

85,000 miles, very nice diesel at .£4,695 

59 FORD Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec 3-Dr In met blue, 

66,000 miles, diesel at .£4,495 

05 BMW 118i SE Automatic 5-Dr In met-grey, 57,000 

miles, 1 owner, fantastic example at.£4,495 

08 VOLKSWAGEN Eos 2.0 Convertable In black, 
79,000 miles, 4 seater with solid roof.£4,295 

60 CITROEN Cl VTR-h 5-Dr In red, 46,000 miles, low 

insurance and road tax .£3,995 

09 SEAT Ibiza 1.2S 3-Dr In nayara blue, 55,000 

miles, low insurance.£3,995 

08 CITROEN C4 Picasso 1.6 Diesel VTR Auto 

In met muave, 85,000 mile 7-seater .£3,995 

07 SKODA Octavia 1.9 TDi Classic Auto Estate In 

silver, 51,000 miles .£3,995 

10 SMART Fortwo Passion 1.0 Auto In silver with 

stop/start, 44,000 miles.£3,495 

06 SAAB 93 Linear 2.0 Convertable (150) In black 

with cream leather, 66,000 miles.£3,495 

06 SKODA Octavia 2.0 FSi Elegance Estate In met 

grey, 62,000 miles, 1 owner.£3,295 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi Ghia 5-Dr In silver, 87,000 

miles, £30 road tax .£2,995 

07 CITROEN Cl Vibe 3-Dr In red, 39,000 miles, low 
insurance and road tax .£2,695 




62 CITROEN DS3 D 
Sport Plus 1.6 THP 

In white with black roof, 48,000 
miles, full leather trim 

£7,995 



15 FIAT 500s 
Twinair 

In italia blue, 22,000 miles, 
1 owner, free road tax 

£6,995 



MAZDA 2 Sport 
1.5 5-Dr 

In spirited green, 74,000 miles, 
very nice throughout 

£4,995 


62 FORD Fiesta 1.2 
Zetec 5-Dr 

In white, 32,000 miles, with 
a/c allots etc 

£6,495 


ALL CARS SUPPLIED WITH NEW MOT AND 3 MONTHS RAC WARRANTY 


01446 722600 

www.GARYWATSONMOTORCOMPANY.co.uk - 
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Barry Town 
United sit top 
of the league 
after victory 


CONTINUING their quest for 
championship honours, Barry 
Town United went top of 
Welsh League Division One on 
Saturday, with a workmanlike 
3-1 win at promoted Caldicot 
Town. 

On an afternoon that saw the 
nation’s attention diverted by the 
chase for the oval ball, the Tenner Park 
side kept their focus at Jubilee Way to 
record a fourth consecutive win on 
their travels. 

With manager Gavin Chesterfield 
resting skipper James Saddler, 
midfielder Louis Gerrard maximised 
his inclusion by opening the scoring 
from the penalty spot and while the 
home side would bag an equaliser in 
the 38th minute, Gerrard restored the 
visitors’ advantage into the second 
half. 

With Caldicot accruing a slew of 


bookings and losing their goalkeeper 
to a sending off, Barry then drew a line 
under the encounter as TJ Nagi added 
their third, securing the three points 
that lifted them to the summit, after 
previous leaders Goytre crashed to a 
4-1 defeat at Caerau Ely. 

This Saturday, the Town will travel 
to the CCB Centre of Excellence in 
Ystrad Mynach to tackle Risca United, 
while Goytre welcome Ton Pentre to 
Plough Road, hoping to get their own 
title tilt back on track, ahead of an 
enticing Barry vs Goytre showdown at 
Tenner Park seven days later. 

With only three points separating 
the current top four, Barry supporters 
will also be keeping an eye on events 
at Cambrian and Clydach and Port 
Talbot Town, although Gavin 
Chesterfield’s squad does have the 
cushion of at least one game in hand 
on each of the chasing pack. 

AC 


Town’s four-some 
performances puts 
them into semi-finals 


Josh nets 
four as Saints 
beat Island 
Marine in cup 


COWBRIDGE 
TOWN’S first team 
continued their run 
of good form with a 
resounding win in 
the quarter-final of 
the Vale Of 
Glamorgan ASRS 
Cup. 

Playing at home the 
town hosted bottom of 
the league Masons 
Removals and came out 
4-0 winners. 

The town started well, 
and after seven minutes 
created their first of 
many chances with 
Connor Benyon crossing 
from the left and James 
Kennedy volleying just 
wide. 

As the game 
progressed it became 
apparent that Cowbridge 
just had to remain 
patient to get their first 
goal. 

Several chances were 
squandered with Gavin, 
Cooper and the Kennedy 
brothers all narrowly 
missing scoring 

opportunities. 

It wasn't until the 40th 
minute that Cowbridge 
took the lead, with a 


HAVING not 
played since 

January 21, 

Cowbridge first XV 
will be raring to go 
this Saturday at 
home against 
league newcomers 
Cardiff Saracens. 

The Saracens have 
had a difficult season so 
far, winning just three of 
their 14 games and 
currently lie 11th in the 
league. Cowbridge 
currently lie sixth with 


somewhat scrappy goal. 
It came from a corner 
that Masons failed to 
clear, after two shots on 
goal the ball came back 
to Lloyd Lewis who 
with some aplomb 
buried the volley in the 
roof of the net. 

Then directly from 
the kick off the ball was 
played forward to 
Pinchbeck who 

controlled it with his 
right foot and then hit an 
unstoppable left foot 
drive into the top left 
hand comer of the goal, 
from all of 25 yards, 
leaving the goalkeeper 
firmly rooted to the spot. 

A couple of minutes 
later the half-time 
whistle went and the 
town went into the break 
2-0 up. 

The start of the 
second half saw much of 
the same with total 
domination from the 
town. 

The game progressed 
with long range chances 
falling to Hans Kennedy, 
Mathew Little and Jack 
Gavin, all after good 
build up play in the 
middle of the park and 
down the flanks. 


six wins out of 12 and 
will be looking for the 
first double of the 
season, having won 3-13 
at the Saracens in 
October. 

There will be another 
break the following 
week as Wales take on 
Scotland and then on 
March 4 we travel to 
Tylorstown, followed by 
a home game against 
Old Penarthians on 
March 11. 

The youth play at 
Beddau this Saturday. 

RV/RK 


Substitutions were made 
with Ryan Ashby, Adam 
Bennet and Mike 
Gingell all getting 
valuable time on the 
pitch and making 
valuable contributions 
when they got on. 

Despite all the 
changes Cowbridge kept 
their focus and their 
shape and the chances 
continued to follow with 
Gavin, Ashby both going 
close after good build up 
play. 

Then in the 40th 
minute the ball came 
down the flank towards 
Gavin who rose to head 
it into the box where it 
was picked up by Ashby 
who was immediately 
brought down for a 
penalty. 

Lloyd Lewis stepped 
up and sending the 
keeper the wrong way 
easily scored to make it 
3-0. 

The final touch was 
then added when 
Mathew Little found 
himself at the back post 
on the end of a Benyon 
cross and deftly chipped 
the ball over the 
floundering goalkeeper 
to make it 4-0. 

Cowbridge manager 
Andy Pinchbeck 

confirmed the team had 
played well, but that he 
was still a little 
concerned at the amount 
of chances that had been 
squandered: “We still 
have work to do to 
improve but lets enjoy 
the wins while they keep 
coming.” 

Cowbridge Town’s 
next game is away to 
AEG Rhoose in a VOG 
Premier League top-of- 
the-table clash on 
Saturday, Eebruary 18. 

AP 


AFTER a few 
weeks away due to 
the weather St 
Athan returned to 
action, this time in 
the historic ASRS 
Cup, to host Island 
Marine at the 
newly-named Paul 
Lewis Memorial 
Ground. 

A competition the 
club haven't won since 
1977, Saints progressed 
to the semi-finals after a 
hard-fought game with 
Josh Morgan notching 
all four to add to an 
excellent overall man of 
the match display from 
the 18 year old. 

Saints saw a couple 
of changes from their 
last outing with Jordan 
Mortimore and Richie 
Humphreys missing 
through work 
commitments and Leigh 
Lewis suspended. 

In came Nicky Cox 
and Jonathan Ashton 
into the back four with 
Aaron Rogers up top 
and Gareth Richards 
between the sticks. 

Deon Garrison was 
named captain for the 
game. 

Island Marine started 
the better side and 
looked to carve early 
openings. Saints only 
early effort was from 
Karl Steel, whose low 
drive was inches wide. 

The away side 
continued to cause 
problems and soon 
reaped their rewards as 
a ball through the 
middle was missed by 
the home defence 
allowing Marine to steal 
in to open the scoring to 
much jubilation. 

St Athan were 
working hard all over 
the park but their efforts 
weren't converting into 
chances. Marine 
meanwhile were causing 
problems down the left 
and should have 
doubled their lead off a 
fine low cross but 
nobody could get on the 
end of. 

St Athan started to 
make inroads into the 
away defence and 
finally saw the benefits; 
Brad Young lifted a 
superb ball over the 
Marine defence for Josh 
Morgan to race away 
and finish exquisitely 
with a chip into the top 
comer. 

Saints soon had the 
lead as Nicky Cox was 
caught by a high boot in 
the area and a spot kick 
awarded. Josh Morgan 
dually dispatched the 
penalty with aplomb. 

Saints were rolling 


now and playing some 
good football as their 
confidence started to 
drain back into them 
and a third wasn't far 
away. 

Steel picked the ball 
up on the left and 
produced a pass of such 
magnitude words cannot 
do it justice, the pass 
picked out Josh Morgan 
who let the ball mn 
across him before firing 
right footed across the 
keeper into the net for 
his hat trick, tremendous 
finishing by the 
youngster. 

The temperature may 
have been sub zero but 
the game really started 
to hear up as the tackles 
began to fly in. The 
game threatened to spill 
over after a late tackle 
by the Marine forward 
and a minor tussle 
followed which saw a 
Marine player receive a 
red card. 

The second half saw 
the tempo drop right off 
until Marine pulled a 
goal back after some 
sloppy home defending, 
and this sparked Marine 
into life and they went 
close with two more 
efforts. 

Saints looked to play 
on the counter-attack 
and one such attack 
soon paid off and put 
the tie to bed. Phil 
Morgan picked up the 
ball on the halfway line 
and proceeded to beat 
three players with skill 
and ease; he then played 
in his younger brother. 
Josh, who buried his 
fourth of the game and 
Saints were now 
through. 

Saints advance to the 
semi-finals next month 
to play the winners of 
Barry Athletic and Vale 
United; the other semi¬ 
final is Cowbridge vs 
Rhoose. 

In the meantime, this 
week sees Saints host 
Alliance League side 
Cardiff Airport in the 
last 16 of the SWEA 
Intermediate Cup. 

St Athan: Richards, 
Cox, Young, Ashton, 
Garrison, Laing, Lewis, 
Austin, Steel, Rogers, 

J.Morgan. Subs. 

P.Morgan, Ball, Pugh. 

We’d like to thank 
our sponsors Owens 
Motor Services, 
Llandow for their 
tremendous support of 
the club. Also many 
thanks to Diving & 
Marine Engineering, 
Llantwit Valet & Car 
Wash and Kinsale Stone 
Co (Wales) Ltd. 


Cowbridge RFC look 
to do the double! 


Go to The GEM 

for the latest stories 
and breaking news... 

glamorgan-geni.co.uk 


Interesting 
discovery of cricket 
fixture card... 

FROM 1901! 


A chance discovery by Miss 
Joan Bird of Freshwater East 
in Pembrokeshire of a piece of 
cricket memorabilia, the 1901 
fixture card for the E H 
Ebsworth XI, has solved a 
mystery that has existed since 
those who were around at the 
time passed away. 

Joan passed the fixture card onto 
the Cowbridge Cricket Club and 
immediately it shone a light on a 
decade for which existed little 
evidence. 

Indeed the information contained 
on this small card provided the 
missing piece of information that 
would have been extremely helpful to 
the authors of ‘1840 and all that’, the 
story of the Cowbridge club that was 
published to mark the 175th 
anniversary of the first recorded 
fixture in 1840. 

When the book was written it was 
not clear what cricket had been 
played by the Cowbridge town club 
once Harry Ebsworth had opened his 
new ground and established his 
sporting and socially high end private 
XI in 1896. 

Once the Rev Owen Jones 
established the Cowbridge Wanderers 
Cricket Club in 1906 there are good 
records but there was a mystery of a 
missing decade. 

What the card tells us is that 
playing on Mr Ebsworth’s fine 
ground was an Ebsworth second XI 
which had regular fixtures against 
local teams. This second XI had not 
been known of but it would appear to 
have been those same townsfolk who 
had previously played under the name 
of Cowbridge. 

During the period of the gap in our 
knowledge they played as the 


Ebsworth second XL 

The 1901 second XI fixtures were 
a real mix. The School, referred to as 
‘The College’ was played on May 23 
and the School won. There were 
matches against such teams as Cardiff 
Electrics, Cardiff Teachers and the 
Cardiff Commercial Travellers XL 

Local teams played included 
Llanharan, Bonvilstone, Llandough 
and Southemdown, all now sadly 
defunct. 

The 1901 fixture card augments 
the bits and pieces held by the 
Cowbridge Cricket Club. Chance 
discoveries of the sort made by Joan 
are the lifeblood of creating a picture 
of the past. 

Joan has a strong association with 
the Cowbridge Cricket Club. It was 
her father, Bruce who played with his 
brother Ralph and the Dunns amongst 
others before the Eirst World War. 

Having survived Gallipoli he 
returned to help revive the club post 
war. Bruce was always regarded by 
the late president Colin Adams as the 
finest wicket keeper Cowbridge ever 
had but off the field and he was 
equally effective off the field running 
a highly successful prize draw for the 
purchase of sightscreens to enable 
county cricket to be played at 
Cowbridge in 1931. 

Joan’s career took her to Morocco 
on behalf of the Save the Children 
fund and for that she was awarded an 
OBE for her work. On returning to 
this country Joan spent many years as 
headteacher of Pembroke Primary 
School. 

If anyone would like to have a look 
at the cricket club’s small but very 
interesting collection of memorabilia 
contact Jeffrey Bird on 07976793629. 

JB 


Llantwit Major RFC 
face Wolves test 


WITH no rugby 
last weekend due to 
the second round of 
the Six Nations 
competition, 
Llantwit Major 
RFC look forward 
this week to the 
return of the league 
on Saturday - and 
the challenge 
doesn’t come any 
better than 

welcoming the 
runaway league 
leaders, Cefn Coed 
Wolves, to the 
Recreation 


Ground. 

Cefn Coed have had a 
monumental season so 
far, winning 13 out of 13 
in the league, and hold a 
nine point lead over 
second placed Llantwit 
despite playing two 
games less than them. 

A tough task awaits 
the Llantonians as they 
will face a real uphill 
battle if they want to 
take the Wolves’ 
unbeaten run from them. 

Llantwit, however, 
will be quick to remind 
people that they came 
mighty close to beating 
Cefn Coed in the reverse 
fixture in Merthyr back 


in October in a 20-17 
loss, where afterwards 
supporters of both teams 
agreed that the home 
team had probably had 
the rub of the green in 
some of the refereeing 
decisions that day. 

Llantwit will no doubt 
feel they have a point to 
prove, not just in relation 
to this fixture but also in 
the sense that, by their 
own admission, they 
have underperformed at 
crucial times this season. 

No better time then to 
put this to bed than 
against the top team in 
the league - kick off is at 
2.30pm. 

AH 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
& DISTRICT DARTS 
LEAGUE UPDATE 


THE Llantwit Major and 
District Darts League season 
entered its 19th week with the 
highlights being: 

Simon Reader 180, Paul Butcher 
180 and 113 out, Sonia Waterhouse 
171 (19's), Caroline Adamson and 
Simon Reader 15 dart leg, Kyle 
Garrison and Bronwen Baelz 18 dart 
leg, Alun Hutchinson 18 dart leg, 
Adam Rourke 21 dart leg, Luke 
Richards 21 dart leg. 

Monday Night ‘C’ League table: 
Lamb and Elag 'CT 145, Shoes St 
Athan 121, Boverton Castle 120, 


Lamb and Elag 'C2' 120, Wenvoe 
Arms 118, Rugby Club 116, Kings 
Head 'C2' 104, Tudor Tavern 'C2' 84, 
Kings Head 'CT 59, Tudor Tavern 'CT 
47. 

Tuesday Night ‘A’ League table: 
Kings Head 'AT 175, Wenvoe Arms 
154, Eox and Hounds 126, Rugby 
Club 'A2' 121, Shoes St Athan 115, 
Golden Cups 111, Shoes Peterston 
106, Pour Bells 96, Lamb and Elag 90, 
Rugby Club 'AT 88, Tudor Tavern 78, 
Blacksmith Arms 76, Kings Head 'A2' 
68, Rugby Club 'A3' 59. 

DMC 
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□C SIX NATIONS RUGBY 



WALES 16 ENGLAND 21 


WELSH HOPES SUNK AT THE 
DEATH AS ‘LAST 10 MINUTES 
JINX’ STRIKES YET AGAIN 


A S the sounds of an epic, but 
ultimately frustrating, battle 
faded on the night air and the 
army of disappointed Welsh fans 
streamed away from Cardiff’s 
Principality Stadium on Saturday, 
caretaker head coach Robert Howley 
summed up the feelings of the camp 
after the 16-21 defeat to England: 
“We’ve been criticised for winning 
ugly in the autumn; we didn’t get 
over the line today, but it was a 
fantastic performance - apart from 
the last 6-7 minutes.” 

And, of course, few would argue with that 
statement, for the Welsh players to a man, 
had put on a hugely committed, at times 
heroic display, fronting up manfully to the 
RBS Six Nations title favourites with passion 
and defiance, laced with skill and real intent, 
that almost to the end of this titanic struggle 
between two evenly-matched teams looked 
set to reap their rightful reward. 

Therein though lies the tale, for as Wales 
clung to a narrow 16-14 lead, with just three 
minutes remaining and a famous victory 
tantalisingly in sight, not for the first time it 
was snatched away, as an old problem again 
reared its head - Wales’ continuing inability 
to close out tight-fought games when put 
under pressure as the stadium clock winds 
down. 

In this case, it was the confident men in 
white who showed the way by taking clinical 
advantage of a poor clearance by centre 
Jonathan Davies that unfortunately failed to 
reach the safety of touch and quickly ran it 
back - which saw wing Elliot Daly racing 
around his opposite number, Alex Cuthbert 
(a late replacement for the injured George 
North) for a converted try that sent a much 
relieved English chariot rumbling on towards 
back-to-back Grand Slams. 

“I think everyone could tell in those last 10 
minutes that there were opportunities for 
England,” said Howley “They probably 
believed they were going to win, and that 
feeling is pretty precious... We defended 
really well, but unfortunately, those moments 
where we needed to execute under pressure, 
we didn’t, and as a result, they scored with 
three minutes to go. That’s what happens in 
Test football. We’ll just have to make sure 
we’re better next time when we get into that 
position.” 

The scene had been set for this 
monumental 130th clash between arch rivals, 
stretching back to 1881 (England now have 
61 wins under their belt compared to Wales’ 
57, with 12 matches drawn), by RFU 
chairman Bill Beaumont - “The rivalry will 
never be dampened... It is one of the great 
sporting occasions... That has been the same 
for 130 years and it will continue to be a 
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great rivalry for the next century,” said the 
old England warrior. 

Wales had made only two changes - props 
Rob Evans and Tomas Francis - who were 
rewarded for their efforts off the 
replacement bench in the win against Italy 
six days before, and the band and choirs had 
barely left the field when England were 
penalised and Wales claimed first blood 
through the boot of Leigh Halfpenny. 

Centre Owen Farrell replied moments 
later with an equalising penalty and English 
power and accuracy began to dominate a 
first quarter that saw scrum half Ben Youngs 
squeeze over for an 8-3 lead as the pressure 
told. 

To their credit, the home team, urged on 
by their ‘16th man’ - a capacity Welsh crowd 
in full voice - applied intense pressure of 
their own and forced a penalty, which 
Halfpenny lofted over. 

Then the crowd erupted once more as 
outside half Dan Biggar made a stunning 
break that took everyone by surprise, but 
with no-one in close support, he was forced 
to kick ahead - and the ball was hacked into 
touch. 

Full-blooded exchanges were fast and 
furious, outstanding action man Ross 
Moriarty scattering all before him 
(inexplicably, he was to be substituted later) 
as Wales, to their immense credit, shook off 
memories of lacklustre starts and met the 
fierce challenge head-on, putting in over 61 
tackles to England’s 38 and laying siege to 
their line in a pulsating, seesaw first half that 
saw livewire scrum half Rhys Webb held up 
just finger tips short of a try, which 
culminated in Liam Williams completing a 
training ground move with a fine touchdown 
at the posts, the simple conversion giving 
Wales a deserved 13-8 lead at the interval. 

The breathless intensity showed no sign of 
abating after the change-over, although 
controversial substitutions seemed to disrupt 
Welsh momentum and those English players, 
in particular, who had been on the receiving 
end of rampaging Moriarty’s 
uncompromising presence were no doubt 
delighted to see the back of him! 

When the ice-cool Farrell struck again 
with a penalty to cut the deficit to just two 
points, home fans feared the balance of 
power was ominously shifting, with Wales 
clinging to a fragile 16-11 lead following 
another Halfpenny penalty, and facing an all 





too familiar situation 
with 10 nail-biting 
minutes to go and 
victory agonisingly 
within reach. 

Incredibly, they 
appeared to have 
weathered a final all- 
out English onslaught 
on their line and the 
ball went out to the 
Scarlets’ centre - the 
crowd willing him to 
hoof it into touch... 

Alas, it was not to be, 
and England 
capitalised to break 
Welsh hearts yet 
again at the death. 

“We just couldn’t 
get a foothold in the last 
10 minutes and when we did, we didn’t 
execute as effectively as we would want to,” 
Howley admitted. 

“Ultimately, test matches are decided in 
the last 10 minutes, in terms of composure 
and discipline, and executing those decisions 
under pressure. I think England did that a 
little better than us and as such deserved to 
win. We’ll try to learn from those last 10 
minutes where we went wrong.” 

The problem for Howley and his fellow 
coaches is that fans may well ask why it is 
taking so long to find a solution to a 10- 
minute ‘mystery’ that prevents this 
immensely talented squad from finally 
realising their full potential. 

Meanwhile, Murrayfield awaits a week 
Saturday, and the improving Scots are already 
sharpening their dirks in anticipation of a 
second big RBS Six Nations scalp. 


The heartbreak is clear to see on 
Alex CuthberTs face as Elliot Daly 
snatches victory for England. 
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